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From left: Songwriter David Porter helped Sam (Moore) and 
Dave (Prater) crank out a number of huge hits for Stax Records. 
Photo courtesy Fantasy Records 

I n early January of this year, I flew out to San Francisco to spend two days at Fantasy Records. 
The purpose of my visit was to listen 
to old recording sessions from the 1 960s 
and '70s that took place at the long-gone 
Stax Records recording studio, once located 
in Memphis, Tenn .  Stax went bankrupt 
back in 1 975, and Fantasy had acquired 
most of its assets, including the original 
master tapes of such hits as "(Sittin' on) 
The Dock of the Bay," "Soul Man" and 
"Theme From Shaft." This was my third 
visit to Fantasy to listen to the Stax tapes. 
The five-story Fantasy Records build­
ing,  located in Berkeley, just across the 
bay from San Francisco, is somewhat 
modern looking, with a tinted-glass and 
white concrete-slab exterior. The Stax tapes 
are kept on the second floor, in a vault-like 
room behind a door you'd think was for 
a hall closet. No nameplate; no number. 
Behind it are l iterally thousands of tapes 
representing the collections of several labels 
owned by Fantasy, including Stax. 
The floor-to-ceiling racks filled with Stax 
tapes run 1 00 feet or so along the room's 
concrete floor. They remain in their original 
"pizza-pie" boxes, stacked l ike books in 
a library, spines out, with handwritten names 
l ike Otis Redding, Booker T. and the MG's, 
Isaac Hayes, The Staple Singers, and Sam 
and Dave - some of the stars who recorded 
at Stax back in its heyday. 
As with my previous visits, my task was 
to collect taped material from between takes, 
including engineer and artist talk, various 
misfires, false starts, and slates ("take one"). 
In time, with the help of Fantasy's recording 
engineers, I was able to piece together 
a fai r  amount of such material, resulting 
in a one-of-a-kind audio track of what cutting 
a record at Stax sounded l ike .  
I am an attorney. I live in New York. How and why I wound up being asked to do this, as well as so many 
other things relating to Stax, requ i res an 
explanation. But fi rst let me say a thing 
or two about Elvis. 
In  Memphis, Elvis is big business. 
Huge business, actual ly. Elvis fans con­
tribute more than $ 1 50 mi l l ion a year to 
the Memphis economy, making G raceland 
the second most visited home in the United 
States, after the White House. 
If, on the other hand, you had in mind 
seeing where Stax stars l ike Redding 
recorded "(Sittin' on) The Dock of the Bay," 
or where Sam and Dave recorded "Soul 
Man," you'd have your work cut out for you. 
After Stax went bankrupt in 1 975, the 
empty, padlocked studios were turned over 
to a local church for a dollar. In 1 989, 
after remaining vacant for almost 1 5  
years, the studios, which had been in 
an old movie theatre, were torn down to 
make room for a community center that 
was never bui lt .  For the ardent Stax fan 
bent on visiting the Stax site, nothing 
remained except some terracotta tiles 
embedded in  concrete near the former 
studio's front entranceway. 
I say "ardent" fan because that's what 
you had to be to find Stax. Not only was 
the bui lding itself destroyed, but the Stax 
site was squarely with in  one of the worst 
parts of Memphis, a poverty-stricken 
neighborhood in steady decline since Stax 
closed more than a quarter-century ago. 
A cast-iron historical marker, erected by the 
state of Tennessee, was the only obvious 
indication that anything at all had taken 
place on the corner of East Mclemore 
Avenue and College Street. 
Of course, it was not always so. 
On that very spot nearly a half century 
ago a young white couple with no industry 
experience began working with neighbor­
hood talent, both white and black, to forge 
from the rich Memphis heritage of river and 
race a new music, a music of the sou l .  
It was the sound of an  improbable and 
untested partnership - two races exulting 
in an attempt to bridge disparate cultu res, 
to share the best of lessons learned from 
hardships known firsthand by each . 
ALL PHOTOS COURTESY FANTASY RECORDS EXCEPT AS NOTEO. 
TOP: THE BROTHER-AND-SISTER TEAM OF ESTELLE AXTON 
AND JIM STEWART FOUNDED STAX IN 1959; FOR YEARS. 
ALL THAT INDICATED WHERE STAX HAD BEEN WAS A STATE 
HISTORICAL MARKER ON AN EMPTY LOT. 
BOTTOM: THE STAX HOUSE BAND. BOOKER T. AND THE MG"S. 
WAS INDUCTED INTO THE ROCK AND ROLL HALL OF FAME 
IN 1992. IN FRONT: ORGANIST BOOKER T. JONES. STANDING. 
FROM LEFT: DONALD ""DUCK"" DUNN ON BASS. STEVE CROPPER 
ON GUITAR, AL JACKSON ON DRUMS. 
4 
ABOVE: THE STAPLE SINGERS WERE MAJOR PLAYERS IN 
BOTH THE GOSPEL AND SOUL MARKETS. RIGHT: A WORKING 
SESSION IN THE STUDIO AT STAX, WITH, FROM LEFT, ISAAC 
HAYES AT THE PIANO; HIS SONGWRITING PARTNER, DAVID 
PORTER; SAM MOORE AND DAVE PRATER (SAM AND DAVE), 
PERHAPS SOUL MUSIC'S GREATEST DUO; AND GUITARIST 
STEVE CROPPER. BELOW CARLA THOMAS HAMS IT UP WITH 
AL JACKSON, DRUMMER FOR BOOKER T. AND THE MG'S. 
Otis Redding. Sam and Dave. Rufus 
Thomas. Booker T. and the MG's.  Isaac 
Hayes. The Staple Singers .  More than 
800 singles, 300 albums, 237 top ten hits 
and 1 5  number ones. 
It was the never before heard sound 
of Stax Records. 
T o many people, Stax was (and is) the southern counterpart of Motown, its far more famous and economically 
successful rival. Un l i ke Stax, the name 
Motown is known by even the most casual 
music fan and is synonymous with songs 
made famous by such performers as 
Smokey Robinson, The Supremes, The 
Temptations, Marvin Gaye and so many 
others. Motown's commercial success, 
most say, was the result of founder Berry 
Gordy's genius in taking what was pre­
dominately a Southern-influenced, African­
American sound and presenting it in an 
acceptable way to white audiences. 
Besides having tremendous songs and 
exceptional talent, Motown paid careful 
attention to the appearance and demeanor 
of its artists. Dressed as if going to the 
senior prom, Motown stars would perform 
carefully choreographed shows, often 
backed by a ful l  orchestra. The company 
even employed a diction coach. Motown's 
"crossover'' appeal was unmistakable, as 
hit after hit added fame and fortune to the 
Detroit label. 
Stax had no such marketing strategy. 
When Jim Stewart, a white banker and part­
time country fiddler, founded Stax in 1 959 
with his older sister, Estelle Axton (the name 
Stax came from the fi rst two letters of their 
last names), he probably had not heard 
of Berry Gordy. For Stewart, the model 
for success lay j ust around the corner 
at Sun Records, with its impresario, Sam 
Phi l l ips.  Elvis, who had been d iscovered 
by Phil l ips, recorded at Sun, as did the l ikes 
of Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl Perkins and Johnny 
Cash.  
With money borrowed from his sister, 
Stewart leased an old movie theatre in 
a racially mixed neighborhood in south 
Memphis and converted it into a bare-bones 
recording studio. Stax was open for busi­
ness. Sun's homespun start and smashing 
success left Stewart with the impression 
that all he needed was a rockabi l ly star 
of h is own. 
Plenty of curious hopefuls stopped 
by almost immediately, and Stewart was 
happy to give almost anyone who came in 
the front door a shot at recording their music. 
Among the performers who walked in off 
the street was Rufus Thomas, who'd had 
a hit with Sun Records a couple of years 
earl ier. Rufus brought along h is 1 6-year­
old daughter, Carla, and together they 
recorded Stax's first h it record, which was 
played and sold only in the Memphis area. 
The local response to "Cause I Love You" 
was strong enough to attract the notice 
of New York-based Atlantic Records, and 
not long afterward Stax, with Atlantic as 
distributor and partner, began cranking out 
the h its. 
Taking pride in their newfound success, 
the employees hung the name Soulsville, 
USA, on the old theatre's marquee. In  time, 
the entire neighborhood became known 
by the same name. 
U nl ike Motown, Stax did not aim its music specifically at white listeners. Owing in large part to the neighbor­
hood talent around Stax and the success 
of its f irst hit with Rufus and Carla, the 
"little label that could" brought forth its 
own sound - a "Memphis" sound. It was 
the untouched sound of people, both black 
and white, making music for themselves ­
and having fun doing it. 
Most songs were laid down all at once, 
live. Feeling the music was all that mattered. 
Often the company would press a record 
for distribution simply because a take "felt" 
right, no matter its imperfections. 
To this day, the music recorded at Stax 
comes across with the same rawness and 
power as when it was fi rst released. What 
mattered most to the musicians and singers 
was getting that feeling down on tape, and 
that feeling remains as fresh and powerful 
today as when fi rst felt by the Stax artists 
themselves. Otis Redding's "Try a Little 
Tenderness" or Sam and Dave's "Hold On 
I'm Comin"' exemplified the sound of Stax. 
Because Stewart was content with 
pressing records that captured what was 
happening at Stax rather than playing to 
a bigger market, it took a number of years 
for the sound of Stax to "cross over'' into 
the more refined pop market. But just as 
the company's artists and music began 
gaining a wider following, tragedy struck. 
Not long after a performance at the 
1 967 Monterey (Calif.) Pop Festival that 
signaled his crossover stardom, Otis 
Redding was kil led in a plane crash. Just 
four months later, Martin Luther King was 
shot and kil led at the Lorraine Motel, one 
of the few places in Memphis where Stax 
musicians and artists could socialize 
together outside the studio. 
Redding's death and the national 
upheaval that followed King's murder deeply 
affected the working relationships at Stax, 
and interracial collaborations soon became 
more the exception than the rule. And as 
if completing a perfect storm for the com­
pany around this time, Atlantic Records 
exercised a small-print right in its "distri­
bution" contract with Stax that al lowed it 
to take ownership of the entire Stax catalog 
from 1 960 to 1 967. For all intents and 
pu rposes, it seemed, Stax was dead. 
B ut rather than fade away, Stax regrouped and came back in 1 968 with the power of a collapsed star, 
producing and releasing 27 albums in a 
rush of creative energy - and tapping the 
talents of every artist on its roster to do so. 
The album onslaught was the brainchild 
of AI Bel l ,  an African-American disk jockey 
formerly from Memphis whom Stewart had 
brought aboard in 1 965 as a part owner. 
Bell's main job was to help create a market­
ing plan for the company. 
Among the albums released during the 
flu rry was Isaac Hayes' Hot Buttered Soul. 
Prior to its release, Hayes' principal contri­
bution to Stax had been as the songwriter, 
with David Porter, of most of Sam and 
Dave's biggest hits. But Hot Buttered Soul 
hit big, ultimately becoming the label's 
greatest success. 
Flush with this success, with Hayes 
now a certified superstar and Bell assuming 
Stewart's leadership role, Stax began to 
evolve in almost every respect from its mom 
and pop beginnings. The music continued 
to reflect what was happening in and around 
Stax, but that landscape no longer so readily 
held out the promise of racial reconciliation 
and partnership. 
The company continued to grow into 
the early 1 970s, and the sound of Stax 
soon came to embody a message of pan­
Africanism and black independence. Hayes' 
POISED ON THE BRINK OF CROSSOVER 
STARDOM, OTIS REDOING DIED TRAGICALLY 
IN A PLANE CRASH IN LATE 1967; AL BELL 
JOINED JIM STEWART AS A PART OWNER 
OF STAX IN THE MID-SIXTIES AND WAS THE 
MASTERMIND OF THE LABEL'S 1968 COMEBACK. 
"Theme From Shaff' and The Staple 
Singers' "Respect Yourself" represented the 
label's evolving sound. 
Then, in 1 972, Stax sponsored a major 
concert in Los Angeles. "Wattstax," as the 
benefit concert (and eventual documentary) 
was known, was an all-day event cul­
minating in  an hour-long performance 
by Isaac Hayes. Called the "Woodstock 
of black America," Wattstax was a smashing 
success, with more than 1 00,000 people 
THE BAR-KAYS WERE AMONG THE MANY EXCITING 
ACTS TO PERFORM AT THE CELEBRATED WATTSTAX 
CONCERT IN 1972. 
in attendance. The show began with Bell 
standing alongside civil rights leader Jesse 
Jackson, fists raised in a black power salute. 
"What time is it?" Jackson intoned. "Nation 
Time!" the multitude responded. 
Once again ,  it seemed, Stax was 
poised for national prominence. But again, 
it was not to be. 
T he reasons for the demise of Stax vary, depending on who is tel l ing the story. Some blame mismanagement 
within the company. Others cite the whole­
sale fai lu re of CBS Records, Stax's sole 
national distributor, to honor the terms of 
its distribution deal, thereby keeping Stax's 
records off the shelves. 
And there are those who say racism 
played a part. When it closed, Stax was 
the fifth largest black-owned business in 
the country. It was also, by the mid-1 970s, 
a business that used its artists and music 
to propagate an unconventional (some 
claimed mil itant) message of black indepen­
dence. Moreover, the old-time Memphis 
bank that financed Stax - and called in 
its loans during the CBS troubles- was 
owned and operated by whites, some of 
whom were said to be openly hostile to 
Stax and its message. Regardless of the 
reason, Stax went down, and this t ime it 
would not make it back. 
Perhaps there were even larger factors 
that led to the end of Stax. As Peter 
Guralnick writes in Sweet Soul Music, Stax 
"was the product of a particular time and 
place that one would not want to see 
repeated, the bitter fruit of segregation, 
transformed into a statement of warmth and 
affirmation." It "represented a temporary 
victory, a momentary cessation of hostilities 
in which combatants hesitantly set aside 
their differences and for an instant joined 
arms in  a sea of troubles." 
Those times have passed - and with 
them, perhaps, the impetus for the feeling 
that so identifies and defines soul .  
But  once more, things are set to  
change. 
A l i ttle over fou r  years ago, a close friend of my younger brother Andrew (Furman '95) called me about Stax. 
A group in Memphis, he said, was intent 
on purchasing the vacant lot where the 
company had stood and rebu i lding the old 
studio as a museum that would celebrate 
the spirit of soul music. Their plans included 
an adjoining music academy for neighbor­
hood children . They were to be called the 
Stax Museum of American Soul Music and 
Stax Music Academy. I was asked to help 
the group identify and resolve any intellectual 
property issues that might come up. 
The work was relatively straightforward 
at f irst. For example, the museum did not 
even have the right to call itself the "Stax" 
museum without a license from Fantasy 
Records, which owned the Stax name. 
Drafting donor and lending agreements, 
developing releases of various kinds, and 
designing a copyright practices handbook 
for the museum staff also kept me occupied 
in itially. 
But not too far into things, I began 
suggesting to the newly formed board that 
it allocate as much money as possible 
toward developing (and clearing) for the 
museum's use as much film and video 
content as it could afford. I t  would not be 
cheap, and the museum would need a lot 
of it, I felt, to lure people into the now 
neglected south Memphis neighborhood 
where the museum was to be bui lt .  The 
board agreed, and for no other reason than 
that I lived in New York, where most of ''that 
stuff" was, they asked me to help them 
decide on how many films there should 
be and to help get them produced. 
Thus, I became the museum's de facto 
f i lm producer, in addition to remaining its 
attorney in charge of intellectual property 
matters. Over time, my work on behalf 
of Stax has included the opportunity 
to select and collaborate with talented 
fi lmmakers in San Francisco, San Diego, 
Los Angeles, New York and Memphis in 
producing more than 25 short f i lms for 
the museum.  I have met fi lm and photo 
archivists and collectors from across the 
United States and abroad. 
And I have made some remarkable 
discoveries. Last May in London, after 
pursuing two years' worth of leads, I 
unearthed a collection of rusted fi lm cans 
containing never before televised, 1 6-
mi l l imeter color films, with sound, of 
Otis Redding, Sam and Dave, and others 
from their 1 967 European tour. The footage 
is now part of the museum's collection. 
More recently, I have functioned as 
executive producer of a PBS special, 
expected to air in the fall of 2003, of a 
gala May 1 opening concert for the Stax 
Museum. Many Stax artists and other music 
stars will participate. 
I've even been allowed to make one 
of the short films myself, about the legacy 
of Stax. In  doing so, I've had the chance 
to interview a variety of music critics, 
including Peter Guralnick, and many well­
known artists, from Elvis Costello to Chuck 
D.  of Publ ic Enemy, who discuss the 
influence of the Stax sound on their careers. 
In short, the unfolding opportunities for my 
involvement with all things Stax have been 
nothing short of miraculous. 
I have been part of a true community 
effort to resurrect a deteriorating area of 
my hometown. The music academy and 
the museum are the fi rst building blocks 
in a multi-mil lion-dol lar effort to restore 
a sense of vitality to the neighborhood 
surrounding Stax. The academy opened 
last J uly and now serves more than 600 
at-risk youth from the Saulsvi l le, USA 
neighborhood, offering them the latest in 
multimedia technology and widespread 
opportunities for study and performance. 
But even more, I have helped to restore 
the name of a business whose contributions 
to American culture are permanent and 
ongoing, and to ensure that the heritage 
and legacy of Stax Records itself, from 
its stars to its staff, receive the recognition 
they so ful ly deserve. 
The hits laid down at Stax have 
transcended the time and place of their 
creation and are now woven into the fabric 
of our national culture. Stax songs have 
been covered and sampled by a variety of 
artists, from the Blues Brothers to h ip-hop 
and rap groups. They can be heard in 
television commercials, Hol lywood feature 
films, and of course on the radio. 
Stax is today the most reissued inde­
pendent label in the world, proving itself 
more popular than ever before. When Stax 
went bankrupt, its music publishing rights 
weren't valuable enough to save it. Those 
same rights today have been valued in 
excess of $200 mi l l ion. 
M y recent trip to California to gather rough cuts of songs for the museum also had another 
purpose: It coincided with the first public 
screening of eight of the museum films with 
which I've been involved. The fi lmmaker 
had requested that I introduce him to an 
expected audience of about 200 to 300 of 
his friends and colleagues, and I was happy 
to do so. The night of the screening was 
rainy and cold, and a whipping wind helped 
make conditions pretty inhospitable. 
When I arrived, an hour early, at the 
cavernous bar where the screenings were 
to be shown, I found a line of about a dozen 
people waiting outside. The small turnout 
figured, I thought, given the weather. 
After reviewing my planned remarks 
with the fi lmmaker, I went back outside to 
look for two friends from Memphis. Neither 
the rain nor the wind had let up. But there 
in front of me was a l ine of h undreds of 
people, many without umbrellas, waiting 
to attend the screening. Of the 500 that 
we were able to accommodate that night, 
at least that many were turned away. 
This event confirmed what I had come 
to suspect. Although we were more than 
a thousand mi les from Memphis, a throng 
of people was willing to brave the elements 
to enjoy an evening of films about the largely 
unheralded Stax Records. The mood was 
festive and lighthearted, and it bore a distinct 
and unmistakable insider's air. 
These people knew about Stax. And 
they knew something else, too: Stax was 
about to get its due. 
Hold on. It's comin' .  
THIS POSTER TRUMPETED THE GROUNDBREAKING 
FOR THE STAX MUSEUM IN 2001. 
The success of the Forever Furman campaign is the direct result of the dedication and commitment 
demonstrated by thousands of university supporters. 
By all accounts, the Forever Furman 
campaign was a massive undertaking­
and a resounding success. 
Behind the leadership of Gordon 
Herring '65, chair of the campaign 's 
executive committee, and Nee! Hipp ' 73, 
head of the national campaign committee, 
Forever Furman achieved more than any­
one could have dreamed when it began 
in early 1 996. By the time the campaign 
officially ended on December 3 1 ,  2002, its 
list of accomplishments included: 
• A total of $200,49 1 ,388 in pledges 
and contributions from 33,000 individuals 
- 1 8 ,000 alumni and 1 5,000 parents and 
friends - and 2,000 corporations and 
foundations. 
• Additions of more than $33 million 
to Furman's endowment, which as of 
December 31 totaled $208.5 million, and 
another $72 million in estate plans, most 
of which will enhance the endowment once 
they mature. 
• Almost $ 1 6  million for new en­
dowed scholarships, and millions more 
to enhance existing scholarship programs. 
• $37 million in annual giving over 
the campaign's run. 
• Four new academic facilities (John 
E. Johns Hall, Herman N. Hipp Hall, Nan 
Trammell Herring Music Pavilion, Bryan 
Center for Military Science), the expansion 
and renovation of the James B. Duke 
Library, and three new athletic facilities 
(Timmons Arena, Irwin Belk Complex for 
Track and Field, REK Center for Inter­
collegiate Golf). 
• Contributions totaling $52.9 million 
from the board of trustees, $2.3 million 
from the Alumni Association Board of 
Directors and $26 million from the 
Advisory Council. 
• Gifts of at least $ 1 million from 
45 donors who provided major endowments 
and new facilities. Benefactors Circle at 
Cherrydale will recognize donors at this 
historic level. 
The chart accompanying this article 
lists specific projects and programs funded 
during the campaign. But what it doesn't  
show is  the effort and dedication of a 
remarkable contingent of volunteers, 2,400 
strong, who contributed not just their 
resources but their time and talents to build 
the university they love. 
A team effort 
Leighan Rinker, chair of the university's 
board of trustees and mother of three 
Furman graduates, invokes Vince 
Lombardi, the legendary football coach, 
in assessing Forever Furman. 
"Coach Lombardi said, 'Individual 
commitment to a group effort - that is 
what makes a team work, a company work, 
a society work, a civilization work. '  His 
words could describe the campaign, which 
was an unparalleled success because of the 
commitment of thousands of individuals 
. . .  alumni, faculty, staff and friends of 
Furman." 
Initially conceived as a $ 1 25 million 
drive, Forever Furman received such 
enthusiastic response during its three-year 
"quiet phase" (spring 1 996 to spring 1 999) 
that by the time the university went public 
with its plans in April 1 999, the campaign 
leadership and board of trustees had raised 
the goal to $150 million. Midway through 
the public effort, the goal was increased 
once again, this time to $175 million. 
"Because of our constituents' increased 
understanding of Furman's needs and their 
record-breaking response, the dollar goal 
kept climbing," says Rinker. 
Rinker also points to another signifi­
cant achievement: Forever Furman marked 
the university's first major fund-raising 
drive that was truly national in scope. 
The efforts of the National Development 
Committee, chaired by Gordon L.  
B lackwell '60 (see page 10), helped Furman 
set records for commitments by out-of­
state contributors, with almost $73.5 million 
pledged by 20,252 donors from outside 
South Carolina. 
While Forever Furman funded a wide 
range of construction projects and the 
development of a variety of new programs, 
the heart of the campaign was the Furman 
Fund, which provides ongoing support for 
the university's daily operations. 
During the course of Forever Furman, 
1 8,000 of 22,000 alumni of record, or 8 1  
percent, made donations, for a total of $37 
million. In 1 998 alumni achieved 50 per­
cent participation in the Furman Fund for 
the first time, and they have reached that 
goal for five consecutive years. 
Says David Ellison '72, a member of 
the board of trustees who has chaired the 
Furman Fund Council for the last two years, 
"Most of the finest national liberal arts 
colleges don't  achieve 50 percent partici­
pation. In fact, the vast majority of colleges 
and universities can only dream of 50 
percent alumni support. The Furman 
faithful should be very proud to have 
broken that barrier five consecutive years 
- and that pride begets even more 
support." 
One area Ellison considers especially 
encouraging is the support Furman receives 
from parents of current and former students. 
As did alumni, parents gave to the cam­
paign in record numbers, including gifts 
totaling nearly $5 million to the library 
alone. He says, "They realize that the 
actual cost per student is much greater than 
they are paying and that the value their 
student is receiving is even greater than 
that. To me it is a validation of what 
Furman delivers to see the voluntary 
financial support of these parents." 
Similarly, faculty and staff demon­
strated their commitment by contributing 
in record numbers, surpassing their pre­
vious marks by more than 17 percentage 
points. As Rinker says, "This kind of 
commitment is a reflection of the sense 
of ownership we all feel as members of 
the Furman family." 
Is Furman now financially secure? 
Yes . . .  and no. The university's financial 
underpinnings are stronger than at any 
point in history. Funds raised through the 
campaign are providing scholarships, 
salaries, programs and buildings. Yet one­
third of the commitments are still in the 
form of deferred gifts that will benefit 
Furman in the long term but not in the 
immediate future. 
A closer look reveals some harsh -
and immediate - realities. Because of 
the sputtering national economy, students 
are requiring greater financial aid as parents 
Jose their jobs. The university's endowment 
has taken a 10.8 percent hit in market value 
this year, and investment income is down. 
Donors are also affected by the air of 
uncertainty and malaise that has prevailed 
nationwide for more than a year. 
As a result, departmental budgets are 
being cut, and the call has gone out for 
increased alumni support. Gifts to the 
Furman Fund and Paladin Club this spring 
will be vital to the university's financial 
stability. 
In an address to alumni and parents 
recently, President David Shi noted, "This 
is the best of times, and it is the worst of 
times.  It is a time of success and of 
challenges. In the coming weeks, when 
you are invited to join a gift society or the 
Paladin Club, please respond generously. 
"Furman needs you now more than 
ever as we pass through this challenging 
economic period. With your help, we will 
continue to move forward to assume our 
rightful place among the leading liberal 
arts colleges in the nation." 
On the following pages are stories of 
individuals and programs who have had 
a direct influence on, or been influenced 
by, the Forever Furman campaign. 
Although their stories are different, their 
common bond is their Furman connection. 
Forever Furman: Projects Funded 
Scholarships 
• Sixty-eight new endowed scholarships 
• More than 7,000 gifts to enhance existing 
scholarships 
• More than $1 5.6 mi l l ion in gifts toward 
endowed scholarships 
Professorships/Faculty Chairs 
• Carey Shepard Crantford Chair in 
Modern Languages 
• Rose Forgione Chair in the Sciences 
• Louis G. Forgione University Chair 
Herring Chair in Asian Studies 
• William E .  Leverette, Jr. ,  Chair in History 
• Walter Kenneth Mattison Chair in History 
• Dorothy and B. H .  Peace, J r. ,  
Professorship in  Religion 
Endowments for New Programs 
Christian A. Johnson Center 
for Engaged Learning 
• Center for International Education 
• Center for Theological Exploration 
of Vocation 
• NEH Endowment for Teaching in the 
Humanities 
• Richard W. Riley Institute of Government, 
Politics and Publ ic Leadership 
• Maintenance endowments for eight 
facilities 
Active or Completed Building Projects 
• Amphitheater 
• I rwin Belk Track Complex 
• * Bryan Center for Mi l itary Science 
• Cherrydale Alumni House 
• * James B .  Duke Library 
expansion/renovation 
Estridge Commons at North Vil lage 
• Furman Hall renovation 
• Hartness Welcome Center 
• Nan Trammell Herring Music Pavi l ion 
• * Herman N .  H ipp Hall 
• John E. Johns Hal l  
• Organ for Charles E .  Daniel Chapel 
• REK Center for I ntercollegiate Golf 
• Timmons Arena 
• * Younts Center 
*Fund-raising still in progress 
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Family Tree 
Gordon L. B lackwell ' 60 is the third 
generation of his family to attend Furman. 
His father, Gordon W. Blackwell, graduated 
from Furman in 1 932, later taught at the 
university and eventually returned as presi­
dent from 1 965-76. Grandfather Benjamin, 
a Baptist minister, graduated in 1 903 and 
gave the yearbook the name Bonhomie. 
So it would seem reasonable to assume 
that in the Blackwell household in Raleigh, 
N.C., Gordon L. 's  Furman roots run the 
deepest. But in actuality, the Blackwell 
with the strongest Furman l ineage is 
Gordon's wife, Ceil Watson Blackwell '62. 
Ceil 's  great-grandfather, Joel Towers 
Rice, a businessman in Belton, S .C., sent 
eight of his nine children to Furman and 
the Greenville Female College (later 
Greenville Woman's College). Among 
them were Ceil's grandfather, Leon Rice 
'05, and Rena Rice, an 1 896 GFC graduate 
who would marry Bennette E. Geer, presi­
dent of Furman from 1 933-38. Ceil's uncle, 
Earl Rice ' 4 1 ,  also served on the Furman 
board of trustees. 
"When people meet us they always 
assume that Furman is my college because 
of my dad, but the Rice family goes 
back farther than the Blackwells," says 
Blackwell, a past president of the Alumni 
Association who now serves as a Furman 
trustee. "A lot of Rices have attended 
Furman through the years." 
Gordon and Ceil are also doing their 
part to carry on the Rice-Blackwell tradition 
at Furman. They have endowed scholar­
ships, are members of the Richard Furman 
Society and made several major con­
tributions to the Forever Furman campaign. 
One of their gifts will eventually endow 
the Gordon W. and Elizabeth L. Blackwell 
Professorship, named for the former presi­
dent and his late first wife. Other gifts, 
designated for the expanded and renovated 
library, include the Elizabeth L. and Gordon 
W. Blackwell Atrium, as well as several 
reading areas. 
"The l ibrary is at the very heart of the 
academic life of the university, so I felt it 
very appropriate that my parents be honored 
there," says Blackwell .  
The B lackwells have also provided 
support for the Max and Trude Heller 
Collegiate Educational Service Corps 
(see page 26) and for the construction 
of Benefactors Circle, which honors donors 
of $ 1 million or more to the university. 
Both sides of Blackwell clan boast deep Furman roots 
Gordon and Ceil Watson Blackwell have a remarkable record of service to Furman. 
And the future bodes well for a contin­
uation of the Blackwell tradition at Furman, 
as all three of the couple's children - Beth 
Blackwell Swartz ' 83,  Celia Blackwell 
McCauley ' 85 and Gordon, Jr. '90 -
are also Furman alumni. Beth is a teacher, 
Celia is in commercial real estate sales and 
Gordy owns two computer consulting 
businesses. 
"We never pressured the children to 
attend Furman. We told them they could 
attend any school that accepted them," says 
B lackwell. "We were surprised that they 
all went to Furman, but we're glad they 
did because it helped us reconnect with the 
school." 
Blackwell explains that after graduating 
from Furman, he lost touch with the 
university. But his enthusiasm for alma 
mater was rekindled through his children. 
"I saw what a tremendous educational 
experience they each received. We saw 
it in their maturing," he says. "All of my 
children have been very successful in their 
careers, and we came to realize the impor­
tance of the individual attention they 
received at Furman." 
A veteran businessman and entrepre­
neur, B lackwell, who earned an M.B.A. 
degree from Harvard University and has 
founded two successful development 
companies, says he appreciates Furman 
for another reason: its ability, as a liberal 
arts institution, to prepare students for 
success in today's rapidly changing, 
technologically driven economy. 
"The world today is changing so 
quickly. The leaders of tomorrow have 
to be flexible and quick learners," he says. 
"A narrowly focused or specialized edu­
cation does not provide a person with the 
tools needed to be a successful leader in 
today's business climate." 
- John Roberts 
Pride in Ownership 
International Outlook 
Stephen Mitchell 's favorite time of the 
year is Christmas, but not for the obvious 
reasons. 
Sure, he enjoys the fellowship with 
friends and family, gift-giving and holiday 
decorations. But it's the Christmas cards 
that he looks most forward to. 
Mitchell gets them from all over the 
world - India, Argentina, Russia and 
Africa. Holiday greetings from every 
continent have been received at his long­
time home on Atwood Street in downtown 
Greenville. 
The cards, letters and photographs 
are from former students who attended 
a college or university in Upstate South 
Carolina with the help of a Rotary 
International Scholarship. A 1961  charter 
member of Greenville's Pleasantburg 
Rotary Club, Mitchell was named chairman 
of the international scholarship program 
that covers the Upstate in 1 962, a post he 
held until 2000. 
Mitchell, a lifelong bachelor, has 
poured much of his energy into the Rotary 
International scholarship and high school 
exchange program. He has evaluated 
countless scholarships, connected high 
school students with host families, and 
helped scores of international students 
realize the dream of attending college 
in the United States. 
Mitchell also connects with the stu­
dents on a more personal level. He is often 
the first person to greet the anxious teen­
ager at the airport. He helps the student 
move into a residence hall and get settled. 
Throughout the school year, Mitchell 
remains in touch by taking students on 
weekend field trips or by hosting them 
at his home during the holidays. And he 
has heard more Commencement addresses 
than most university presidents. 
"This has been such a wonderful 
experience for me," he says. "The young 
people are so enthusiastic. I enjoy being 
around them. 
"I've been a bachelor all of my life 
and don't have any children. So I 've tried 
to be a substitute father and advisor to the 
students that come over here. It's been 
very fulfilling." 
Shortly after Mitchell stepped down 
as the scholarship chairman, members of 
the Pleasantburg Rotary Club decided 
to honor him by helping to establish a 
scholarship in his name at Furman. 
Scholarship recognizes Mitchell's outreach efforts 
Stephen D. Mitchell with Zarmeen Taherbhai, first recipient of the Mitchell Scholarship. 
During the past three years, local 
Rotarians and Mitchell 's  friends at Saint 
James Episcopal Church and the Greenville 
Cotillion Club have donated to the fund. 
Employees at Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, 
the Greenville law firm where he worked 
for 26 years as office manager, have also 
contributed to the Stephen D. Mitchell 
Scholarship, which is to be awarded 
annually to a deserving international 
student. 
Last June Furman hosted a ceremony 
at Cherrydale, the university's Alumni 
House, to honor Mitchell and to recognize 
Zarmeen Taherbhai, a junior from India, 
as the scholarship's first recipient. A 
chemistry major from Pune Nahrashtram, 
a small town in southern India, Taherbhai 
plans to attend medical school. 
Mitchell first became interested in 
international education as a Navy officer 
during World War II, when he was exposed 
to cultures that were far different from any 
he had encountered during his upbringing 
in Charleston, S .C., as the youngest of 
1 2  children. 
"I was assigned to the Pacific campaign 
and had the opportunity to see Australia, 
Japan, China, Korea and the Philippines," 
he says. "Subsequently, I 've had the 
opportunity to visit many times throughout 
Europe and Scandinavia." 
Mitchell says international exchange 
and scholarship programs expand horizons, 
provide opportunities and break down 
stereotypes, and he points out that most 
recipients return to their native countries 
with a favorable impression of the United 
States. He says he is honored that a 
scholarship in his name will continue 
to provide opportunities to international 
students for many years to come. 
"The idea is that if we get them over 
here, they will be your friend for life. And 
it works," says Mitchell. 
- John Roberts 
1 1  
12 
Pride in Ownership 
Belief, faith and action 
Those of you who attended Furman in the 
1 970s may remember "Soup Group." 
The group was started by freshmen in 
a humanities course who wanted the lively 
conversations begun in class to continue. 
With the support of religion professor 
Albert B lackwell, philosophy professor 
James Edwards, and English professors 
Duncan McArthur and Stanley Crowe, 
among many others, the group gathered 
once a week for a simple meal of soup, 
bread, iced tea and cookies. Someone 
(usually a student) brought a "thesis" to 
the table and offered it to the group for 
discussion. Whatever topic had captivated 
the attention of the presenter - politics, 
ethics, theology, philosophy, l iterature­
was fair game for the dialogue. 
There was something special about 
"Soup Group," and consciously or uncon­
sciously, I have used it since as a standard 
of comparison for other groups.  Sadly, 
I have not often encountered that rare 
combination of ingredients: critical 
examination of significant questions, 
multiplicity of perspectives, vulnerability 
and long-term interpersonal commitment. 
I hope that the Center for Theological 
Exploration of Vocation, funded during the 
Forever Furman campaign by a $2 million 
grant from the Lilly Endowment, Inc. ,  has 
begun to open the way for a "Soup Group" 
vision of community at Furman that is 
evolving across a broad range of programs. 
To see the center 's impact for yourself, 
you might drop in on a session of the Lilly 
Faculty Seminar, led by religion professor 
John Shelley. You could hear physicist 
David Turner offer a scientific analogy 
to clarify some points about religious 
pluralism, or mathematician John Harris 
develop a literary metaphor. Later in the 
day, you might hear faculty share their 
personal "credos" or tell about their most 
transforming life experiences. On another 
day, you might find a musician, a political 
scientist, a French professor and others 
balancing on rocks in a creek to examine 
salamander habitats, or tromping through 
a marsh to look for an almost-extinct plant 
with biologist Wade Worthen. 
Are important "theses" being presented 
and critically discussed from a multiplicity 
of perspectives in these contexts? You bet! 
The "Soup Group" sense of community 
is similarly at work in the center 's inter­
national service-learning program. Groups 
Center's programs prompt conversations about what matters 
Street musicians taught Brandon Berry '04 a tune during his visit to Havana last spring. 
of faculty and students have spent the last 
three winter breaks in Cuba engaged in 
intergenerational and cross-cultural conver­
sations about the value of humanitarian 
service as vocation. Some of the travelers 
return with a significant change in their 
vocational direction, and others develop 
a new understanding of how their vocational 
inclinations fit into the world's needs. 
Participants engage in serious talk about 
vocation - who, what, how and why -
long before they travel to Cuba, and the 
discussions continue long after they return. 
Other richly textured conversations 
about belief, faith and action occur during 
the center's summer theology institute for 
incoming freshmen, now in its third year. 
During the two-week residential seminar, 
participants work with Furman alumni and 
faculty and with community leaders such 
as former religion professor Jeff Rogers, 
now pastor of Greenville's First Baptist 
Church, and Ed Marshall, director of the 
Northwest Crescent Child Development 
and Family Services Center. 
The students, from all over the country 
and from different faith traditions, share 
their quest for self-understanding through 
theological study, expressive activities and 
community service. Whether they are 
sitting in a classroom, surveying a landfill, 
shoveling mulch or making masks out of 
milk jugs, the conversation continues about 
what really matters. 
Perhaps the best example of diversity­
in-community occurs in meetings of the 
center 's advisory council, composed of 
students, faculty, trustees, alumni and 
community leaders. This group creates 
a natural bridge from the academy into the 
community - an important vocational 
link. Plans are under way to form leader­
ship teams to explore critical needs in the 
Greenville community and to propose 
projects that could be carried out with 
funding from the Lilly grant. These 
projects will undoubtedly create even more 
realistic conversations about what matters 
and how one ought to live in the world. 
This is only a sampling of Lilly 
projects at Furman. Alumni will be the 
focus of future programs, because 
vocational questions and transitions are 
not limited to those making ftrst-time career 
decisions. Through their actions and deeds, 
many Furman alumni prove that it is 
possible to find that place in life where, as 
Frederick Buechner puts it, "your deep 
gladness meets the world's deep need." 
Together, we can continue to find ways 
to expand the Furman "Soup Group" vision 
of community. 
- Elaine Nocks 
The author is professor ofpsychology and 
co-director, with Spanish professor David 
Bost, of the Center for Theological Explora­
tion of Vocation. For more information 
about the center and its programs, visit 
its Web site (www.furman.edu/lilly) or 
contact the center's coordinator, Ann 
Anshus Quattlebaum '64, at (864) 294-
2511 or at ann.quattlebaum@furman.edu. 
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New York state of mind 
The United Nations Internship Endowed 
Fund was established in 1999 by Frances 
Cox Jones '45 of Spartanburg, S.C., after 
her granddaughter; Christine Lawson '99, 
enjoyed an outstanding experience at the 
UN as a Furman student. Brett Jones '02, 
author of this article, was the first student 
to benefit from the fund. 
The UN program is part of a coopera­
tive arrangement with Occidental College 
of Los Angeles. 
How does one describe the best four 
months of his life? My time at the United 
Nations can be characterized as nothing 
less than spectacular. 
In the fall of 2000, I was the first 
student from Furman to study with the 
Occidental College Semester of Study 
at the United Nations. The program itself 
was rather intense and consisted of two 
classes on human rights and security, 
an independent research paper and an 
internship. 
Academically, we were exposed to 
some incredible things. Each day, we 
welcomed lecturers from the UN Secretariat 
who spoke on any number of issues. Speak­
ers ranged from the UN press secretary to 
the former head of the Mozambiquan Air 
Force, who had by then taken a position 
as a disarmament expert. 
Our internships placed us throughout 
the United Nations. Mine was at the United 
Nations Association, the nation's largest 
grassroots organization supporting the UN. 
From time to time I attended events spon­
sored by the UN or by affiliated organi­
zations, such as fund-raisers and seminars 
on various issues facing the world. 
While I spent much of my time study­
ing, my learning experience in New York 
was not limited to the classroom or to my 
internship. Every moment of every day 
was an opportunity to Jearn. My group of 
friends was extremely varied. Not only 
were they ethnically diverse, but they 
practiced different faiths and held different 
political opinions. 
Amazingly, though, all were motivated 
by a desire to learn and a commitment to 
serving their fellow human beings. Even 
though we did not always agree on the 
ways to solve the problems of the world, 
we shared a mutual understanding and 
a commitment to making the world 
a better place. 
A United Nations internship expands a young man's world view 
It was this 
common bond that 
made the experience 
so exceptional. While 
the classroom lectures 
and the events withjn 
the UN were en­
lightening, I will 
never forget the 
conversations I had 
over dinner at Mee's 
Noodle Shop with 
Rali Badissy and 
Aaron Resnick, 
two friends who 
were Muslim and 
Jewish, respectively. 
Although our back­
grounds were vastly 
different, we were 
able to agree much 
more than we dis­
agreed. Nor will I 
forget the nights that 
we went out as a 
group to the Russian 
Samovar Room or to 
Greenwich Village to 
listen to live music. 
The friends I made 
during my time in 
New York were the 
best part of the ex-
See Brett Jones' UN diary at furman.edu/engaged!BrettattheUN.html. 
perience, and I still keep in touch with 
them today. 
New York was the perfect place for 
a diverse group of students to come together 
and Jearn about the world. The city itself 
is so much more than we see on television 
or in the news. It is the most dynamic and 
amazing place in the world, with its own 
pulse and its own energy. You cannot truly 
experience New York until you have 
walked down Second Avenue on a blustery 
evening or eaten a Hebrew National hot 
dog on the way to Central Park. It's the 
special nature of New York that makes it 
the greatest city on Earth. I hope one day 
to return and settle in the New York area. 
Looking back, the most remarkable 
aspect about my UN experience was not 
that I had some great epiphany or some 
incredible revelation about life. It was that 
I became more firmly attached to my own 
beliefs. By experiencing new things, new 
people and new ideas, I was able to 
examine myself and my own convictions 
more critically. In the end I realized that 
I was very happy being Brett Jones, and I 
realized that my faith and spiritual life are 
what make me the person I am. 
Now, more than two years later, I am 
able to look back and see that my time at 
Furman leading up to my trip to New York 
had prepared me well for my semester of 
study, and that it was an incredible honor 
to represent the university as its first student 
in the Oxy-at-the-UN program. 
- Brett Jones '02 
A political science major at Furman, the 
author is a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Air 
Force and is completing the Of icer 
Intelligence Course at Goodfellow Air 
Force Base in San Angelo, Texas. 
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THE PHONE CALL COMES JARRINGLY, OFfEN IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT. The voice on the other end says that 
there has been an accident, and that a Furman student has been 
killed. The Public Safety officer on duty shares the name, as well 
as any other details that are available. 
Other times the call comes during the course of the workday, 
a jolting interruption in the otherwise normal routine. We learn 
that a student has died after a long battle with a cruel and debilitating 
illness. 
This presents a somewhat different scenario than the emotional 
trauma caused by a sudden, fatal accident. The spiraling decline 
of a student suffering from an incurable 
disease has already worn upon friends and 
acquaintances who have watched helplessly 
as someone their age becomes progressively 
weaker. But while the news may not be 
totally unexpected, its impact is the same. 
The campus is shocked. No one can 
believe it. And in one brief moment, students 
are forced to grapple with one of life's most 
difficult lessons, something for which no 
lecture or textbook can prepare them: the 
fragile and precarious nature of human 
existence. 
College students often assume that they 
are invulnerable. But when the reality of a 
classmate's death hits home, they come face­
to-face with their own mortality. 
Yet they are not alone in their grief. 
Everyone who is part of this shared 
community - faculty, staff, administration, 
trustees - is affected by the loss. To help 
the campus cope, those of us responsible for 
providing guidance and direction to students 
during their college years assume different 
and more intimate roles as counselors, 
sounding boards and friends to the entire Furman family. 
No matter the circumstance, the death of a student reminds us 
that no community is immune from tragedy. In the face of trauma 
and loss, our job is to comfort the grieving while helping the 
university maintain its equilibrium. 
THE SAD TRUTH IS THAT, SINCE 1995, EIGHT FURMAN 
STUDENTS HAVE DIED as a result of an illness or accident. 
Four of those deaths have occurred within the last year alone. 
For any institution of higher learning, this number would be 
alarming. For a school with only 2,600 students, a place where 
there are few strangers, so many deaths in such a short period of 
time is staggering. I have worked at Furman since 1 968 and have 
seen periods of several years pass when no student has died. Never 
during my time here has the university experienced so much loss 
in so brief a span. 
Much is made of life in the Furman "bubble," the imaginary, 
protective cocoon that students often joke about during their four 
years on campus. But as the last few years have demonstrated, 
the Furman bubble does not exempt any of us from the ebb and 
flow of everyday life. 
In trying to make sense of these losses, we grope for answers. 
Yet the test of a community is not whether it is protected from pain 
and loss, but how it responds when a tragedy occurs without 
warning or reason. 
Those of us in counseling and student services at Furman have 
developed a course of action to prepare the university community 
for the news and to help its members cope with the loss of a friend. 
On paper the carefully planned, step-by-step approach may seem 
detached and clinical, but by focusing on 
doing our jobs we are better able to console 
those who are most in need. And in helping 
others, we are better able to work through 
our own grief. 
wHEN A LATE-NIGHT CALL COMES 
FROM PUBLIC SAFETY and we learn 
the nature of the accident and how many 
students are involved, we immediately make 
a series of phone calls. 
Our first concern is to notify the parents 
of the students. The president is then alerted, 
as are the Chaplains Office, Counseling 
Center and other administrative departments 
that will play an important role during the 
subsequent hours and days. 
If the accident happens close to campus, 
the Public Safety director travels to the scene 
to gather information. His assessment 
dictates which of us goes to the accident 
location and which of us goes to the hospital 
or the residence halls to help grieving parents 
and students. 
As night moves toward day, the hospital 
may become a place of mourning as family and students gather to 
console each other. Once the campus community as a whole learns 
the news, the chaplains and staffs of the Counseling Center and 
Student Services are on call to provide support. 
In the residence halls, resident assistants and freshman advisors 
- students who live on each floor and who have received training 
in counseling - are alerted to the situation. They, too, provide 
a sympathetic ear and a shoulder to cry on, and they can immediately 
refer students whom they deem in need of more intensive help. 
When a student dies after an extended illness, the university 
follows much the same process. Although the death is less sudden 
than one caused by an accident, the impact on the campus 
community is equally as devastating. 
Whenever a death occurs, the Chaplains Office coordinates 
a memorial service on campus. This gives the Furman community 
the chance to celebrate a friend's life and to mourn together, 
and it often serves as a starting point from which the healing 
process can begin. 
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DEALING WITH TRAGEDY IS ONE THING. Understanding 
it is another. 
With any illness, there is a documented pathology of disease. 
Although we may find it difficult to accept that someone in the 
prime of life can be stricken with a terminal illness, we at least 
know what to expect and realize that there is some logic to the 
sequence of events. 
Their lives are governed by their day-timers and Palm Pilots. 
Furman students are no exception; they tend to be outgoing 
over-achievers who are interested in experiencing anything and 
everything, sometimes to their detriment. They often are so busy 
that they don't think to slow down and reflect on what they are 
doing or why they are doing it, which can result in hasty decisions 
and lapses in judgment. 
Accidental deaths are more problematic, because they tend to 
have one or more underlying causes. 
It is an unfortunate fact that today's society operates at a much 
faster, more hectic pace than even 10 years ago. Almost universally, 
people are trying to cram more activities into shorter periods of 
time - and no one wants to miss out on anything. 
In a 1999 national survey of college freshmen, 30.2 percent 
said that they were "frequently overwhelmed" by all they have to 
do, compared with just 16 percent in the fall of 1985. This suggests 
that students are finding it increasingly difficult to deal with the 
accelerated tempo of life and the growing demands on their time. 
College students are the poster children for this type of existence. 
Furthermore, the world beyond the bubble is constantly enticing 
today's students - and they have greater access to it than ever 
SEASON OF GRIEF AND GRACE 
Soccer team emerges from tragedy to discover what matters most. 
It  was seven days after Furman soccer 
player Gray Griffin had d ied i n  a car 
accident on Interstate 85 outside Spartan­
burg ,  S.C.  The young man's funeral , held 
in Huntersvil le, N .C . ,  was over, as was the 
memorial service on campus. 
The team, devastated by what had 
happened, had al ready postponed two 
games, and a Homecoming contest against 
the College of Charleston was j ust a few 
days away. It was time to decide how the 
2002 season was going to continue - or 
if it would continue at al l .  
"I told them we could either go on and 
play or we could stop," says coach Doug 
Allison. "I wouldn't have blamed them if 
they had wanted to stop." 
But the players decided it was important 
to play on, not just for themselves but for 
those who no longer had the option. The 
accident that had ki l led Griffin had injured 
three other players - Chefik Simo, Josh 
Villalobos and Sean M urray - and Sima's 
injuries were severe enough to be life­
threatening. In fact, he would remain in the 
hospital for six weeks before being released. 
Senior Clint Hi l l  says that the team was 
in a state of shock after the accident and 
needed to get back on the playing field to 
do the one thing that al l  of them had been 
doing since age 5. But that fi rst practice 
offered little consolation. 
"The first time we stepped back on the 
field was the biggest shock of all," he says. 
"You look around and G ray's not there. 
Chefik's not there. It seemed that half our 
team wasn't there." 
M oving forward after such a tragedy 
was a new experience for everybody. 
Allison had never experienced anything like 
it, nor did he know anyone who had. There 
was no blueprint to follow. Allison conferred 
with his assistant coaches and went to Hi l l ,  
one of his older players, for advice. 
They decided it was important to stay 
together as a team, not just on the field but 
off it. They also thought it was important to 
be able to laugh again .  "Gray was a funny 
kid. He was quite a character," All ison says. 
"He would want us to remember him that 
way." 
The players and even some of their 
parents began gathering at Al l ison's house 
at night. They talked, ate, learned to play 
chess. A few players didn't want to come, 
but Allison coaxed them into joining the 
others. Several former players, including 
2001 All-American John Barry Nusum, also 
came back to offer their support. 
Practices became more normal as time 
went on, even though a shortage of players 
forced Allison and the other coaches to suit 
up for scrimmages. The fi rst game after 
By Vince Moore 
the accident was at home against the 
College of Charleston October 1 9. Furman 
scored with less than five minutes remaining 
to win 1 -0. 
The victory marked the beginning of 
a most remarkable and entirely inexplicable 
run .  The Paladins would not lose another 
regular-season game, nor would they give 
up a single goal in the process. Counting 
a game against North Carol ina-Ashevi l le 
just prior to the accident, Furman recorded 
an NCAA-record 1 1  consecutive shutouts. 
The streak would carry through two NCAA 
tournament victories against Loyola of 
Maryland and Virginia Commonwealth. 
Such defensive success was all the 
more remarkable considering that Griffin 
and Simo were both starters - and two of 
Fu rman's better defensive players. Allison 
also says he is the most offensive-minded 
coach you can find. He l ikes to joke that 
he knows two defensive drills, which he 
cleverly disguises so that the team won't 
discover he doesn't know any more. 
"It wasn't coaching. I can promise you 
that," All ison says. "It wasn't anything we 
were focused on. Everybody just stepped 
up and said we are not going to get scored 
on. 
"We didn't focus on tactics much the 
rest of the year, and that is something I ' l l  
carry with me next season. It's not a l l  about 
before. All of them have cell phones and computers with Internet 
connections and instant messaging capability. Thirty years ago, 
fewer than half the Furman student population of 2,000 had a 
how inadvertent or unintentional , can have devastating 
consequences.  
We try to encourage students to slow down, take life as it 
comes and think carefully before acting, but it is difficult to compete 
with the conflicting messages society sends and the always-on­
the-go lifestyles students tend to adopt. We can only hope that the 
frantic pace of their lives does not lead to a tragic moment of 
inattentiveness. 
car on campus. This year, 92 percent of Furman students -
approximately 2,400 of 2,600 - have cars. 
Packed schedules. Frantic lifestyles. The desire to be 
everywhere at once. Increased mobility. Immediate access to the 
outside world. Combine these factors with students ' tendencies 
to, on occasion, make the wrong choice, such as drinking or driving 
while tired or impaired. Given the right set of circumstances, the 
stage is set f.or tragedy. 
If it does, then I fear that I will once again receive one 
of those dreaded late-night phone calls. 
When I look back at the recent accidents that have resulted 
in the deaths of Furman students, the common thread in each 
The author, a 1966 Furman graduate, is the university 's vice 
president for student services. 
is a "moment of inattentiveness." And one such instant, no matter 
tactics. If you can get kids to play for 
a common goal, it's amazing what they 
can do." 
Both Allison and Hill say that Furman 
was a d ifferent team after the accident. 
The players had a perspective they had 
never had before. 
"We were forced to reconsider what we 
previously thought was important," Hil l  says. 
"I could especially see that with the freshmen 
and sophomores, and it happened imme­
diately. Issues l ike the lack of playing time 
or what position you were playing were 
no longer important." 
And after what they had been through, 
nothing could bother the Paladins. They 
played the Southern Conference tournament 
on a quagmire of a h igh school field in a 
Charleston, S.C. ,  rainstorm. They weren't 
seeded in the NCAA tournament despite 
a 1 7-2-1 record and a No. 7 national ranking, 
which forced them to play three games and 
travel nearly 4,000 mi les over the course 
of 1 1  days. 
Says Allison, ''Those were trivial things, 
hardly worth noticing." 
And when their unl ikely season finally 
ended in the third round of the NCAA 
tournament with a 2-1 double overtime loss 
to eventual runner-up Stanford, the defeat 
didn't carry its usual sting. Instead, it marked 
a time for reflection - and appreciation. 
"It didn't feel as devastating as it has 
in the past," All ison says. "The guys had 
accomplished so much that it was hard to 
see anything else. Winning and losing just 
didn't seem to matter. When we got back 
to the hotel, all I could think of was how 
good it was to have everybody together 
in one place." 
Hill says, "We learned a life lesson that 
none of us should forget. It's not all about 
winning or losing. What's important is taking 
advantage of the time you have together, 
coming together as a team. 
"You try and reach a common goal. 
If that goal is winning, that's great. But the 
friendships and type of bonds you form as 
a team may be more important than winning 
an NCAA championship." 
The 2002 season will soon be a mem­
ory, but All ison is making sure that G ray 
Griffin won't be forgotten .  Beginning next 
season, the Furman invitational soccer 
tournament will be known as the Gray Griffin 
Memorial Tou rnament. Allison hopes that 
it is a fitting tribute to an athlete who was 
captain of the U.S. Under- 1 7  National Team 
- and a student who attended his friends' 
intramural soccer games and proudly came 
into Allison's office to show off a good grade 
on a test. 
"Gray was at Furman only a short time, 
but he had a tremendous impact on our 
team," Allison says. ''That kid had so much 
to offer. You didn't have to spend much 
time with him to know that. We want to be 
sure that he's never forgotten here." 
Anthony Esquivel helps Alex Maslow 
with the armband the team wore 
in memory of Gray Griffin. 
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"Mr. Singleton, I 'm not so ready for my close-up." 
George Singleton encourages his somewhat 
reluctant friend Stella to strike a pose. 
All photos by Charlie Register 
My d ay with 
"YOU GOTTA SEE THIS," George says, his 
voice full of child-l ike glee. "Stand over there out of the 
way." He points to the far corner of the enclosed porch, 
where we have been having coffee and not talking about 
his writing yet. "Get behind the table," he says, gesturing 
with his hands, loose-wristed, his fingers spread as if 
playing a piano. 
"Ready?" He walks into the kitchen, where a baby 
gate holds back six dogs of various shapes and sizes. 
He had thoughtfu l ly penned up some of his smaller 
dogs before I arrived so I wouldn't be overrun.  
Altogether, George has ten dogs and one very 
tough cat - all of them strays in one way or another. 
During our conversation, George and I have had to talk 
louder because the dogs in the kitchen have been 
barking and yipping louder and louder until it's like trying 
to talk inside a kennel. 
A vi s it with George S i ngl eton : George decides it's time for the dogs to go outside. 
author, phi losopher and q u i rky 
but perceptive c h ro n ic ler  of 
the h u m a n  cond iti o n . 
"And they're off." He 
l ifts the baby gate and the 
dogs tear out of the kitchen, 
run through the living room 
and skid onto the linoleum 
porch floor, their paws 
clicking as they slide. 
place, going nowhere. 
laugh.  
For a moment they run 
George laughs his gravelly 
The dogs finally get their footing on the porch and 
scramble out the door, joining the bigger dogs in the 
fenced back yard. George refi l ls our coffee cups, and 
as we sit back down, one of the smallest dogs, a l ight 
brown beagle, has circled back inside. "Go on, Stella," 
George says, waving the dog outside. 
The dog pauses and cocks her head at George. 
"Go on!" 
Instead, the dog hops into George's lap and settles 
in ,  knowing, as does anyone who has spent time with 
him, that despite all he does to act l ike he isn't, George 
is a soft touch. He pets Stella the whole time we talk. 
0 n a crisp November morning I have driven down 
from Asheville to see George. He lives in Dacusville, 
a little community between Greenville and Pickens, not 
all that far from Furman, which George graduated from 
By Tommy Hays 
in 1 980. He lives in a modest, well-kept brick rancher 
that he shares with his partner of ten years, clay artist 
Glenda Guion. 
I've come to talk, interview being too formal a word 
for anything concerning George Singleton. The news 
is that after nearly two decades of quietly but consistently 
placing stories in small but respected literary magazines 
such as The Georgia Review, The Greensboro Review 
and Shenandoah, George's writing career has suddenly 
skyrocketed. His fi rst book of short stories, These 
People Are Us, was published in 2001 to critical acclaim. 
His second book of stories, The Half-Mammals of Dixie, 
out only since September, is already in its third printing 
and was named one of the top ten books of 2002 at 
amazon .com. He has published recently in Harper's, 
The Atlantic and Book magazine and been profiled on 
National Public Radio's "Morning Edition." 
George's third book wil l  be out in the fall of 2004 
and is titled Nothing's Enough, which is appropriate 
seeing as how editors can't seem to get enough of his 
stories. He is currently at work on a fourth collection 
and spent much of the fall on a 30-city promotional tour. 
But right now, instead of watching the "Good Morning 
Show" in a hotel room in Mi lwaukee or New Orleans, 
he's at home in Dacusvi l le with a dog in his lap. And 
he's not smoking, on my account. Today he's the derelict 
writer - unshaven and wearing a "Dead Mule Club" 
cap he picked up at a Chapel Hi l l  bar named after a 
book about all the southern novels with references to 
dead mules. The jacket photo for Half-Mammals, taken 
by Glenda, shows George encased in a one-man sauna, 
scowl ing, a cigarette dangling from his mouth. 
But looking at him across the table, I see that 
beneath the cap and the day-old growth is a handsome, 
happily determined 44-year-old ,  his hair turning a dis­
tinguished gray at the temples. His eyebrows are bushy, 
horizontal exclamation points, and his eyes are those 
of a professional observer, a self-trained watcher, 
a noticer of the highest degree, able to sum you up 
within  about five seconds of meeting you. 
The endearing and scary thing about George is 
that 20 years from now he will remember any and every 
little thing you might have mentioned about you rself. 
He takes such studious pleasure in the details of the 
lives of the people around him, it is no wonder that 
stories roll off his printer with assembly-l ine regularity. 
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W hen I ask h im how he goes about writing a story, he sighs, l ike he's had to answer this question 
about half a million times lately. "OK," he says. "I usually 
start off with the SOD-word-sentence thing. I have two 
characters in conflict, a protagonist and an antagonist, 
and they start going around and around and sometimes 
a story comes out of it." I have heard him ask students 
at the South Carolina Governor's School for the Arts 
and Humanities in Greenville, where he teaches, to start 
their stories with a 500-word sentence, but I always 
thought this was just an exercise. I had no idea this 
was how he started his own stories. 
"Of course, most stories don't pan out," he says, 
petting Stella. "Probably about one out of every fou r  
story attempts makes i t  a s  a finished story." And then 
only a portion of them ever sees the l ight of day. 
George calculates he has 
One th i ng that i n d i rectly 
finished about 300 stories over 
his career, 80 of which have been 
published. "I have a friend, 
hel ped George with h is 
stud i e s  was the C h ri sti a n  
Coa l it ion . " Fo r  some 
reaso n ,  they zeroed in  o n  
me.  They wou ld corner m e  
i n  t h e  l a u n d r y  room , so I 
bega n h a ngi ng out i n  the 
l ibrary . . .  They never came 
in the re . "  
Ray Phillips, who writes only three 
or four stories a year and 
publishes them all in The Atlantic 
or Harper's," he says. " I  write 
between 20 and 24 stories a year. 
Most appear in journals and if 
I luck up, one or two appear in 
national magazines." 
He pauses. "But talking 
about writing is boring," he says. 
And I remember that in the 
acknowledgments of These 
People Are Us, George thanks 
several writer friends "for knowing 
and talking about things other 
than writing." 
''Talking about writing," 
George says, "is like talking about 
running - left foot, right foot, left 
foot, right foot, jump over the 
ditch, swerve away from the crazy 
dog, left foot, right foot." Then he adds, "Besides, writing 
a story isn't all that hard. Digging a ditch, now that's 
hard!" 
This is typical George. Ron Rash, an accomplished 
writer in Pendleton, S.C. ,  and one of George's longtime 
friends, knows all about this qual ity. "Nobody knows 
how hard George works, how serious a writer he is," 
says Rash. "The disciplined way he has gone about 
it - the man has paid serious dues for a long time. 
Getting up at six every morning and writing for three or 
four hours and then going to teach, holding down a ful l­
time job, and doing that for years. Success should 
have come much sooner than it did, yet there never 
was a moment when George gave up, never a moment 
when he didn't believe in h imself. Now that's what I 
call a writer." 
Shannon Ravenel,  George's editor at Algonquin 
Books of Chapel Hil l and arguably one of the most 
important fiction editors working today, says, "George 
is completely dedicated to and serious about his writing, 
no matter how hard he might try to make us think 
otherwise." 
Ravenel was familiar with George's stories long 
before she became his publisher. She included his 
work five times in New Stories from the South, an annual 
anthology she has been compil ing for 1 7  years. The 
anthology is col lected mostly from the literary journals 
where George first made his mark, gained a reputation 
and won support from editors. 
"I was attracted to George's stories by their humor, 
much of which derives from the relentlessly obsessive 
narrative voices he uses," says Ravenel. George pub­
lished These People Are Us with River City Press, 
a small Alabama publisher, in 2001 . But then Ravenel 
offered to publish a second book of George's stories, 
which became The Half-Mammals of Dixie. Then she 
bought a third book and has committed to a fourth. 
She works with h im regularly, giving him the kind of 
hands-on editorial attention that has become extremely 
rare in the publishing world. 
"George's stories are remarkable for their wild plots, 
wild h umor, wild narrative voice - and steady, if 
understated,  belief in human goodness," Ravenel says. 
"I love him, I love his fiction, I love his view of the world." 
W hi le George and I talk, the sun has brightened the back yard and another dog that looks a lot 
l ike a coyote has come to sit at George's feet. She's 
an old dog, moving a little stiffly. ''This is River," George 
says. "Back when I was teaching at Francis Marion 
College, a student saw someone throw a sack into 
a river. She fished it out and found two puppies in it. 
She took one and I took one," he says, nodding at River, 
who raises her eyes, as if she understands she is being 
talked about. 
"That's Charlie." George points to a black cocker­
spaniel-looking dog lying in some monkey grass out 
in the yard. "That's Maggie." He points to a dog with 
a lot of chow in her. "Glenda saw a woman th row her 
in our yard on New Year's Eve last year." He tells me 
about Joan, Hersey, Ann, Inky, Marty and Dooley, each 
with their own story, and about Herb, the cat, whom he 
and Glenda found as a kitten in  the dumpster. 
Although George would rather talk about his animals, 
I steer the conversation back to his years at Furman. 
He grew up in G reenwood, S.C, and attended Green­
wood High, where he was a distance runner. A Fu rman 
track coach befriended h im and encouraged h im to 
apply to Furman, which George did. Thinking he would 
not be accepted,  he f i l led out an application to the 
University of South Carol ina. On the day he walked 
outside to mail it, he found the acceptance letter to 
Fu rman in his mailbox. 
"But my senior year at G reenwood H igh I was 
injured, so I never ran track at Furman," he says, "which 
turned out to be a good thing. I needed to study." 
Another thing that indirectly helped George with his 
studies was the Christian Coalition. "For some reason, 
they zeroed in on me," he says. "They would corner 
me in  the laundry room, so I began hanging out in  the 
l ibrary." He laughs. "They never came in  there." 
In  fact, George's story " Impu rities" in The Half­
Mammals of Dixie was inspired by his laundry-room 
experiences at Furman. It is about a Christian water 
filter salesman who shows up at the narrator's door: 
It took three or four seconds before I realized that 
the glaze-eyed man on my front stoop used to corner 
me in college and recite, I assumed, damn near all of 
the Gospel according to St. John, in order. He hung 
out in the laundry room in the basement of our dorm. 
Back then, I took my still soapy clothes out of the washer 
half the time so I wouldn't have to hear him rant during 
the spin cycle. 
U nl ike a lot of writers who major in English in college, George majored in phi losophy. These days he 
often advises high school students to consider majoring 
in something other than Engl ish, "so you'l l  know about 
something and have something to write about." 
"When I look back on it," George says, "philosophy 
had a h uge impact on my writing.  I read guys like 
Spinoza, Kant, Wittgenstein." But the phi losopher who 
really changed George was Arthur Schopenhauer. "He 
In professorial mode and sporting his Dead Mule Club 
cap, George makes a point to his Governor's School 
class. Opposite: The writer's desk at home, 
with assorted Items for Inspiration. 
says that if you're not in pain, you're bored. If you're 
not bored, you're in pain. It gave me an absurdist view. 
If you're an absurdist, you're always questioning. And 
in the end, instead of answers, you end up with a lot 
more questions." Anyone who has read George's stories 
knows that, in their own strange and unexpected ways, 
his narrators are often struggl ing to find a greater 
phi losophical context. 
In the story "Normal," the narrator, Bose, a cerebral, 
sarcastic handyman, tells how he met the woman who 
would become his wife - and who turns out to be h is 
cerebral, sarcastic match. Several times throughout 
the story Bose refers to something Nietzsche said, as 
he does in the last scene, when he finds himself riding 
on the back of h is own motorcycle driven by h is wife­
to-be, whom he has known only a few hours: 
Fredrich Nietzsche once said, "In revenge and in 
Jove, woman is more barbarous than man. " He also 
said that during times of peace, a warrior will end up 
turning on himself. Suddenly I believed more in Nietzsche 
than I had in college, as I tried to imagine when I'd felt 
more at ease with a woman - even though she took 
the curves at ninety miles an hour on a road she didn't 
know, on a vehicle she'd never before maneuvered. 
George also took French at Furman and during his 
junior year spent a term in Paris, where he studied with 
a playwright. "I started really writing in France," he 
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" H e wi l l  te l l  u s  someth i ng 
sti n ks and th at we s h o u l d  
start over. The seniors told 
u s ,  ' Fi rst he ' l l  sca re the 
crap out of yo u and then 
it' l l  get more comfortable . '  
H e  sco lds u s  someti mes . 
says. "Also because I couldn't 
read French that wel l ,  I began 
reading American novelists in my 
spare time. Books like Thomas 
Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow and 
John Barth's The Sotweed Factor. 
I read these guys at night." 
His senior year at Furman, 
H e ' s  I i ke a father figu re . " he took a poetry class and a 
creative writing class with writer 
and professor Gi lbert Allen (see 
page 28). The two have become friends and over the 
years have attended each other's classes and readings. 
"George's personal ity hasn't changed much in the 20-
plus years I've known him," Allen says. "He was, and 
is, a wacky, endearing, i rreverent and, deep down, very 
gentle guy. 
"As a student, George wrote a lot," Allen remembers. 
"Most of it was rambling, off-the-wall stuff. He had 
a particular fondness for incorporating snippets of songs 
into his prose." 
Allen has watched George's career blossom over 
the years. " I 'm pleased but not surprised by his extra­
ordinary success. George's stories have a lot to offer, 
as an entertaining read and as deft social satire with 
bizarre yet believable characters. I'd call his mature 
style 'Postmodernist Redneck Baroque'." 
After Furman, George attended the University of 
North Carolina-G reensboro, where he received his 
Master of Fine Arts degree in creative writing and studied 
with poet and fiction writer Robert Watson. "He had 
known Randall Jarrell and Robert Frost," says George. 
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It's doubtful that many limericks feature the literary triad 
of Hemingway, Steinbeck and Singleton. This one occupies 
a special place In George's home office. 
"He helped me a lot." But another UNC-G professor, 
Fred Chappell , the prolific poet and fiction writer, became 
perhaps his most important mentor and supporter. 
"Fred is simply the smartest man I know," George says. 
"He speaks about a mi l l ion languages and knows 
anything about everything." 
When I ask George what was the most important 
thing he learned from Chappell, Stella fixes me with 
her gaze as if she is about to answer for h im.  
"Get up early and write," George says. 
''That's it?" 
''That, and have fun. And l isten to people." George 
pets Stella thoughtfully and then looks at me as if 
something has just occurred to h im.  "I wish I had 
listened better to all my writing teachers. Seems l ike 
I didn't get what they were tel l ing me until about five 
years after they said it." 
I f you have ever driven anywhere with George, you know he waves to other drivers. A lot. And it's more 
than just a couple of obligatory fingers casually l ifted 
from the steering wheel. It's a full-fledged, whole-hand 
salutation with a nod thrown in. And it doesn't matter 
if it's on a country road or at a stop light in downtown 
Greenville. George doesn't discriminate. 
As I follow his pickup through the countryside over 
to the Governor's School, where he is teaching this 
afternoon, I can see him wave to people. I had forgotten 
this about h im.  I first noticed it about ten years ago 
when I rode along with him and a van full of Governor's 
School students to Asheville to walk through the Thomas 
Wolfe house. As George drove us through the streets 
of Ashevil le, he was waving and saying hey at every 
intersection. I 'm happy to see he is still at it. And I find 
myself thinking about how George doesn't write stories 
from the point of view of white-collar workers or religious 
zealots or political conservatives, and that he titled his 
fi rst book These People Are Us. 
The Governor's School is a beautiful complex of 
bui ldings on the bank of the Reedy River in downtown 
Greenvil le, situated on the edge of what was the original 
Furman campus. As we pull into the parking lot, I think 
how fitting it is that George teaches at a school that 
seems to have literally grown out of Furman soi l .  
The school i s  home to a nine-month residential 
program for artistically talented junior and senior high 
school students who come from all over South Carolina 
to study music, drama, dance, visual arts or creative 
writing. Creative writing is the smal lest department by 
far, with only 1 2  students. George teaches fiction and 
Jan Bailey, department chair, teaches poetry. 
As we walk among the buildings, George's scruffy 
presence in such elegant surroundings is a kind of 
welcoming counterpoint. Peoples' faces l ight up when 
they hear his scratchy voice call to them across the 
courtyard or his heckle cut through the silence of the 
library. One older woman working in the cafeteria waves 
as he calls her name. 
"How you doing, darling?" she calls. 
Walking along with George to class, I can feel the 
whole school shake off any artsy pretentiousness. 
"We may be a small department but our students 
do wel l , "  George says. ''They win awards. They get in 
good colleges. We have people calling us up from New 
York and New Orleans asking us what we're doing." 
George thinks it is the setting.  "If you have kids in a 
place with a bunch of books and you have them reading 
and writing fou r  or f ive hours a day, they're going to get 
good." He guesses that only about one in 20 of his 
students might actually become a writer. "But the others 
go out into the world being good readers." 
H is students are sitting in the hal l ,  waiting for class. They smile when they see George. He has been 
away for several days on h is book tour. He unlocks his 
classroom, and the students settle into a circle of desks. 
George starts in on a discussion of a story called "The 
Paperhanger'' - a  dark tale told from the point of view 
of a man who kidnapped and murdered a chi ld.  It's 
written by Wil l iam G ay, a Mississippi writer who, l i ke 
George, has final ly achieved a national reputation 
after decades of writing. George, who has met Gay, 
gives a little of the author's life story, then goes back to 
the story itself. Half the class l ikes it, the other half 
hates it. 
"Do y'all read the news?" George asks. "Don't you 
think stuff like this happens?" Which precipitates a 
discussion about whether something deserves to be 
written about j ust because it could happen.  And does 
a main character need to be sympathetic, or at least 
someone the reader is wi l l ing to spend time with? J ust 
as in his stories, George, in the end, doesn't offer a pat 
answer, but leaves the class with a question: "John 
G ardner believed good fiction should be moral . Is this 
a moral story?" 
After class I talk to Anna Kate, a junior from G reer, 
who says that what she l ikes most about George's 
teaching is how honest and straightforward his critiques 
are. "He will tell us something stinks and that we should 
start over," she says. "The seniors told us, 'F i rst he' l l  
scare the crap out of you and then it ' l l  get more com­
fortable.' He scolds us sometimes. He's like a father 
figure." One thing she appreciates about George's 
teaching style is that "he often tells stories in class, 
which reminds me of my own stories." 
And being around these students reminds me 
of a story Ron Rash tells about George, when George 
was in high school .  George was not writing as these 
Governor's School students are, but he was running. 
George and Rash had met each other, both being track 
runners, and Rash ,  who was attending Gardner-Webb 
College, had a friend from G reenwood who also 
happened to be friends with George. George would 
come up to G ardner-Webb to run with th is  friend. 
"This guy was a really good runner," Rash says. 
"Much better than George. And finally one morning he 
told George he just wasn't good enough to run with him. 
But the next morning,  George showed up to run with 
him anyway. 
"I have always thought that said a lot about George. 
Here was this high school kid who d idn't care what 
anybody said and demanded to be taken seriously. 
And he has gone about h is writing the same way." 
It's true. For years George worked at h is craft, 
publishing in smaller magazines, stubbornly ignoring 
suggestions from editors and agents that he somehow 
soften his stories or morph them into novels. George 
simply wrote the stories he wanted to write. 
ASingletonsample 
This excerpt from the story "Page-a-Day, " which appears in The Half-Mammals 
of Dixie, provides a glimpse of George Singleton's literary style: 
W alter Inabinet stands in the center of his four-hundred-square-foot work space - a shingle-sided ex-slave cabin - conjuring up his 
alter persona, lowering his intelligence quotient, emptying his brain of 
the formal training he'd received in tenth-grade art class. He waits for 
visions and the voice of God to tell him what to portray next. Since 
leaving his regular job selling pharmaceuticals four years earlier Walter's 
scrawled his new name, "Seldom," daily, grown a beard, properly torn 
and smudged his clothes in a manner befitting a primitive artist, and 
sold enough flat paintings of the baby Elvis, the baby Jesus, the baby 
Henry Ford, and the baby Robert E. Lee to get his work inside art galleries 
across the Southeast and on the internet. He's not had to withdraw 
money from his retirement accounts. Rather, he's had time to perfect 
his accent, mannerisms, and squint. He's learned to buy latex paint at 
the Habitat for Humanity thrift store and to gather tin after healthy 
windstorms. 
Walter does not imagine that, at this moment, his wife, Emmie, hand 
prints scurrilous and defamatory remarks about him on calendars. She 
works, sell ing calendars, at a place called Get a Date! that's open only 
Thanksgiving to the end of January. She sells regular wall-hanging 
calendars with pictures of kittens, naked men, Vermont mountain scenes, 
naked women, Humane Society dogs, swimsuit models, teen-boy bands, 
teen-girl pop stars, thoroughbred horses, the multicolored houses of 
Charleston's Bay Street, and the diners of Route 66. She peddles 
word-a-days, crossword-a-days, horoscope-a-days, cartoon-a-days, 
find-your-spirit-a-days, cryptoquote-a-days, and regular generic desk 
calendars on her job, located a block off King Street in the fancy, tourist­
ridden section of downtown Charleston. On each calendar she turns 
to April 1 5 - the day her husband, Walter, quit his job in 1 997 and became 
Seldom - and writes "Seldom Inabinet Is a Phony," clearly, in indelible 
ink, hoping that whoever buys the calendar will notice it, keep the thought, 
and never buy primitive works from the man. On occasion Emmie writes, 
"Seldom Inabinet Ran Away from Wife, 1 997" or "Seldom Inabinet Leaves 
Human Race, 1 997." 
Emmie took the job because, as she told her increasingly distant 
husband, "I can't count on you bringing in money like you used to when 
you lived by the vows we took." At least once a week she says,"l loved 
you better when you were a drug dealer." 
Consequently, he has written stories that, as Rash 
says, "no one else could have written."  And while he 
might not run track any longer, few would argue that, 
among writers, George runs with the best. 
Tommy Hays, a 1977 Furman graduate, is director of 
the Great Smokies Writing Program at the University 
of North Carolina-Asheville and creative writing chair 
of the Honors Program at the South Carolina Governor's 
School for the Arts and Humanities. He has published 
two novels, Sam's Crossing and In the Family Way, 
winner of the Thomas Wolfe Memorial Literary A ward. 
Electronic Antiqu ity Technology is bringing the Classical World to a wider audience than ever before. 
T he discipline of Classics is the custodian of the Greek and Roman past, and 
classicists today stand at the end of a 
tradition that began with the poets who sang 
songs of the Trojan War and transmitted 
their lore, their cultural possession, in the 
''text" of song. Later, Greek-speaking 
scholars - who were not all Greeks but 
may have been Jews, Arabs, Ethiopians or 
Etruscans - preserved knowledge on 
papyrus and added to that knowledge 
through reading,  commenting, excerpting 
and editing the texts in their possession. 
As technology changed, classicists 
changed with it - and helped to change 
it. The scholars of Alexandria in the third 
century BCE (Before the Common Era) read 
from papyrus rolls. The faculty of the library 
of Pergamum, when there was no papyrus 
to be found, invented "Papyrus of Perga­
mum," made of cured, stretched sheepskin; 
its name, "papyrus pergamentum," gives us 
the word "parchment." 
The classicists of the Roman period 
gave up the rolled-up book in favor of the 
"codex," the form that the ink-and-paper 
book has taken ever since. In later antiquity, 
scholars invented and adopted other tech­
nologies that we take for granted: putting 
spaces between letters, using upper- and 
lower-case letters, punctuation, page­
numbers, alphabetization. 
The works of the Greeks and Romans 
are there for all to see - the temples and 
buildings, the roads and vases. But the 
ideas of the Greeks and Romans are acces­
sible only through the texts that survive from 
antiquity, and the only gateways to those 
texts are the G reek and Latin languages. 
For this reason, the discipline of Classics 
has always required of its students a knowl­
edge of the ancient languages and a dedi­
cation to reading Greek and Roman literature 
in the original language. 
B ut just as in the first mi l lennium, clas­sicists are always looking for better 
ways not only to access the texts of their 
discipl ine, but also to store, share and 
analyze them. 
In  1 972, classicists at the University of 
California-Irvine began the audacious task 
of encoding in electronic media all surviving 
ancient G reek l iterature. This project, the 
''Thesaurus Linguae G raecae" or ''Treasury 
of the G reek Language," was a pioneering 
effort to bring computer technology to bear 
on humanist scholarship. Thirty years later, 
the texts of the TLG (which began their lives 
on spools of magnetic tape, moved to CO­
ROMs in 1 985, and now reside on-l ine) 
include virtually all texts from the eighth 
century BCE to the seventh century CE 
(Common Era), as well as a majority of 
Greek texts up to the fall of Constantinople 
in 1 453. 
Other projects aimed at digitizing the 
Classical World followed. Among them is 
the Perseus Project (www.perseus.tufts.edu), 
which has brought dictionaries, texts in  
Greek and Latin and in translation, gram­
matical tools, atlases, and catalogues of 
vases, coins and sculpture into a state-of­
the-art digital library. Another project, Diotima 
(www.stoa.org/diotima), is an on-line center 
for ancient texts and secondary sources 
having to do with gender in the Greek 
and Roman world. And there are others. 
These projects aim to help classicists 
pursue their own research, but they also 
serve to bring the ancient world to a wider 
audience than ever before. Ten years ago 
only those with access to a good l ibrary 
could expect to read the speeches that 
Demosthenes made in the fourth century 
BCE against Alexander the G reat. Only 
those with access to a college l ibrary could 
STORY AND PHOTOS 
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expect to find them in the original Greek, 
and only those with access to the l ibrary 
of a major research university could hope 
to find the summaries and notes to those 
speeches written by the scholar Libanius in 
the fifth century CE. Today, however, all of 
these things are available to anyone with 
interest and Internet access. 
Over the past several years, under­
graduate students of the Classics at Furman 
have had the opportunity to contribute to 
a project that takes advantage of al l  the 
potential afforded by the information revolu­
tion. In  doing so they have assumed their 
place in a three-thousand-year succession 
of scholars. 
The project is the Suda On Line 
(www.stoa.org/sol} .  Its goal is to produce 
an annotated translation of the Suda, a 
massive historical encyclopedia of the 
ancient Mediterranean world that is the 
product of classical scholars in 
Constantinople during the 1 Oth 
century CE.  
Each entry in this encyclo­
pedia is based on even earlier 
works of literature and history, 
and the work of even earlier 
scholars. The Suda con-
tains 30,000 headings and 
accompanying articles, al l 
written in Greek, on topics as 
diverse as Greek mythology, the 
comedies of Aristophanes, 
orthodox Christian theology, 
Roman emperors, notable 
heretics of the f irst mil lennium 
CE, botany, law and music. 
The scholar Paul Lamerle 
describes the Suda as "a 
succession of some thousands of items, 
their extent varying from a single word to a 
page or more. In it we find the explanation 
of a difficult form . . .  or of a rare word . . .  
a grammatical point . . .  elucidations of words 
with several meanings . . .  as well as notes 
on people, places and institutions and on 
concepts (kosmos, nous, physis). It is 
essentially an historical and l iterary 
encyclopedia, but it is also a col lection 
of proverbs and a kind of dictionary of 
quotations. We might say that it is a 
'd ictionary of conversation' for the use 
of 'cultured' people: in  this respect it is 
a reflection of the culture and of the ideal 
of culture for an era." 
Not only is the Suda a fascinating text 
in its own right, but it is a treasure-trove of 
knowledge otherwise lost. Many of the 
entries in the encyclopedia include quo­
tations from classical literature, and many 
of those quotations are from works that 
do not survive intact today. In the pages 
of the Suda are fragments of poetic, 
dramatic, historical and theological works 
that would be gone were it not for this 
encyclopedia. 
T he Suda itself has been, for all practical purposes, a "lost" text. For one thing, 
it has never been translated into English, 
because the task of translating and 
annotating so many entries on so many 
diverse topics would be too much for even 
the most productive scholar. Even the Greek 
text of the Suda is hard to come by. The 
standard edition, by Ada Adler, dates from 
the 1 9th century and has been out of print 
for decades, so only scholars with access 
to the largest l ibraries could expect to read 
the Suda in Greek. 
This is a shame; the Suda would be 
of interest to people beyond the field of 
Classics. Scholars of mythology, l inguistics 
and literature, and historians of law, music, 
science and medicine, and theology could 
profit from access to the material of the 
Suda, especially if it were translated with 
good notes and cross-references. 
In 1 998, a group of classicists -
Raphael Finkel,  Wil l iam Hutton, Catharine 
Roth, Patrick Rourke, Ross Scaife and 
El izabeth Vandiver - decided to bring 
technology to bear on the problem of the 
Suda. First, they persuaded the Thesaurus 
Linguae Graecae project to grant them 
permission to take the TLG's Greek text 
of the Suda and put it on-l ine. Then they 
set up a Web-based infrastructure that allows 
the task of translating and editing to be 
shared across the academy and across the 
world. 
Anyone who knows ancient Greek can 
apply to be a translator for the Suda On 
Line. New translators are assigned entries 
to translate and can enter their translations 
and annotations on a Web-based form. All 
entered translations are immediately visible 
to the world but are clearly labeled as "draft." 
The editors of the Suda On Line then review 
the translations, making whatever changes 
seem necessary, and can raise the status 
of entries from "draft" to "low" or "high." 
"Low" status indicates that the editors 
consider the translation to be sound, but 
make no claims to the completeness of the 
notes. "High" status indicates that the entry 
meets the highest standards of scholarship. 
The Suda On Line al lows interested 
parties to see scholarship happening before 
their very eyes. All work is immediately 
available, with an honest statement of its 
reliabil ity. Translators can search the Greek 
text and request particular entries that match 
their interests or areas of expertise. Today 
more than 1 1  ,000 entries from the Suda are 
available to the world, in English, with copi­
ous notes and cross-references, and more 
translations are being added all the time. 
For three years, Furman students 
enrolled in upper-level Greek courses have 
registered as Suda translators and have 
contributed their work to this international 
research project. They have translated 
entries describing the procedures of jury 
selection in classical Athens, relating strange 
anecdotes about the emperor Nero, equating 
the bibl ical figure of Job with the heroes of 
Homeric Epic, and discussing 
how variant forms of certain 
words change their meaning 
as their accent changes. 
The Greek that these 
students have translated is 
difficult to read and understand, 
both because it is written in 
dense Byzantine Greek prose 
and because, in the context of 
an al l-encompassing ency­
clopedia, there is no way to 
predict what a given entry might 
say. With the Suda, l iterally 
anything goes. The process of 
commenting on the entries 
requires that students uncover 
the sources for obscure 
quotations, find related entries 
in the Suda and earlier lexica, and note the 
non-standard grammar and spelling that the 
1 Oth-century authors often slipped into their 
writing. 
The managing editors of the Suda On 
Line have welcomed the contributions of 
these Furman students. Instead of writing 
a term paper that will be read by their pro­
fessor and no one else, the students are 
able to make an immediate, meaningful and 
entirely original contribution to the body of 
the world's knowledge. 
In turn, they join the long line of 
esteemed scholars who serve as custodians 
of the ancient past - and who strive to 
make it accessible to current and future 
generations. 
The author is an associate professor 
of Classics at Furman, where he has 
taught since 1996. He holds a Ph. D. 
from Duke University. 
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A lasting connection 
Max Heller's introduction to Furman came 
in 1 938.  While working as a stock boy at 
Greenville's Piedmont Shirt Co., the young 
man, who had only recently immigrated to 
the United States, was told that "a judge 
wants to see you." 
Heller, who had escaped the growing 
Nazi oppression in Austria with the help 
of Mary Mills, a Greenville friend, didn't 
like the sound of this summons. He 
wondered, "Why would a judge want 
to see me?'' 
The judge, however, was John L. 
Plyler, president of Furman. Intrigued 
by Heller's story and impressed by his 
work ethic, Plyler became a mentor to 
Heller and arranged for him to take English 
lessons. "It was most touching," Heller 
recalls, "and it's something you don't  
forget." 
The Plyler-Heller connection was the 
start of a lasting relationship between the 
Heller family and Furman. Max and his 
wife, Trude, whose family immigrated from 
Austria during the war, would go on to 
become business and community leaders 
in Greenville, with Max serving on the 
Greenville City Council and as the city's 
mayor in the 1 970s. 
Through the years they have main­
tained close ties to Furman, establishing 
scholarships and supporting many uni­
versity programs. Both have been awarded 
honorary degrees, and Max now serves on 
the board of trustees. 
But the Furman cause with which 
they have been most closely associated 
is Collegiate Educational Service Corps. 
And now, through the efforts of civic and 
community leaders in Greenville, CESC 
will henceforth bear the name of Max and 
Trude Heller. 
On November 7, at a gathering 
attended by scores of local dignitaries, 
the university announced that a $ 1 .5 million 
endowment will ensure the operation and 
continued growth of the Max and Trude 
Heller Collegiate Educational Service 
Corps. 
Greenville civic leader Minor Mickel 
Shaw helped to spearhead the drive to 
endow CESC in honor of the Hellers. 
CESC named in honor of Trude and Max Heller 
Trude and Max Heller have spent their adult lives giving back to Greenville. The endowment 
for the Heller Collegiate Educational Service Corps will ensure the program 's viability. 
To date, more than $ 1  million has been 
raised toward the $ 1 .5 million goal. 
Shaw said, "Max and Trude Heller 
have inspired generations of Greenville 
citizens with the story of their lives and 
the way they live. We could not think of 
a more appropriate way to show our thanks 
to them than to establish an endowment to 
underwrite and give a personal name to 
Furman's CESC, one of Greenville's oldest 
and largest corps of volunteers." 
CESC, founded in 1 965 by former 
Furman administrator Betty Alverson, 
began with six students serving three 
agencies. Today an average of 800 students 
per week volunteer to work in one of 45 
agencies in Greenville, providing assistance 
to social service groups, nursing homes, 
hospitals and schools. 
The much-honored organization has 
received the South Carolina Governor's 
Award and has twice been one of four 
finalists in the National Center for Voluntary 
Action's annual award "in recognition of 
outstanding volunteer service and achieve­
ment." During the early years of CESC, 
Max Heller, as mayor of Greenville, helped 
the organization establish many of the 
agency relationships that it maintains 
to this day. 
Heller and his wife were clearly moved 
by the recognition. At the announcement, 
Max told the crowd that a "miracle" - the 
chance meeting with Mary Mills and her 
friends from Greenville that led to his 
escape from his Nazi-occupied homeland 
- helped shape his philosophy of "sharing 
oneself with others." 
And that, he said, is exactly what 
CESC does. After praising Alverson for 
her work in building the organization, he 
spoke directly to the students in the 
audience. 
"All of us search for a way to under­
stand what our role in life is," he said. 
"How do we serve? And how do we serve 
God? In my opinion, the best way is to 
serve his children. And what you in Service 
Corps do - you're doing God's work. 
"You have made people better, and 
you have become better people while 
learning what l ife is all about." 
Furman officials said they would also 
name for the Hellers a room in Furman's 
forthcoming conference center, which is 
still in the planning stages. In addition, 
the Hellers were presented a "letter box" 
containing good wishes from many friends 
and family. 
If you would like to write the Hellers, send 
your letter to Trude and Max Heller, 233 
North Main Street, Suite 200, Greenville, 
S. C. 29601. For one student's perspective 
on the impact of the Heller Collegiate 
Educational Service Corps, see page 48. 
David A. Smith , 1 928-2003 
David Smith, who taught at Furman for 31 years, died January 4 of complications 
from Parkinson s disease. Smith retired in 1991 as the Reuben B. Pitts Professor 
of Religion. Memorials may go to the David A. Smith Scholarship Fund in the 
Humanities at Furman, or the American Parkinson 's Disease Association, 
1250 Hylan Blvd., Suite 4B, Staten Island, N. Y.  10305. 
The first of David Smith's virtues to impress 
me was his kindness. Upon my arrival at 
Furman in 1 97 1  as a naive instructor, David 
quietly took me under his wing. He 
encouraged me, warned me concerning the 
realities of university politics, shared 
insights into teaching, and offered the kind 
of conversation that nurtures friendship. 
In time I came to realize that David 
was the only person I have known with 
whom I would think of associating the 
word "sage." I am thinking first of the 
handsome, hoary visage and demeanor he 
wore with such dignity. But also our "sage" 
stems from the Latin sapere and connotes 
a person who embodies mental, moral, 
spiritual and aesthetic qualities of wisdom, 
judgment, sensibility and taste. Small 
wonder so many students came to revere 
him as a Christian sage, or that institutions 
like Furman and Greenville's First Baptist 
Church came to covet his sage advice. 
His special legacies to Furman include 
our program of Asian-African studies, 
which David was influential in establishing; 
a strengthened interdisciplinary Humanities 
course, which for years he team-taught and 
coordinated; and Furman's broad educa­
tional offerings in world religions, which 
David was one of the first to recognize 
as essential for ethical citizenship and 
mature faith. In his honor the Department 
of Religion has established the David 
Anthony Smith Award in Religion, pre­
sented annually to "a graduating senior 
for excellence in the study of world 
religions, and for promotion of inter­
religious understanding and dialogue." 
Upon David's retirement from Furman 
in 1 99 1 ,  the department invited students, 
colleagues and friends to share their 
thoughts about him. The response was an 
embarrassment of riches - far more 
tributes than our formal ceremonies could 
accommodate. He was portrayed as a lover 
of Charles Dickens, mystery stories, cats, 
music, watercolors, Christmas, manger 
scenes, trains, North Carolina coves, 
Yorkshire countryside and London culture. 
One former student distilled the praise of 
many: "More than a great teacher, he was 
a trusted counselor and friend." 
A faculty colleague, with a reputation 
for being pretty crusty, wrote about David 
at length: "I think he sees every human 
being as a subject for love. He is tolerant, 
far more so than I am, and he has gentled 
me a little. Yet he sees a fool or a phony 
as clearly as anyone. 
"David has none of that mealy­
mouthed unction by which many folk avoid 
making responsible judgments. But he 
doesn't let the foibles of people bother 
him. Rather he tries to find some good, 
and if he can't, he maintains balance and 
gets the job done. He is widely learned, 
extraordinarily eclectic, and delightfully 
eccentric in his interests. As a faculty 
member David stands for what is right in 
University matters, at times courageously. 
And everyone knows that David has been 
a wonderful and loving influence on his 
students, counseling them on matters 
ranging from spiritual doubt and moral 
dilemmas to decisions about daily life, 
always with their personal welfare 
foremost. I hope that Furman continues 
to cherish people like David Smith." 
It was striking how many of these 
tributes began with the observation 
expressed by one colleague in this way: 
"When I think of David, I include Clara. 
I can't separate them. Marriage requires 
partners to face tasks to be done and agree 
on who will do what. David and Clara 
seem to have agreed." 
The heroic sinew of their marriage was 
proved in their battle with David's 
Parkinson's disease. I think of Chaucer's 
characterization of his admirable Parson 
in the Canterbury Tales, which David 
taught in the Humanities course: 
Benign and wonderfully diligent 
And patient when adversity was sent, 
For so he proved in great adversity . . .  
David Smith was strong enough to 
acknowledge his weaknesses. He was man 
enough to share his emotions. His words 
conveyed wisdom and wit. His eyes could 
flare with an impish twinkle. May Light 
Perpetual shine upon him. 
- Albert L. Blackwell 
Reuben B. Pitts Professor of Religion 
Change in plans: a study abroad story 
When Chechen nationalists invaded a theatre in Moscow on October 24, an attack that 
eventually led to the deaths of more than 1 00 people, an additional casualty was Furman's 
winter term program in Russia and Eastern Europe. Although cancellation at such a late 
date would disrupt student schedules and create administrative problems, the directors 
of the program decided that security concerns made it necessary. 
But rather than fret about the trip's demise, Furman saw it as a challenge. Would it 
be possible, in just a few weeks, to develop a viable new program? The answer: yes. 
History professor William Lavery, director of the university's Center for International 
Education, called on contacts he made last summer while directing a faculty trip to Ireland 
and Scotland. Working with colleagues at Trinity College in Dublin, Queen's University 
in Belfast and the University of Edinburgh, with which Furman has an ongoing relationship, 
he quickly designed a four-week program called "The Comparative History and Politics 
of Ireland and Scotland in the 20th Century." 
In the end, 13 students scheduled for the Baltic trip chose to take part in the self­
directed program. Lavery and his colleagues overseas arranged for them a comprehensive 
schedule filled with classes, lectures, tours, visits to historical sites and museums, meetings 
with local politicians, and excursions to such areas as the Scottish Parliament and law 
courts in Belfast and Edinburgh. 
Four other winter programs abroad - to South Africa, Turkey/Greece/Italy, Bel ize/ 
South Africa, and Costa Rica - went off as scheduled. 
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Furman's poet laureate 
English professor publishes his fourth book of verse 
Gilbert Allen would probably be the first 
to acknowledge that writers looking to 
make a name for themselves should not 
assume that poetry will be their ticket 
to fame, wealth and public acclaim. 
As he notes with a wry tone, "Poetry 
is to the publishing world what chamber 
music is to Top 40 music." 
Because he has a good day job, having 
taught English at Furman since 1977, Allen 
is fortunate that he doesn't have to rely 
on poetry for his livelihood. For him, it 
represents a creative sideline, an outlet for 
personal expression and a release from the 
daily routine. 
He's good at it, too. His award­
winning work has for years been featured 
in leading collections and journals. Critics 
describe him as an astute observer of 
the human condition with an assured 
command of his voice. 
In January, Orchises Press of Arlington, 
Va. ,  issued Allen's fourth book of poetry, 
Driving to Distraction. The collaboration 
is the third between Allen and Orchises; 
previously, the publishing house released 
Second Chances ( 199 1 )  and Command­
ments at Eleven ( 1 994). 
Such an ongoing relationship between 
poet and publisher is unusual in this day 
and age, says Allen. As he points out, it's 
difficult enough just to publish an individual 
collection of poems, and even poets who 
publish multiple books tend to bounce from 
press to press. Moreover, he says, most 
books of contemporary poetry are compila­
tions put together through contests in which 
poets submit their work and pay a fee for 
the right to be considered. 
"The contest format eliminates any 
kind of nurturing relationship between 
editor and writer," Allen says. ' 'I 'm fortu­
nate to have established a close and pro­
ductive relationship with Orchises .  Its 
editor, Roger Lathbury, loves poetry, and 
we have developed a friendship over the 
years. For Orchises, poetry is, in many 
ways, a labor of love." 
In his own way, Allen is doing his part 
to improve the prospects for talented poets, 
at least on a regional basis. With fellow 
professor William E. Rogers, he is a founder 
of Ninety-Six Press, which is devoted 
primarily to the work of poets from South 
Carolina. Since its founding in 1 99 1 ,  
Ninety-Six Press has published 1 2  books, 
including an anthology of state poets. 
Future plans call for a second anthology 
("We're aiming for 2004," says Allen) and 
perhaps a chapbook, or mini-collection, 
that would showcase the work of new and 
emerging writers. 
Allen does not limit his writing interests 
to poetry, however. In recent years his 
short stories have earned the South Carolina 
Fiction Project Award four times and the 
Porter Fleming Award twice, and he has 
talked with a company about publishing 
a collection of his work. 
Allen says he wrote a lot of short stories 
during his undergraduate days at Cornell 
University in the late '60s and early '70s, 
but once he entered graduate school his 
attention turned almost exclusively to 
poetry. It wasn't until the late '80s that he 
began to revisit the art of the short story. 
"The students in my creative writing 
classes were interested in writing prose 
fiction," he says, "so I decided to start 
writing prose again to refamiliarize myself 
with the process." He estimates that he 
has published about 20 stories, with 
"another 10 to place." 
When not teaching, writing or 
publishing, Allen maintains a scholarly 
interest in poetry. But ask him to name 
some of his favorite writers, and the New 
York native has a hard time going beyond 
the borders of his adopted home state. 
"There are so many talented poets in 
South Carolina alone," he says, fretting 
that he' ll leave someone out as he ticks off 
the names of Rogers and William Aarnes, 
his Furman colleagues, and such others as 
Claire Bateman, Wayne Cox, Susan 
Ludvigson, Starkey Flythe and Fred Dings. 
Gilbert Allen 's first book of poetry, In 
Everything, was published in 1982 
by Lotus Press. 
For fiction, he cites the work of George 
Singleton, a former student (see page 1 8),  
as well as Brett Lott, Rosa Shand, Robert 
Morgan and Ron Rash. 
- Jim Stewart 
Almost 
A good poet is someone who manages, 
in a lifetime of standing out in 
thunderstorms, to be hit by lightning . . .  
- Randall Jarrell 
Just cosmic grumbling, then 
a flash, unseen 
but remembered 
and I 'm still on the porch 
I think, with the ice in my tea 
rattling. 
Ten feet over, thirty feet 
up, a bastard 
pine, snapped 
like a bad match, hangs 
by its heartwood, still 
smoking. And behind clouds 
of carbon, in the iron 
distance, a forged 
rainbow, God's radiant 
horseshoe, leans 
on my telephone 
pole, if you're keeping score. 
- Gilbert Allen 
With the South Carolina State House 
reflected in his tuba, a member 
of the Furman Symphonic Band 
performs during inauguration 
ceremonies for Governor Mark 
Sanford '83. Sarah Reese '71 also 
performed at the inaugural, backed 
by the Furman Singers and choirs 
from the South Carolina Governor's 
School for the Arts. After the formal 
ceremonies, Sanford greeted the 
public at a down-home barbecue. 
Sanford takes command as S .C .  governor 
The evidence seems clear: Mark Sanford was 
born to lead. 
When he attended Furman in the early 1 980s, 
he was president of the Association of Furman 
Students (AFS). From 1 994-2000, he served 
three terms as a South Carolina Congressman, 
representing Charleston and the coastal counties. 
Today, he is settling into the South Carolina 
governor's  office. 
Sanford, a Republican, was elected the state's 
82nd governor on November 5, defeating incum­
bent Democrat Jim Hodges. His inauguration 
took place in Columbia January 1 5 .  
A member of Furman's Class of ' 83, Sanford 
is the second Furman graduate to hold the state's 
highest elected office. Democrat Richard W. 
Riley '54 served from 1 979 to 1 987. (lrba Charles 
Blackwood, governor from 1 93 1  to 1 935, 
attended Furman but graduated from Wofford 
College. John Calhoun Sheppard, the state's  
acting governor for one year in 1 885, also 
attended Furman but did not graduate.) 
Sanford, who holds an M.B.A. degree from 
the Darden School at the University of Virginia, 
brings expertise as a businessman and developer 
to the governor's  office. He's taking over in the 
midst of a budget crisis, which hasn't been helped 
by stagnant economic growth. As a result, there 
are concerns about providing adequate funding 
for public services, education and health care for 
children, the elderly and the disabled. 
Still, he seems prepared to deal realistically 
with the state's  problems. During his years in 
Congress, Sanford received high marks for his 
personal style, accessibility and attentiveness 
to constituents. While he campaigned for the 
governorship on a platform of change - includ­
ing lowering income taxes and restructuring state 
government - he has also indicated a determi­
nation to act prudently. 
As he has said, "When making change, 
in every instance, we'll deal with problems as 
they're before us, straight-up, look you in the 
eye, and then offer a solution. And then if that 
solution is not right, [we ' ll] be a good listener, 
with the voters of South Carolina and the 
legislative leaders of South Carolina, to find 
solutions that do work." 
One major state newspaper has described 
Sanford as "intelligent, humble and shrewd" -
traits he no doubt developed during his days 
at Furman. They'll come in handy as he confronts 
the challenges of governing his home state. 
Commencement: 
Grads to step 
to podium 
Wanted: Two clever, glib, 
quick-witted seniors to deliver 
the speech of a lifetime. No 
experience necessary. Guar­
anteed audience in the thou­
sands. Nervous Nellies need 
not apply. 
Such might be the job 
description the senior class 
sends out this spring when 
it launches the hunt for two 
worthy graduates-to-be to 
speak at Commencement. 
That's right. Instead of 
a leading scholar, or a wealthy 
donor, or a politician in love 
with his or her own voice, two 
graduating students will step 
to the podium May 31 to en­
lighten, cajole, entertai n  and 
inspire their classmates at the 
conclusion of their college 
years. 
The proposal was en­
dorsed fall term by the Associ­
ation of Furman Students and 
approved by the President's 
Council, in part because of past 
complaints about long-winded 
speakers with little name 
recognition or connection 
to Furman. And the plan is 
not unprecedented; many 
other institutions ask stu­
dents to headline graduation 
ceremonies. 
A committee consisting 
of the vice president for stu­
dent services, three represen­
tatives of the faculty and 
administrative staff, and the 
presidents of the junior and 
sophomore classes will  select 
the speakers. Auditions will 
be held in April;  the committee 
will look for the individuals who 
can deliver the most enter­
taini ng speech. No other 
criteria (grades, extracurricular 
activities, popularity) will be 
considered, other than that the 
candidates be on course to 
graduate on time. 
As Jeff Sirolly, president 
of the Class of 2003, told The 
Paladin, "We will see how it 
goes, and if it's an awful 
experience, then they can 
revise it next year. But I 'm 
graduating this year, and 




Help the Bell Tower ring true 
The Forever Furman campaign may have ended December 31 , but one important project 
launched in the final months of the campaign - plans for the restoration of the Bell Tower 
and the John Edward Burnside Carillon - wil l  require a surge in  funding to stay on schedule 
for completion this year. 
Since the university's move to Greenvi l le in 1 851  the Bell Tower has been the best­
known symbol of Furman, first as part of Old Main on the downtown campus and today on 
the peninsula beside the lake, where the "new" tower was constructed in 1 965. At 88 feet, 
1 inch, it measures to within one-sixteenth of an inch of the original. Its cari l lon, installed 
in 1 966, honors John Edward Burnside, fi rst chair of the Furman Advisory Counci l .  
The carillon, which requi res periodic upkeep, was last repaired in 1 984. The mechanical 
connections need to be cleaned and restored so that the instrument can once again be 
played. The tower itself has chips, cracks, broken moldings and other damage. 
The $1 mi l l ion drive to restore the Bell Tower will help to refurbish the carillon, repair 
the infrastructure of both the tower and the clock, and establish an endowment for the tower's 
maintenance and upkeep so that it wi l l  ring true for all time. 
Donors of $5,000 or more wil l  have their names included on a plaque at the base of 
the tower. Donors of $ 1  ,000 or more wil l  have their names engraved on a brick on the 
"Anniversary Walk," the path that leads from the Bell Tower to the mainland. Alumni who 
graduated since 1 987 may purchase a brick for $500. All gifts are payable over four years. 
Through January 31 more than 400 alumni ,  parents and friends had responded with 
gifts and pledges total ing almost $470,000. Construction can begin when pledges reach 
$900,000 and the university has received $300,000 in pledge payments. 
Gifts, pledges and inquiries about the project should be directed to Craig Waldon, 
associate director of major gifts, at (864) 294-21 57, or by e-mail to craig.waldon @ furman.edu. 
To read Bell Tower stories contributed by alumni and friends, to view a list of names on 















January 3 1  
Phonathon 1 01 A quick primer on why students volunteer to call for Furman 
As we began planning for our spring 
phonathon, which will start in mid-March, 
we asked our volunteer student callers to 
help draft a primer for alumni.  We call it 
"Phonathon 1 01 : How to Deal With Calls 
From Furman Students." After all, our 
phonathon volunteers contribute their time 
for the betterment of the university. 
Here, then, is what Furman students 
would l ike friends and alumni of Furman 
to remember when you receive a call during 
the phonathon: 
• The N ight S hift: Because of 
classes, labs and assorted other college 
activities, students are not able to call during 
the day. That's why we schedule phonathon 
hours from 7 p .m.  to 8:59 p.m. Furman 
phonathon callers should not be thought of 
as i rritating telephone sol icitors, nor are 
they trying to inconvenience or pressure 
you .  They're simply asking for a minute of 
you r  time to enl ist your support for alma 
mater. 
• Where Your Dollars Go: Tuition 
($20,856 this year) covers 65 percent of the 
actual cost of educating a Furman student. 
All of our student callers are on scholarship. 
As did many alumni ,  they depend on the 
generosity of others to help cover 35 percent 
of the cost of their Furman education. 
• Pledges and Reminders: If you 
usually make you r gift in the summer and 
you're contacted this spring, go ahead and 
make your pledge while you're on the phone 
and tell us which month you would like to 
receive your reminder. You r  gift wi l l  go 
farther if we don't have to call you back or 
send you other mailers. Making an early 
pledge and a timely gift are sound economic 
moves and help to maximize your generosity. 
• Be Definite: Ambiguous responses 
result in additional phone calls and mailers, 
which you probably don't want and which 
divert funds from university coffers. It's OK 
to say "no." (But an enthusiastic "yes" is 
wonderfu l ! )  
• No Need to Say You're Sorry: 
Don't apologize for the amount of your gift. 
In the push for 50 percent participation, 
every contribution is appreciated and 
val ued. 
Donations support the everyday costs 
of running and attending the university, help 
Furman take advantage of lower interest 
rates on bonds, and encourage greater 
support from corporations and foundations 
who are impressed by the strong support 
Furman receives from alumni .  
- Phil  Howard 
Furman Fund 
Sorority Chal lenge: 
Furman groups 
respond in  style 
The Furman Fund received a n  early 
Christmas gift with the successful com­
pletion of the first "Sorority Challenge." 
Sponsored by Northwestern Mutual 
Financial Network, the challenge was de­
signed to foster alumni participation in 
annual giving while helping the partici­
pating sororities raise funds and awareness 
for the phi lanthropic causes they sponsor. 
The challenge also helped Furman move 
toward meeting its annual goal of 50 per­
cent participation in annual giving by 
alumni for the sixth straight year. Reaching 
this goal is important, as foundations and 
corporations increasingly focus on levels 
of alumni support when selecting grant 
recipients. 
The Sorority Challenge, held the last 
week in September, was simple. The 
sorority whose alumnae had the highest 
percentage of participation in annual giving 
by October 31 , 2002, would receive a cash 
prize, designated for its local philanthropy, 
from Northwestern Mutual. Five of 
Furman's eight sororities enthusiastically 
agreed to participate, and in the end all 
received financial support for their respec­
tive causes. 
Each sorority had the opportunity to 
design its own mailer and was given one 
evening to contact alumnae, inform them 
about the challenge and solicit their support 
for Furman. The results: Chi Omega 
emerged on top, earning $2, 1 50 for the 
Make a Wish Foundation. Second place 
went to Alpha Delta Pi, which received 
$1 ,400 to support the Ronald McDonald 
House. Delta Gamma earned $1 , 1 00 for 
the South Carolina School for the Deaf and 
Blind, and Kappa Delta and Delta Delta 
Delta received $450 each to support the 
efforts of Prevent Child Abuse America and 
St. Jude's Children's Hospital, respectively. 
Clearly, everyone was a winner in this 
effort - Furman, the sororities and the 
worthy causes they support. 
Special thanks go to David Ellison '72, 
a member of the board of trustees and 
chair of the Furman Fund Council, and 
to Northwestern Mutual Financial Network 
for sponsoring this effort to increase 
participation in annual giving at Furman. 
- Phil Howard 
Furman Fund 
Majority of grant from Duke Endowment 
to go toward l ibrary construction project 
Furman has received a $2.5 million grant 
from The Duke Endowment, $ 1 .9 million 
of which will go toward the renovation and 
expansion of the James B .  Duke Library. 
The foundation pledged $9.5 million 
toward the project three years ago, and this 
year's gift represents the third payment 
on that pledge. 
The total cost of the library project 
is approximately $25 million. 
Another $ 1 00,000 of the grant goes 
to the James B. Duke Scholarsrup program, 
and $86,000 has been earmarked for 
Furman's Office of Community Relations. 
The remaining $428,000 will be used 
to support the Northwest Crescent Child 
Development and Family Services Center, 
a program in northwest Greenville County 
that The Duke Endowment has funded with 
grants over the last several years. 
The Northwest Crescent Center, wruch 
was established through the joint efforts 
of Furman, The Children's Hospital of the 
Paladin Plaza 
Greenville Hospital System, the School 
Dis.trict of Greenville County, and the Umted Way's  "Success By 6," offers 
a number of free health and educational 
services to people living in the surrounding 
area. It received the 2002 Max Heller 
Neighborhood Improvement Award from 
the Greater Greenville Chamber of 
Commerce. 
Furman is one of four educational 
institutions in the Carolinas that receive 
annual financial support from The Duke 
Endowment. The others are Davidson 
College, Duke University and Johnson 
C. Smith University. 
The Duke Endowment is a private 
foundation established in 1 924 by 
industrialist and philanthropist James B.  
Duke. Its mission is to serve the people 
of North Carolina and South Carolina by 
supporting selected programs in higher 
education, health care, children's welfare 
and spiritual life. 
Home entrance to football stadium will have new, sculpted look 
The main entrance to Paladin Stadium will 
have a new look by the beginning of the 
2003 football season. 
A 1 7-foot bronze statue of a horse and 
knight will be the centerpiece of a new 
area just outside the 
stadium's home entrance. 
The lighted, 1 2,000-square­
foot area, wruch will include 
brick walkways with grallite 
set edging, a replica of the 
Diamond "F" and custom 
landscaping, will be known 
as Paladin Plaza. 
Sonny and Keeter 
Horton of Greenville and 
Melvin and Dollie Younts 
of Fountain Inn, S.C.,  are 
the primary donors for 
Paladin Plaza. The statue 
is a gift from Irwin Belk of 
Charlotte, N.C. The artist 
is John Hair of Cornelius, 
N.C. ,  who has replicated a 
number of mascots for other universities 
across the South. 
The university plans to break ground 
in May for the $500,000 project, which is 
expected to be finished by July. 
The horse and knight statue will have 
a bronze patina. When mounted on a six­
foot pedestal, it will rise 1 7  feet into the 
air. The names of athletic donors who have 
created fully endowed scholarships will 
be engraved into the pedestal, and the 
names of members of the Order of the 
Paladin (contributors to the Paladin Club 
at the quarter-, half- or full-scholarship 
levels) will be engraved on a plaque 
attached to Paladin Stadium. 
"It is a pleasure for us to help with 
the project," says Sonny 
Horton '52.  "Furman has 
done so much for our lives 
that we feel blessed to be 
able to give back to such 
a wonderful athletic depart­
ment that emphasizes 
academics and integrity 
as well as winning." 
Melvin '50 and Dollie 
Younts have been avid 
Furman football fans for 
many years and are con­
vinced that Paladin Plaza 
will create additional 
financial support for the 
athletic program. "We 
especially like the idea of 
engraving on the base of 
the statue the names of those who have 
provided fully endowed athletic scholar­
ships," Melvin says. "This will reward 
prior contributors and encourage future 
donors to endow a scholarship in memory 
of a coach, teammate or family member." 
Chris Stewart and Marty Priore, 2002 
Furman graduates and All-American 
offensive linemen during their student days, 
have donated and will install the material 
for the statue's pedestal. They are now in 
the granite business in Odessa, Fla. 
Furman ath letics 
Flashback Paladin great rates high in Pat Conroy's book 
The star of the Furman chapter in Pat 
Conroy's latest best-seller, My Losing 
Season, is a 55-year-old real estate 
appraiser and consultant in Suffolk, Va. 
That's Dick Esleeck today. Thirty-six 
years ago, Esleeck was a sophomore at 
Furman and a guard on the basketball team. 
And it was on the hardwood that he twice 
encountered Conroy, then a senior guard 
at The Citadel. 
My Losing Season is Conroy's memoir 
of his final collegiate year, 1 966-67, replete 
with remarkably thorough accounts of the 
Bul ldogs' games during their 8-1 7 season. 
When it comes to playing Furman, his most 
vivid and detailed recol lections are of his 
struggle to stop Esleeck, of whom he writes, 
"I [made] my own small contribution to a 
star being born." 
With his dashing cou rt  style, Esleeck 
was indeed a standout performer on three 
Paladin squads. Whether sl icing through 
the lane on one of his patented drives to 
the hoop, pulling up for a last-second jumper 
to beat Clemson, scoring 50 against 
Newberry or provoking Davidson coach 
Lefty Driesell into a technical foul with his 
irritatingly effective play, Esleeck wrote his 
name into Furman's record books, averaging 
1 9.3 points per outing in his 77-game career. 
Twice an all-Southern Conference performer, 
he was named the South Carolina Player 
of the Year after his senior year in  1 969 
and made the Helms Foundation All-America 
team, where he kept company with the l ikes 
of Lew Alcindor (Kareem Abdui-Jabbar) and 
Pete Maravich. 
Esleeck didn't know he was in the book 
until a friend insisted that he buy it - without 
explaining why. But in the months since its 
October release, he says, old friends and 
teammates have been "call ing out of 
nowhere." 
Natural ly, he appreciates Conroy's tip 
of the cap. "It's really a compliment that the 
only names he mentions in the chapter are 
Frank Selvy, Darrell Floyd and mine," he 
says, invoking the most legendary stars in 
Furman basketball annals. 
His sudden status as a semi-celebrity 
has also earned him some good-natured 
ribbing. One friend, borrowing from Conroy's 
colorful descriptions, introduced him to an 
acquaintance as "the snake-like and 
otherworldly Dick Esleeck." Conroy's praise 
of Esleeck's defensive skil l prompted this 
comment from Dan Owens '71 , a former 
teammate: "Since when did you play 
defense?" 
Although he was drafted in a supple­
mental round by the New York Knicks and 
by the Denver Nuggets of the now defunct 
American Basketball Association, a pro 
career wasn't in the cards for Esleeck. 
So after graduating he returned to his home 
area near the Virginia coast, married Mickie 
Cona '70, his college sweetheart, and put 
his physical education degree to work as 
a teacher and coach. Fou r  years later he 
entered the banking business, and in 1 980 
he moved on to real estate. Basketball 
quickly took a back seat to other interests; 
in fact, he says, some of his friends didn't 
know about his basketball prowess until 
they read the book. 
Of his Furman days, he has nothing 
but good things to say. In  particular, he 
points out that he was fortunate to play 
under Selvy, who was head coach from 
1 966-70. "You see a lot of players who 
come in with a big reputation and never get 
better," he says. "I got better, and Coach 
Selvy had a lot to do with that. 
"But the beautiful thing about my 
Furman memories," he adds, "is that I have 
to stretch to recal l  much about basketbal l ,  
but I remember plenty of other things at the 
drop of a pin. I was very involved in student 
life and in a fraternity [Centaur], and those 
are the kinds of memories that stand out 
so much." 
As for My Losing Season, Esleeck, a 
fan of Conroy's novels, says it proved to be 
a "soul-searching" read because of the 
similarities he shared with Conroy. Besides 
wearing the same uniform number (22) , 
both endured disappointing senior seasons 
(Furman finished 9-1 7 in 1 968-69). 
More tel l ing, though, was how Esleeck 
could relate to Conroy's struggle to please 
his father, a theme that pervades the book. 
Esleeck's father, Karl A. "Dick" Esleeck, was 
a legendary sports figure in Virgin ia, a star 
athlete at Virginia Tech who went on to an 
In recalling his days on the court, 
Dick Esleeck says, "I never really 
looked like a basketball player. " 
outstanding career as a high school football 
coach, winning state championships at three 
schools. His father died when Esleeck was 
only 5, but they shared the same name, 
and he grew up as "Dick Esleeck, son of 
the late coaching legend." 
While Esleeck did not suffer the 
physical and emotional abuse Con roy 
endured at the hands of his father, he says, 
"I think every young boy, deep down inside, 
wants to please and impress his Dad. Mine 
wasn't alive, but I had h is name. I was 
proud of him and knew a lot about him, but 
I always felt an u rge to prove myself, to do 
something on my own. 
"We didn't have the conflicts the 
Conroys had, but there are some parallels 
there, so I think it was human nature for 
me to personalize those aspects of the 
book." 
Dick Esleeck went on to make his own 
name at Furman. Little did he know that in 
doing so, he would earn the following tribute 
from one of the most celebrated authors of 
the last 25 years: "Dick Esleeck, wherever 
you are, it was an honor to take the cou rt 
with you." 
Well, Mr. Conroy, we found h im.  And 
we suspect his sentiments are the same. 
- Ji m  Stewart 
Scholar-athlete Stallsmith sets the standard tor the well-rounded student 
It Furman's Admissions Office were to create 
a prototype of the perfect student - one 
that would take ful l  advantage of the edu­
cational and cultural opportunities that the 
un iversity has to offer - it might stil l  fall 
a bit short of Jon Stallsmith. 
The Furman senior is double major­
ing in Spanish and h istory, has a grade­
point average of about 3.95, and was a 
Rhodes Scholar candidate in the fall. His 
academic achievements have earned h im 
the J .  Furman Bisher Academic/Athletic 
Scholarship and the Mickel Presidential 
Scholarship, a feat akin to winning a gold 
medal in two d ifferent events at the 
Olympics. 
But there's more. He has been a mem­
ber of the Paladin baseball team for fou r  
years and i s  team captain this season. H e  
spent a fall term studying Spanish language 
and culture at a university in Madrid and 
a summer writing for a human rights maga­
zine in Costa Rica. He even helped start 
a tutoring program for Hispanic chi ldren at 
a local elementary school, a program that 
now involves nearly 30 Furman students 
each week. 
And if that isn't enough ,  Stal lsmith is 
6-3 and could easily do some modeling 
if nothing else works out for h im.  
"No matter how many good things you 
say about h im,  you still can't express what 
an incredible person he is," says Furman 
baseball coach Ron Smith. "He is bright, 
inquisitive, motivated, totally unselfish, 
a real leader. I 've been coaching for 23 
years and I haven't come across another 
one l ike him." 
And contrary to every law of probabil ity, 
Smith might have added the word "humble" 
to his description of Stallsmith. Because 
if the young man holds even a moderately 
high opinion of h imself, you'd never 
know it. 
Stallsmith was a National Merit Scholar 
while attending high school in Mi lwaukee, 
Wis., so there was no shortage of good 
colleges he could have attended. But 
he loved baseball and was tired of cold 
weather, so he l imited himself to looking 
at the best Southern l iberal arts colleges. 
Furman won hands down. 
Baseball has been an important part 
of Stallsmith's college experience. He has 
been primarily a pitcher for the Paladins ­
he started and gave up only two runs in 
a win over South Carol ina his sophomore 
year - but he has also played first and 
third base and anywhere else Smith has 
assigned him. Like most baseball folks, 
he speaks reverently of the game. 
But the playing field hasn't provided all 
of his memorable experiences. While study­
ing in Spain in the fal l  of 2001 , Stallsmith 
befriended a 45-year-old I ranian man who 
was struggl ing in  thei r  Spanish language 
class. Stal lsmith volunteered to tutor him 
- with both his Spanish and Engl ish -
and they met each day after class. 
"On September 1 2 , he came to me, 
offered his hand and said, ' I  would l ike to 
express my sincere complications for what 
happened in your country.' He meant to 
say 'condolences,' but it didn't matter. 
Jon Stallsmith has seen action as both 
a spot starter and a reliever during his 
Furman career. 
I knew what he 
meant. Every­
body is talking 
about what 
kind of culture 
produces these 
terrorists, and 
this is my 
experience with 
a person from 
I ran. He was 
j ust a normal 
guy with three 
kids trying to learn Spanish." 
Whi le spending last summer in Costa 
Rica writing for Mesoamerica, a human 
rights magazine, Stallsmith learned to surf 
and spent several weekends hiking in the 
rain forest. He also discovered that his 
Spanish,  whi le fluent, was stil l subject to 
mistakes when he and a friend inadvertently 
ordered boiled cow intestines from a menu. 
Another of his great joys comes from 
the Hispanic children he and other Furman 
Spanish majors tutor at G reenville's Parker 
Academy. The chi ldren, who speak little 
English, are often dropped into the school 
midway through the year because their 
parents have just immigrated to the United 
States. 
"They're being asked to do verb conju­
gations and they don't even know the verbs 
yet," Stallsmith says. "It's good that we can 
help them with the basics, that they can 
speak to us in Spanish." 
Stallsmith is not sure what he wil l  do 
after he graduates. He wants to be a writer, 
so he plans to spend a year following that 
pursuit and then perhaps apply to journalism 
school at Northwestern. Right now, he just 
wants to enjoy the rest of his senior year 
and his final season of basebal l ,  stil l his 
greatest love. 
"The funny thing is, the closer you get 
to the major leagues, the more you realize 
just how far you are from it," Stallsmith says. 
"Division I baseball is a pretty high level. 
We play against the best teams in  the 
country and I see the best players at this 
level. I 'm good, but I know I don't have that 
kind of gift. I just love playing the game." 
Spoken l ike a man who has learned 
a lot in fou r  years. 
- Vince Moore 
Furmanalumni news 
Taking pride 
in alma mater 
Greetings from Cherrydale, your 
Alumni House. 
I am amazed and honored to 
realize that I have completed six 
months as the new director of the 
Alumni Association. Furman is 
a special place to me for many 
reasons, and it is a pleasure to have 
the opportunity to represent all of 
you. 
When I read articles about 
alumni in Furman magazine, I am 
proud to be a graduate of the same 
institution. The alumni featured in 
these articles often bring widespread 
fame and name recognition to our 
university. 
However, as I do research, read 
newspapers, and talk with alumni 
and friends, I am also truly humbled 
by the overwhelming number of 
alumni who quietly go about doing 
good every day. When one considers 
how many Furman graduates are 
teachers, doctors, lawyers, choir 
directors, ministers, counselors, 
coaches and community volunteers, 
the number of lives that they touch 
is staggering. I know that a little bit 
of Furman is in  each of these people 
as they influence others' lives. 
I am reminded of two examples. 
One alum I know earned her Ph.D. 
in physical therapy and now teaches 
college students how to rehabilitate 
people with spinal injuries. Her 
career choice developed from 
working with physically disabled 
people as a volunteer with Collegiate 
Educational Service Corps. Another 
quietly outstanding alum is currently 
a college counselor after spending 
most of her career as a teacher. She 
recently became the first woman 
elected a deacon at her 1 75-year-old 
church. 
During the 23 years I spent 
in the field of middle school and 
secondary education, I suggested 
Furman as a college choice for many 
students and parents. I can think of 
none that were disappointed by 
choosing Furman. A high school 
counselor once told me that Furman 
and its students seem to have a 
"moral compass" that serves them 
very well. What a compliment to the 
university and to all of its graduates. 
I am also proud to be the 
husband of an alumna, the father 
of an alumna, and the father-in-law 
of an alumnus. I have hired Furman 
graduates and been amazed by their 
abilities and work ethic. 
In short, Furman is a great uni­
versity and is constantly striving to 
be even better. And as the university 
improves each year, the value of your 
Furman diploma increases as well. 
If you have not been to campus 
lately, please come and visit. It 
remains as beautiful as ever, but the 
beauty is much more than skin deep. 
While you're here, seek out 
a current student or a recent graduate 
and engage them in conversation. 
You will be amazed at the depth and 
breadth of their education and 
character. If you can't visit, log on 
to the Web site at www.furman.edu 
and browse around. You'll  find a 
tremendous amount of information 
on-line, and you will meet interesting 
people. 
I am here to serve you, and I 
welcome your input. Please e-mail 
me at tom.triplitt@furman.edu with 
any suggestions, questions or 
comments. 
- Tom Triplitt '76 
ALUMNI  ACTIVITIES 
Ca l l ing  a l l  reu nion vo lunteers !  
Do you want to help out alma mater? Would you like 
to plan alumni events? The Alumni Association is 
looking for energetic and dedicated volunteers to help 
plan reunions for Homecoming 2003, October 24-26. 
Alumni from the following classes will be cele­
brating a reunion this year: 1 953, 1 958, 1 963, 1 968, 
1 973, 1 978, 1 983, 1 988, 1 993 and 1 998. 
Typically, a committee consists of 10 to 12 people. 
If you are interested in helping your class plan its 
Homecoming get-together, call Jason Curtin, associate 
director of alumni programs, at 1 -800-PURPLE3,  or 
e-mail jason.curtin @furman.edu. 
Furman Club plans 
University president David Shi will speak at Central 
United Methodist Church in Florence, S.C., March 19  
at 6:30 p.m. Alumni, parents, prospective students and 
friends are invited to attend. Also in March, the Atlanta 
Furman Club will host an event for young alumni. 
On April 4, the Greenville Furman Club invites 
alumni to participate in the Relay for Life, a fund­
raiser for the American Cancer Society. In addition, 
April brings the popular Spring Coaches Tour, as 
Furman coaches travel to a town near you. Alumni 
should watch for detail s  on these events. 
Leadership opportu nities 
Do you want to meet Furman alumni, parents and 
friends living in your area? If so, then volunteering 
with your local Furman Club is a great way to reconnect 
with fellow alumni and stay involved with Furman. 
The Alumni Association is looking for Furman 
Club volunteers in the following areas: 
Georgia: Athens, Golden Isles. 
Florida: Miami/Fort Lauderdale, Orlando. 
South Carolina: Clemson, Florence, Myrtle 
Beach, Spartanburg. 
Tennessee: Memphis,  Nashville. 
For more information about Furman Club oppor­
tunities, please call Melanie Krone ' 94, associate 
director of alumni programs, at 1 -800-PURPLE3, 
or e-mail melanie.krone@furman.edu. 
Exciting travel options 
In conjunction with Alumni Holidays International®, 
the Alumni Association offers these exciting excursions: 
Alumni College in Thscany, May 6-14: Visit 
Assisi, Florence and other fabulous areas. All meals, 
seminars and excursions are included in the cost of 
approximately $2,595 per person, based on double 
occupancy. (Note the new date; the trip was originally 
scheduled for April . )  
Alumni College in Kinsale, Ireland, September 
28-0ctober 6: Kiss the B larney Stone, travel by boat 
to Garinish Island with its exotic gardens, and visit 
other exciting spots. Cost is approximately $2,495 per 
person, based on double occupancy. 
For more information about these travel packages, 
call the Alumni Association at 1 -800-PURPLE3 or 
visit http://www.ahitravel.com/furman. 
CLASS NOTES WINTER 2003 
33 Oconee County (S.C.) school 63 70 board. 
James L. McKittrick has re- 56 This year is reunion! Next reunion in 2005 ceived the Service to Mankind Last May and June, Jerry R .  Pen Pittard Rogers (M.A.) 
Award from the Simpsonville Next reunion in 2006 Thomas, chair of the Department has received her Doctor of 
(S.C.) Rotary Club. Evelyn Cleveland Davis, of Health and Human Perform- Philosophy degree in educational 
35 international training consultant ance at Iowa State University, leadership from Clemson with Wycliffe Bible Translators, was a visiting scholar at two University. 
Allen "Ap" Powel l  has been has returned from six months in Australian universities, the 71 inducted into the Union (S.C.) India and the Philippines. She University of Western Australia 
High School Athletic Hall of has developed the ALERT Series in Perth and the University Next reunion in 2006 
Fame. He was a coach, teacher (Adults Learning, Encouraging, of Queensland in Brisbane. David Stone has joined West-
and administrator for 36 years, Relating and Training) of In September he gave the Point Stevens as senior vice 
1 5  of them at Union High. seminars and workshops and keynote address, "Preparing president for information 
49 
has traveled and taught in 2 1  Future Faculty for Discovery, technology and chief in for-
countries. • Don Garrison has Learning, and Engagement," mation officer. He divides his 
announced plans to retire on July at the American Academy of time between the company's The Greater Augusta (Ga.) 3 1  as president of Tri-County Kinesiology and Physical offices in West Point, Ga., and Sports Council named Dan Technical College in Pendleton, Education meeting in Tucson, Clemson, S.C. Foster, former sports editor S.C., ending 32 years at the helm Ariz. • Boyce Tol l ison, a 
of The Greenville News, the of one of South Carolina's physician in Easley, S.C.,  will 72 first recipient of the Bobby largest technical colleges. become president of the South 
Roberts Award, an honor given The school's campus has been Carolina Medical Association in Next reunion in 2007 
to a coach, administrator or other named in his honor. April. The organization informs Terry Hol l iday began work in 
major contributor to basketball 7,000 members statewide of how November as superintendent 
in Georgia and South Carolina. 57 legislative decisions may affect of the Iredell-Statesville schools The award is named in memory health care and works to shape in North Carolina. He was pre-
of Roberts, a 1 953 Furman Next reunion in 2007 those decisions. viously chief of the Transylvania 
graduate who coached basketball W. Warner Burke has been County Schools in Brevard, 
at Clemson University from appointed to The Edward L. 67 N.C., and was named the 2002 1 962-70. Thorndike Chair of Psychology Superintendent of the Year for 
and Education at the Teachers Next reunion in 2007 the 1 8-county western North 54 College of Columbia University. MARRIAGE: Dwight Mays Carolina region. Burke, who holds a Ph.D. from and Vicki J. Whittaker, May 25 . Next reunion in 2004 the University of Texas, is the They live in Lynchburg, Va., 73 John Pearce, who is retired from author of more than 1 00 articles where he is interim pastor at 
North Georgia College and State and book chapters on organi- College Hill Baptist Church and This year is reunion! 
University, is the 2002-03 zational development, training, industrial chaplain at the Delta lynn Bryant is vice president of 
president of the Georgia Retired planning, change and organiza- Star Corporation. sales engineering at Politzer & 
Educators Association. He also tiona! psychology, and is the 68 
Haney, a Web cash management 
presents leadership seminars and author, co-author, editor or software development company 
fills speaking engagements for co-editor of 14 books. This year is reunion! based in Newton, Mass. • Lions Club International and for Michael Cheatham of Greenville 
the National Retired Teachers 58 Michae l Mongel l i ,  who now is director of Lay Speaking Association. • Bob (B .J . )  serves as  principal of  Pine Ridge Ministries for the South Carolina 
Townes of Greenville has been This year is reunion! High School in Volusia County, Conference of the United 
selected to appear in the 2002 Marion lark has retired after 29 Fla., was named the county's Methodist Church. • Richard 
edition of Who 's Who in years as pastor of First Baptist Elementary Principal of the Year Hearin of Alpharetta, Ga., is 
America. • Donny Wilder Church of Henderson, N.C. for 2002. senior vice president with 
of Clinton, S.C., has retired from 59 69 Coldwell Banker Builder the South Carolina legislature Developer Services in Atlanta. 
after serving 10 years in the Next reunion in 2004 Next reunion in 2004 Marvin Mills of Travelers Rest, 
House of Representatives. C. Dan Joyner, president and Historian Orvi l le Vernon Burton, S.C., has earned the Chartered 
He was presented the Order CEO of Prudential C. Dan Distinguished Teacher/Scholar Life Underwriter designation 
of the Palmetto, the state's Joyner Realtors in Greenville, at the University of Illinois, is from The American College in 
highest civilian honor, upon received the March of Dimes the author of a new introduction Bryn Mawr, Pa. He is an agent 
his retirement. 2002 Real Estate Award. The to the book Pitchfork Ben with New York Life's Greenville 
55 award honors an individual Tillman: South Carolinian. The office. whose commercial real estate book, written by Francis Butler 74 Next reunion in 2005 activities have significantly Simkins and published originally 
Dee Ri les Bielecki, an English enhanced the community. in 1 944, was re-released in the Next reunion in 2004 
professor at North Greenville fall by the University of South Susan Stanci l  Chi lders of 
College, has been elected to the Carolina Press. Easley, S.C., a first-grade teacher 
35 
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at Dacusville Elementary 
School, was honored recently as 
the school 's Teacher of the Year. 
75 
Next reunion in 2005 
Democrat Baron H i l l  was 
re-elected to a third term in 
the U.S. House of Representa­
tives in November. He repre­
sents Indiana's 9th District. • 
Jacquelyn Kugel Holcombe's 
Cary (N.C.) Academy middle 
school mixed chorus was sched­
uled to perform at the National 
American Choral Directors 
Association Convention in 
New York City in February. 
Wil l iam C .  McCl intock has 
become director of financial 
institution sales with Nautilus 
Capital LLC in Greenville, 
a wholesale dealer in distressed 
mortgage loans. 
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Having received his master's 
degree in rehabilitation counsel­
ing from the University of South 
Carolina School of Medicine, 
Jerry Cofer is a counselor with 
South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation. Michael 
Wil l iams, a professor of music 
at Winthrop University in Rock 
Hill, S.C. ,  was recently named 
world music editor for 
Percussive Notes magazine. 
77 
Next reunion in 2007 
Kenneth Suddreth is director 
of planning and development 
for the city of Duluth, Ga. 
78 
This year is reunion! 
Joni Canupp Burrel l  has begun 
a private title abstraction 
business in Rock Hill, S.C. 
79 
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Sherrie Bridges Crow has earned 
National Board Certification 
in English Language Arts. She 
teaches English for gifted 
students at Druid Hills High 
School in Atlanta, Ga. • 
Brooks G ibson of Kannapolis, 
N.C., has earned the credential 
of Certified Clinical Addiction 
Specialist (CCAS). • Mark 
Weston has returned to his jobs 
with Delta Air Lines and the U.S. 
Air Force Reserves after being 
released from active duty in 
support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. 
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Cordel l  Maddox, Jr. , of 
Anderson, S.C., has been elected 
a Circuit Court Judge for South 
Carolina. In the November 
elections, Shawn McGee of lva, 
S.C., retained his Anderson 
County Board of Education 
District 6 seat. 
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Kevin and Teresa H uffman 
Batson have moved to St. Louis, 
Mo., where he is minister of 
worship and fine arts at Concord 
Church and she teaches private 
voice classes. • Karen Atkins 
Fitts, instructional coach at 
Mitchell Road Elementary 
School in Greenville, was named 
one of 1 00 of Education's 
Unsung Heroes nationwide 
by ING Northern Annuity. 
She was awarded a grant of 
$2,000, which she will use to 
help underachieving students. 
• John Hough, formerly with 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in Atlanta, Ga., 
has become health scientist 
administrator and epidemiologist 
at the National Institutes of 
Health in Bethesda, Md. 
Annelinde Metzner, who has 
been setting women's poetry 
to music for five years, has 
compiled some of her work into 
a performance called "The 
Mountain Moving Day." She 
recently performed concerts of 
her compositions in Asheville 
and Mars Hill, N.C. • Thaddeus 
Parker has become president of 
Parker Ventures, Inc., in Tampa, 
Fla. • Dale Sutton is pastor of 
Overbrook Baptist Church in 
Greenville. He has served on 
mission trips to South Africa, 
Brazil, Kenya and Guatemala, 
and most recently was associate 
Fire on the mountain 
When a fire broke out January 20 on the Furman (western) side of 
Paris Mountain, approximately 100 local firefighters were called in 
to battle the blaze, which covered 50 acres and damaged at least 
two residences. A number of Furman students volunteered to fight 
the fire, and the Furman lake came in handy as well, as a sheriff's 
office helicopter used it as a water source to help douse the flames. 
pastor of education and admini­
stration at Southside Baptist 
Church in Spartanburg, S.C. • 
MARRIAGE: Deborah Lynn 
Henderson and Danny Gene 
Hammond, September 28. They 
live in Dry Ridge, Ky., where 
she is a teacher in Grant County 




Next reunion in 2007 
Former South Carolina state 
representative Chip Campsen 
of Charleston received the 
Christian Legal Society's top 
national award, the William 
Bentley Ball Life and Religious 
Defense Award. The award goes 
to an individual who has contri-
buted the most to the defense of 
religious liberty and the sanctity 
of human life. 
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In addition to his work as chap­
lain of Transylvania Community 
Hospital in Brevard, N.C., 
Marcus Dodson is also pastor 
of Lake Toxaway United 
Methodist Church. Brent 
Sanders, who previously served 
as president and CEO for an 
electronic medical records 
company, has been appointed 
vice president of sales and chief 
business development officer 
with IntegriMED, Inc. ,  a pro­
vider of integrated business 
software and clinical systems 
for physician practices. 
84 
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Allen Barbee has been appointed 
to the faculty of Georgia 
Perimeter College as director 
of the wind ensemble. He 
remains active as a performer 
and as a private teacher at New 
School of Music. Henry 
Barton of Blythewood, S.C. ,  
is a state government represen­
tative for SCAN A Corporation. 
Dwayne Bowman is director 
of Woodlawn School, a private 
school for third through eighth 
graders which he and his wife 
started near Charlotte, N.C. • 
Buck Coatney, football coach 
at Fulton High School in 
Knoxville, Tenn., led his team 
to the state Class 3A champion­
ship game December 7 before 
losing 2 1 - 14 to Ridgeway High 
of Memphis. Fulton finished 
the 2002 season with a 14-1 
record. • Katherine Whi d by 
Glista, senior vice president with 
Wachovia Bank in Atlanta, Ga., 
is a member of the board of 
directors for lmaginelt! The 
Children's Museum of Atlanta, 
which will open in March. • 
Scott and Ta mi  Plyler Lenning 
of Flower Mound, Texas, were 
the subjects of a feature story, 
titled "Good byes way of life 
on mission," in the October 6 
issue of the Fort Worth Star­
Telegram. As mission directors 
with the Billy Graham Crusade, 
the Lennings have moved 1 8  
times in 1 8  years. • BIRTHS: 
Daniel and Chris Wright Herrin, 
a daughter, Lucy Christine, 
November 1 0, 200 1 ,  Charlotte, 
N.C. Chuck and Tisa Meisel,  
a daughter, Lucy Ann, July 1 6, 
Castle Rock, Colo. Chuck is 
a national accounts director 
for B .  Braun Medical. 
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Ben Browder, star of the tele­
vision series "Farscape" on 
the Sci Fi Channel, was named 
best sci-fi actor and "Farscape" 
was named best program at the 
2002 Saturn Awards gala of the 
Academy of Science Fiction, 
Fantasy and Horror. • Deborah 
Melton Burris of Charlotte, N.C., 
is publisher of 1st Home maga­
zine. • Vocalist Gwen H ug hes 
of Atlanta, Ga. , spent the fall 
touring and perfonning in Texas, 
Ohio, Istanbul, Turkey, and in 
the southwest China province of 
Guangxi, where she joined an 
All-American Variety Show and 
petformed classic music from 
the 1 940s to today. Barry 
McBride works for EnCana Oil 
& Gas (USA) Inc. and is group 
leader for the Northern Rockies 
Exploration Team, conducting 
oil and gas exploration in 
Wyoming, Montana and South 
Dakota. After 10 years with 
the University of Louisville 
Department of Athletics, Stuart 
Strickler has become assistant 
director of facilities for the 
Oldham County (Ky.) Board 
of Education. 
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Rhonda Styles Chi lds of 
Travelers Rest, S.C. ,  a fourth­
grade teacher at Heritage 
Elementary School, was among 
the finalists for Disney's 
National Teacher of the Year 
award. Twice her school 's 
teacher of the year, she has also 
received an Alliance for Quality 
Education grant for a language 
arts program she calls "Read 
and Write Through Time." • 
Preston Sm ith is on the music 
faculty at the University of 
Tampa (Fla.), where he teaches 
freshman theory and music 
appreciation. He continues as 
organist and choirmaster of Saint 
Andrews Episcopal Church, 
is dean of the Tampa chapter 
of the American Guild of 
Organists, and is regional chair 
for the Association of Anglican 
Musicians . • BIRTHS: Keith 
and Kathryn Arthur, a daughter, 
Abigail Jane, November 7, 
Newport News, Va. • Doug and 
Susan Holland Bowen, a daugh­
ter, Lauren Emily, June 28, 
Fountain Inn, S.C. • David and 
Suzanne Jones, a son, Hunter 
Gordon, August 1 5, Columbia, 
S.C. • James and Erin Mason, 
a son, Luke Carter, June 1 1 , 
Raymond, Miss. • Richard 
and Sarah Couture Pope, a son, 
Derek, May 1 3, Lutz, Fla. (This 
corrects an item in the fall issue.) 
Jeff and Stacey James 
S u l l ivan ,  a daughter, Isabella 
Rose, November 30, 200 1 ,  
Raleigh, N.C. 
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Thomas Coker, who has been 
division vice president 
(Consumer Products-Europe) 
with Hartsville, S.C.-based 
Sonoco, has been named 
division vice president and 
general manager of flexible 
packaging. Eldeco in 
Greenville appointed Stephen 
Reynolds to the company's 
newly created position of chief 
financial officer. Robin 
Southard has been promoted 
to assistant principal of North 
Charleston (S.C.) High School. 
She is in charge of curriculum 
and instruction, special education 
(LEA), the bookroom and 
teacher evaluations. • 
MARRIAGES: Brian Matthew 
He aster and Mary Denise Taylor, 
September 2 1 .  Brian practices 
internal medicine with Pee Dee 
Health Care in Darlington, S.C., 
and Mary Denise is studying for 
a Bachelor of Science degree 
in nursing at the Medical Uni­
versity of South Carolina. 
Patrick Joseph O'Nei l l  and Rene 
Summer Betchman, September 
28. He is a plastic surgeon in 
Charleston, S.C.,  and she is 
employed by VISIONPOINTE 
Promotional Products. • 
BIRTHS: Rodney and Jamie 
Kuntz Hal l ,  a daughter, Kaitlyn 
Elizabeth, December 1 8, 200 1 ,  
Greer, S.C. Jamie i s  a 4GL 
Senior Support Analyst with 
Enterprise Computer Systems 
in Greenville. • Carl and Anne 
Gue Jones, a son, David, June, 
Orangeburg, S .C. • Stephen 
Give Furman 'trusted priority' for e-mail  
Furman alumni and friends who receive newsletters and other information from the 
university through e-mail should be aware that some Internet Service Providers (ISPs) 
filter e-mail that is not part of a user's trusted e-mail address list to an "unsolicited low 
priority inbox folder," where it might never be read. 
To ensure that you continue to receive communications from Furman in a timely 
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and Jennifer McNe i l l ,  a son, 
Jackson Henry, February 1 5 ,  
2002, Orlando, Fla. • Scott 
and Melissa Shadle,  a son, 
Andrew, August 1 2, Daytona 
Beach, Fla. Scott is an indepen­
dent consultant with Raytheon 
Corporation, focusing on 
John D ixon Watts Ill and Traci 
Danielle Kerr, October 26. They 
live in Greenville where she 
with the U.S.  Air Force. He 
plays hom in the concert band 
and the brass ensemble of Wright 
Patterson Air Force Base in 
Dayton, Ohio. He also performs 
in regional orchestras throughout 
southwestern Ohio, southeastern 
Indiana and northern Kentucky. 
• Jeff Phi l l i ps has left public 
education to work in oncology 
and hematology clinical research 
with PPD Development, Inc., in 
Wilmington, N.C. • George 
Quarles, football coach at 
Maryville (Tenn.) High School, 
led his team to the state Class 
4A championship December 7 
with a 29-26 victory over 
Hillsboro High. Maryville has 
now won three consecutive state 
titles. • Respiratory therapist 
Joseph Smith of Norfolk, Neb., 
has started TravelTax (www. 
traveltax.net), a tax preparation 
and planning business for those 
in the temporary travel business. 
He is also on the board of 
directors of Puerto Rico Baptist 
College, a missionary Bible 
college in the San Juan area. • 
MARRIAGE: Sherrie Mann 
and Billy Ray McBride, Jr., July 
20. She is a special education 
teacher at Berea High School in 
Greenville. He is pursuing an 
associate degree in industrial 
technology at Greenville 
Technical College . • BIRTHS: 
large software implementations. 
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Karen Buckm i l ler is a pediatric 
occupational therapist in the 
Developmental Evaluation 
Center of the Raleigh (N.C.) 
Department of Health and 
Human Services. • Chuck and 
Wanda Kay Rodgers Sox have 
moved to Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
where he is  university chair 
for manufacturing manage­
ment at the University of 
Alabama . • MARRIAGE: 
is a registered nurse at Greenville 
Memorial Hospital and he is 
a partner in the law firm of 
Nexsen, Pruet, Jacobs and 
Pollard . • BIRTHS: Brent Alan 
and Sharah Baughcome ' 90 
Clark, a daughter, Jordyn Alana, 
April 27, Newberry, S.C. • Trent 
and Melinda Burroughs Lovick, 
a son, Parker James, August 8, 
Raleigh, N.C. • Wil l iam,  Jr., 
and Kristin Huff Marti n, a son, 
Matthew James, August 17 ,  
Dacula, Ga. • Harry and Sharon 
Harrison M u rphy, a daughter, 
Megan Laoise, June 7, Atlanta, 
Ga. 
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H ughey Hancock is a bandsman 
John and Renee Brown ' 90 
Herlong, a daughter, Sydney 
Rebecca, June 8, Kinston, N.C. 
• Steve and Valerie Mi l ler  
Maloof, a son, Francis Joseph, 
August 4. • Jerry and liz Ennis 
' 9 1  Spearman, a son, Aaron, 
May 23, Georgetown, S .C. • 
Grover and Kendra Murdock 
Wells, a daughter, Brenna 
Furman loses funding for Baptist Historical Col lection 
Thanks to a decision by South Carol ina 
Baptists at their 2002 meeting in November, 
the Baptist Historical Collection in the James 
B. Duke Library is no longer the official 
archives for the South Carol ina Baptist 
Convention. 
The Baptist Historical Collection is one 
of the finest collections of materials relating 
to Baptist life in  the South, containing 
hundreds of church records on microfilm 
plus photographs of churches and ministers. 
In 2001 , the state convention appointed 
a committee to investigate the relationship 
of the convention and Furman regarding 
the Baptist Historical Collection and to 
determine whether it should start another 
collection. 
When the committee brought its report 
to the 2002 session, its recommendations, 
which were approved, included: 
The convention should create a 
History Room in the Baptist Bui ld ing in  
Columbia and begin collecting church 
h istories and other materials relating to 
South Carol ina Baptist h istory. 
The archives of the convention's 
General Board, currently housed at Furman, 
should be returned to the Baptist Bui lding, 
and a room should be provided in  the 
bui lding to store the archives of Baptist 
bui ld ing employees. Arrangements are 
being made to transfer the archives to 
Columbia. 
Funding of the Baptist Historical 
Collection at Fu rman should cease as of 
January 1 ,  2003, with the money orig inally 
intended for the collection - $25,000 per 
year - used to support the History Room 
in  the Baptist Building. 
The action ends a long relationship 
between Furman and the South Carolina 
Baptist Convention dating to Furman's 
organization as the Furman Academy and 
Theological Institute in 1 826. After Furman 
and the convention severed ties in  1 992, 
the Baptist Historical Collection was the 
only entity at the un iversity that continued 
to receive funding from South Carol ina 
Baptists. 
The Baptist Historical Collection began 
more than 1 00 years ago. In 1 890, Furman 
Classics professor H.T. Cook organized the 
South Carol ina Baptist Historical Society 
and began gathering materials. Even 
though the original organization had a short 
l ife, Cook continued to collect materials 
during his years at Furman ( 1 881 -1 9 1 8, 
after which he was an emeritus professor 
until his death in 1 943) . These materials 
were placed in the Furman l ibrary and 
became the core of the Baptist Historical 
Collection. 
The next concerted effort to collect 
Baptist materials came in  1 948, when the 
Baptist Historical Society was revived by 
Lou l ie  Latimer Owens and John Hamrick. 
Furman was designated as the repository, 
and Owens volunteered her time to work 
with the Furman l ibrary staff in  organizing 
the materials collected. 
The BHC was designated the official 
archives for the state convention in the early 
1 960s, after Furman moved to its current 
site. Owens was h i red on a part-time basis 
as the first special collections l ibrarian. 
I came to Furman in 1 972 as full-time special 
col lections l ibrarian and archivist. 
The unfortunate result of this decision 
is that the continuity of the collection wil l 
be broken, and anyone researching Baptist 
life in South Carol ina wi l l  have to go to 
different locations to find all of the sources. 
Some services may be curtailed as a result 
of the loss of funding, and other services 
which were previously provided free of 
charge, such as the microfi lming of church 
records, may move to a fee-based service. 
- J. Glen Clayton 
Nicole, October 26, 200 1 ,  
Andalusia, Ala. 
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Andrew Fletcher is in his final 
year of medical school with the 
U.S. Army in Houston, Texas. 
• Dixon Freeman has left the 
Air Force and is a physician in 
obstetrics and gynecology at the 
Northwest Georgia Medical 
Clinic in Rome. • David Jewell, 
a major in the U.S. Army, is 
stationed at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kan. ,  where he is finishing the 
School of Advanced Military 
Studies. His wife, Karen Foster 
'01  Jewe l l ,  is attending law 
school at the University of 
Kansas. • Andrew Murphy, who 
works with Wachovia in Atlanta, 
Ga., has graduated from Georgia 
State University's Executive 
M.B.A. Program. • Jerry Salley 
lives in Carrboro, N.C., and 
works as a marketing copywriter 
for IBM. • Amy Mizel l  Sm ith 
is system manager for Central 
Savannah River Association 
Community Voice Mail with the 
Aiken County (S.C.) HELP 
LINE. She and her husband are 
also on the staff of Shaw's Fork 
Baptist Church. • Jon Smith 
of Hamilton, N.C., is a Ph.D. 
candidate at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. • 
MARRIAGE: Joanna Western 
and Justin Griffin, June 22. They 
live in Columbia, S.C.,  where 
Joanna is an interim assistant 
arts coordinator with the South 
Carolina Arts Commission. Her 
acting credits include projects 
for ETV, Hardee's and the 
University of South Carolina 
School of Medicine. Justin is 
pursuing a Master of Divinity 
degree at Columbia International 
University and is a pastoral 
intern with Cornerstone 
Presbyterian Church. 
BIRTHS: Joseph E., Jr., and 
Karen Morgan Brown, a son, 
Joseph Winfield, August 27, 
Winder, Ga. • James and Erin 
Lynch, a son, Benjamin Persons, 
July 4, Shady Dale, Ga. • Gary 
and Diana Dryl ie Murphy, a 
daughter, Natalie Frances, 
September 1 2. • John and Paige 
Johnson Murray, a daughter, 
Megan Paige, July 20, Decatur, 
Ga. John is a plastic surgeon in 
Suwanee, Ga., and Paige teaches 
family practice in the Atlanta 
Medical Center Family Practice 
Residency Program. • Johnny 
and Amy Nutt, a daughter, Sara 
Haley, December 3 1 , 200 1 .  
Johnny works as a potter and 
manages a music retail store. 
• Brian and Aimee O'Keefe, 
a son, Coleman Graham, July 
28, Charleston, S.C. • Brent 
and Emily Reeder, a daughter, 
Caroline Conway, April 22, 
Louisville, Ky. 
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Pau l  Darby is practicing occu­
pational and environmental 
medicine with Franciscan 
Occupational Health in Tacoma, 
Wash. He is a lieutenant colonel 
in the Army National Guard. 
• Robert Marx of Glen Burnie, 
Md., is a staff accountant with 
Erickson Retirement Communi­
ties. • Scott Moore graduated 
from Vermont Law School's 
joint degree program last spring 
with a J.D. degree and a Master 
of Studies degree in environ­
mental law. • Dawn Strickland 
is a part -time lecturer in the 
Department of Modern 
Languages and Literatures at 
Furman. She is working on 
her dissertation in French 
linguistics at Indiana University. 
• MARRIAGES: Richard 
Oldham and Sarah Gordon, July 
6. They live in Smyrna, Ga. • 
Jean Catherine Wi lson and 
William Steadfast Farnsworth 
Freeman, September 2 1 .  They 
live in Greenville where she is 
a self-employed artist and he is 
an attorney at Swagart, Walker, 
Martin and Reibold. • 
BIRTHS: Jim and Sonya 
Solesbee Craft, a son, Brayden 
Lee, March 1 5, 2002, Richmond, 
Va. Jim has been promoted 
to major in the U.S. Army. • 
David and Connie King Gi l l iam, 
a son, Wesley Scott, May 24, 
Columbia, S.C. • Barry and 
Amy Lee, a son, Andrew, March 
1 2, 2002, lrmo, S.C. • William 
and Renee LaHue Marshal l ,  
a daughter, Sarah DuBose, 
August 27, Charleston, S.C. 
Class notes pol icy 
Because of the large number of submissions and clippings 
Furman receives for the magazine's class notes section and 
the amount of time it takes to review, compile and edit 
so much information, news items frequently are not publ ished 
until five or six months after they are submitted. 
Furman magazine does not publ ish dated items 
(anything more than 18 months old at time of publ ication) 
or engagement announcements. Birth and marriage 
announcements for alumni couples who graduated in different 
years are included under the earliest graduation date (except 
if requested otherwise); they are not l isted under both 
classes. We ask that you include your spouse's or child's 
name and the date and city where the birth or marriage 
occurred. 
Send news to the Office of Marketing and Public 
Relations, Furman University, 3300 Poinsett Highway, 
Greenvi l le,  S .C .  2961 3,  or e-mail to alumni@furman.edu. 
Selected information submitted to the on-line registry at 
furman.edu/admin/alumni is also included in class notes. 
• Kevin and Jane Nolan 
McBride, a son, Nolan Jackson, 
July 1 8 ,  Greenville. • Steven 
and Jeanine Posey, a daughter, 
Abigail Lynn, September 1 6, 
Hendersonville, N.C. Steven 
moved to the radiology depart­
ment at Pardee Hospital in 
November to work as the picture 
archiving and communications 
systems network analyst (digital 
radiology). • Paul and Tristenne 
Wessel Robin,  a son, Luke 
Fischer, August 5, Huntsville, 
Ala. • Jonathan '92 and 
Kathryn Wooten Sobel,  a son, 
Joshua Willard Wooten Sobel, 
November 25, 200 1 ,  Cary, N.C. 
• Tim and Kristi Vanderford 
Woodal l ,  a son, Spencer Vance, 
June 1 1 ,  Spartanburg, S.C. 
Kristi is a curriculum coor­
dinator with the Chester County 
(S.C.) schools and Tim owns the 
Palmetto Skin and Laser Center 
in Rock Hill, S.C. 
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O l ivier Blanchard is marketing 
product manager with T &S 
Brass in Travelers Rest, S.C. • 
Dana Scotchlas Bressette has 
moved from research associate 
II to research associate Ill with 
Human Genome Sciences, Inc., 
in Rockville, Md. Her husband, 
Bi l l  '93 ,  is a senior consultant 
with KPMG Consulting. • 
All ison Davis Cooner is 
community outreach manager 
for Lexington (S.C.) Medical 
Center. • Jeff Koning is an 
international missions volunteer 
and facilitator for orphanage 
outreach with Presbyterian 
Church USA in Perm, Russia. 
• Curtis Rush has been named 
vice president and commercial 
Joan officer by The Palmetto 
Bank in Simpsonville, S.C. • 
Teresa Skinner is the fund 
development manager for 
Goodwill Industries in 
Greenville, with responsibility 
for corporate and individual fund 
development, establishing grants 
and expanding the Goodwill 
donor base. • Carl Su l l ivan 
is editor of E&P Online 
(www.editorandpublisher.com), 
which was a finalist for the Folio: 
Show Editorial Excellence 
Award last fall .  Editor and 
Publisher, based in New York 
City, is the weekly trade maga­
zine covering the newspaper 
industry. • Susan Whisman 
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Ybarra of Brownsville, Texas, 
works part time as an office 
administrator for a pediatrician. 
MARRIAGES : Daniel le 
Stacey DeVoe and Adam Major, 
October 1 3, 200 1 .  They live in 
Carlstadt, N.J. She is an office 
administrator with Yamato 
Transport USA Inc. • Gloria 
Ann Gambrel l  (M.A.) and John 
Thomas Elrod, November 1 .  
She i s  employed by Richland 
District 2 in Columbia, S .C.,  
and he by the South Carolina 
Department of Transportation. 
• BIRTHS: Brian and Anne­
Marie Davis, a son, McMillan 
Lee, August 6. They live in 
Baltimore, Md. • Roger and 
Carol ine Munnerlyn Ferre l l ,  
a daughter, Emmi, November 
1 9, 200 1 ,  Bath, Maine. • Sean 
and Michelle Compton Hannon, 
a daughter, Emily, September 
1 1 ,  2001 ,  Westfield, N.J. • John 
P. and Patty Velado Hermanson, 
a son, Noah Everett, August 23, 
Marshalltown, Iowa. • Bill and 
Wendy Kathleen Roach, a son, 
William-Albert Case, August 6, 
Greenville. • Mark and Paige 
Herrin Stowel l ,  a daughter, 
Addison Eliza, November 1 8, 
200 1 ,  Charleston, S.C. 
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David R ichardson is pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Williston, 
S.C. He is a candidate for a 
Doctor of Ministry degree at 
Beeson Divinity School of 
Samford University. • Mary 
Margaret Stearns Shepherd has 
become youth director at Derry 
Presbyterian Church in Hershey, 
Pa . • MARRIAGES: Timothy 
. Hammond and Theresa Ippolito, 
September 7. They live in 
Greenpond, N.J. • Tyler Houck 
and Erin Stewart Schofield, 
September 7. In addition to 
managing Greenville's Paris 
Mountain State Park, Tyler 
owns a small adventure travel 
business. Erin works for 
Synergistics Systems as a client 
services director for hospital­
based ER doctors. • BIRTHS: 
Geoffrey and Paula Crumrine, 
a son, Parker Reece, October 1 9, 
200 1 , Boston, Mass. • Tedd 
and Anne Strange Garner, 
a daughter, Katherine Brooks, 
September 1 7, Greenville. • 
Diomede and Amanda Garrett 
Hol l ingsworth, a daughter, 
Annabelle, May 6, Fountain Inn, 
S.C. • John and Ashley Russell  
McCaa, a daughter, Julie 
Virginia, August 1 2, Atlanta, Ga. 
• Ed and Anne Stein,  a son, 
Dylan Paul, November 14. II 
Tommy and Carrie Cureton 
Stringer, a son, Rupert Winford 
Max Stringer, September 1 8, 
Greenville. Carrie has earned 
a master's degree in library and 
information science from the 
University of South Carolina. 
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M i l l icent Weldon Ruffin is one 
of seven scientists, engineers 
and managers from Coming Inc. 
to be cited by the prestigious 
Women of Color Technology 
Award program. She was 
presented the Star/Rising Star 
Award. Millicent is supervisor 
of the separations laboratory in 
Coming's Molecular Spectros­
copy and Separations Depart­
ment. • Karl Thomas has moved 
to Memphis, Tenn. ,  following 
his promotion to the corporate 
office of Hilton Hotels Corpora­
tion. He works with the 
Hampton Inn Brand Manage­
ment Team. • After receiving 
her master's degree from 
Wheaton College, Allison Welch 
now works for the school as the 
residential program director. 
• MARRIAGES : Michael 
Doug las Greer and Amy Sue 
Mattson, November 9. Michael 
is a commercial real estate 
broker at NAI Earle Furman, 
LLC, in Greenville. Amy is 
a mechanical engineer and the 
engineering and maintenance 
superintendent at Sealed Air 
Corporation, Cryovac Division. 
• Robert Pau l  Hecker, Jr., and 
Angela Ann Garrison, July 27, 
Baltimore, Md. • Jonathan 
Terry McCants and Amanda Jane 
Maronge, June 1 ,  Birmingham, 
Ala . • ADOPTION: Tom and 
Becky Col l ins Kel ly, a daughter, 
Tessa Rose Kelly, born October 
1 6, 200 1 ,  in Russia; adopted 
June 1 3. • BIRTHS: Bryan and 
Laura Cashion '96 Ful ler, twin 
daughters, Kaitlin Morgan and 
Rachel Caroline, November 3, 
Greenville. Bryan has become 
controller for Owens-Brockway 
of Greenville. • Michael and 
Amy MacCaughelty, a daughter, 
Molly Ferguson, August 5,  
Hoover, Ala. 
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Glenn and Heather Wil l is  Allen 
graduated from Emory Univer­
sity in May 2002, she with a 
Ph.D. in foreign language edu­
cation and he with a Master 
of Public Health degree in 
behavioral science. Heather 
is a professor and coordinator of 
the Elementary French program 
at the University of Pittsburgh. 
Glenn works at the university as 
a clinical researcher in the 
Cancer Institute. • Charles 
Hodge has been named executive 
director of Greenville Events 
Inc. ,  a non-profit organization 
that plans, organizes and 
manages events. • M ichael 
Ke l lett attends Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Richmond, 
Va. ,  and is part-time youth 
minister at Oakland Baptist 
Church. • Samuel Liberatore 
is a basketball coach and teacher 
at Mid-Carolina High School 
in Prosperity, S.C. His wife, 
Pinny Bowers Li beratore, is 
a part-time sales representative 
for PETNET oncology sales. 
• Cam Nuessle has been 
promoted by Kimberly-Clark 
and transferred to the corporate 
office in Neenah, Wis. • Jenny 
Rose, who formerly worked in 
England with Pricewaterhouse 
Coopers, now lives in Alexan­
dria, Va. ,  and is manager of the 
company's Global Risk Manage­
ment Services. • After serving 
as press secretary to two former 
members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Jennifer 
Schaming is now a public affairs 
officer and diplomat for the U.S. 
Department of State in West 
Africa. • Tasha Sims Wade 
is controller for Kelco Oil in 
Gatlinburg, Tenn. • Jennifer 
El izabeth Woodel l  has received 
her Ph.D. degree from Clemson 
University's College of Engi­
neering and Science. • 
MARRIAGES: D uane Biasi 
and Sunny Shelton, October 26. 
They live in New York City, 
where he is a trader for Avery 
Partners LP. • Sarah Cain and 
Chris Statham, July 27. They 
live in Portland, Ore. ,  where she 
is a learning specialist at 
Centennial High School. • 
Jennifer Pa ige Jackson and 
Michael David Deason, 
September 28. They live in 
Greenwood, S.C. ,  where she 
is employed by Calvary 
Christian School. He has a 
private counseling practice 
and is employed by the S.C. 
Department of Mental Health. 
• Robbie Keefer and Kim 
Adams, October 27, 200 1 .  He 
is employed with the Greenville 
Memorial Hospital Life Center 
and she is director of student 
leadership programs at Furman. 
Pamela Underwood Thomason '76, presi­
dent; James H. Simkins, Jr. '78, president 
elect; Steven B. Smith '83, vice president; 
George E. Linney '65, past president; 
Rebecca Hood Becherer '89; Randolph 
Williams Blackwell '63; Rosalie Manly 
Burnett '49; John R. Cassady '62; Bret 
Alan Clark '88; Diane Maroney Estridge 
'66; Brian H. Fenn '91 ; Joe E. Gentry '53; 
Julia Meeks Glenn '63; Hal E. Henderson 
'92; Catherine Hunter Hightower '55; 
Elizabeth Jean Howard '81 ; George L. 
Johnson '68; Rebecca Pullin Kay '86; 
Charles W. Linder '59; Donald H. lindsey 
'54; J. David Nelson '61 ; Paul B. Nix, Jr. 
'77; Robert E. Poerschke '41 ; James G. 
Revels, Jr.  '62;  Jenna C. Robinson '74; 
Ginger Malone Sauls '75; David M. Schilli 
'85; Catherine Rakestraw Smith '92; 
Mickey Arthur Walker '55; Ronald L . 
Walker '84; Davin K. Welter '89 ; Harriet 
Arnold Wilburn '74. 
Ex-Officio: David E. Shi '73, president; 
Donald J. Lineback, vice president for 
development; Donald E. Fowler, director 
of development; Jason Curtin, associate 
director of Alumni Assocation; Melanie 
Krone '94, associate director of Alumni 
Association; Phil Howard, director of 
Furman Fund; William J. Lavery, faculty 
liaison; David G. Ellison '72, trustee liaison; 
Katie Clerkin Benston '92, president, 
Young Alumni Council; Erin Bourne '03, 
president, Student Alumni Council; A.B. 
Puckett '03, president, Association of 
Furman Students; Jeffrey Sirolly '03, 
president, Senior Class. 
• Ju l ie Ashlyn Simon and 
Jeffrey Wallace Fries, September 
28. She is an executive producer 
with WLOS-TV in Asheville, 
N.C., and he is a director for 
WYFF-TV in Greenville. • 
BIRTHS: Christopher and 
Jennifer lewis Bingham, a 
daughter, Cailey Page, July 1 4, 
Lawrenceville, Ga. • Thorn 
and Michel le Martin Bu rnett, 
a daughter, Stella Grace, 
November 1 3 ,  Augusta, Ga. • 
Scott and laura Brooks Easler, 
a daughter, Mia Gabrielle, April 
24, Spartanburg, S.C. • David 
and Catherine Nix '97 Feild, a 
son, David Maxwell, Jr., August 
1 5, 200 1 ,  Greenville. • Brian 
'97 and Noelle Compare 
Thompson, a daughter, Leia 
Rose, October 26, Chapel Hill, 
N.C. • David '96 and lisa 
Couch Wil l iams, a son, Sam 
Charles, August 27, Greenville. 
Lisa has received her master's 
degree in English education 
from Furman. 
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Tim Austin is in his first year 
of ophthalmology residency 
at the University of Alabama­
Birmingham. • Brian Heuser 
is completing his doctorate in 
higher education and inter­
national organizational theory 
at Vanderbilt University. He 
hopes to travel to South Africa 
to write his dissertation. • 
Jeremy and Gina Stalnaker '97 
Ingraham live in Kernersville, 
N.C., while he works on his 
Ph.D. in neuroscience at Wake 
Forest. Gina is a financial aid 
counselor at the University of 
North Carolina-Greensboro. • 
Brian McDaniel recently opened 
the McDaniel & Gess, LLC, law 
firm in Beaufort, S.C. • Trina 
Rossman Sm ith is pursuing 
a master's degree in liberal 
studies at the University of North 
Carolina-Greensboro, where 
she is a curriculum specialist. 
• Reggie Turner has joined the 
information technology staff 
of Elliott Davis LLC, a CPA finn 
headquartered in Greenville. 
• MARRIAGES: Karen E .  
Egg land and Louis P. Muzi, July 
1 3 . They live in Orlando, Fla. 
• Ashton Brent Hunnicutt and 
Lisa Marie McCarthy, Septem­
ber 2 1 .  She is a registered nurse 
at St. Francis Bon Secours 
Hospital in Greenville and 
he is an automation developer 
at Datastream Systems, Inc. • 
James Milner and Amy Marie 
Nicholson, January 19, 2002. 
James is an assistant vice presi­
dent in small business banking 
with Wachovia in Winston­
Salem, N.C. • Patricia White 
and Lang Norris, October 5 .  
Patricia works in  the law offices 
of Anderson & Tucker in Tampa, 
Fla . • BIRTHS: Tom and 
Rebecca Powel l  Austin,  a 
daughter, Susanna Cole, July 3,  
Jackson, Miss .  • Brian and 
Mel issa Amick Harmon, a son, 
Douglas Alan, August 14, 
Taylors, S.C. • Tommy and Cory 
Jones, a daughter, Sydney, 
September 4, Lawrenceville, Ga. 
Tommy teaches history and 
coaches football and track at 
Oconee County (Ga.) High 
School. • Mark and Kellie 
Pickhardt, a daughter, Riley 
Kathryn, July 19, Mount 
Pleasant, S.C. • Seth and Anna 
Wexler, a son, Asher Howard, 
May 13 ,  Baltimore, Md. 
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Kristina Scarlatos Denney was 
scheduled to receive her M.B.A. 
degree in marketing from 
Georgia State University in 
December. • Kern Edwards 
is a third-year pharmacy student 
at the University of Georgia and 
is a pharmacy intern with 
Kroger, Inc. • Karen Esterl 
is program development special­
ist at Emory University's 
Candler School of Theology. 
• In addition to his work with 
Kemet Electronics in Simpson­
ville, S.C. ,  Brady G i lbert is 
studying for an associate degree 
in computer networking. • In 
January Bob Hubbard of Ann 
Arbor, Mich., began work on his 
M.B.A. degree at the University 
of Michigan Business School. 
He will continue to work for 
Washtenaw County Human 
Resources. • Nathan Osbourne, 
a studio artist with Erwin­
Penland in Greenville, has been 
Alabama Hal l  honors Bridges 
Ed Bridges '67, director of the Alabama Department of 
Archives and History since 1 982, received a singular honor 
October 24 when he was inducted into the College of 
Communication and Information Sciences Hall of Fame 
at the University of Alabama. 
The Hall of Fame recognizes the accomplishments 
of individuals who have brought lasting fame to the state 
of Alabama. 
Bridges was in fast company this year. His fellow 
inductees included Hugo L. Black, the former Supreme 
Court justice and U.S. senator, and Fred L. Shuttlesworth, 
a leader of the civil rights movement in the state. A native 
of Bainbridge, Ga., Bridges was cited for "visionary leader­
ship" in making the Department of Archives and History 
"a model for archives, libraries and institutions that preserve 
the records and artifacts that tell our nation's story." 
At Furman, Bridges developed a love for history under 
the mentorship of professor William E. Leverette. After 
earning his master's and doctoral degrees at The University 
of Chicago, Bridges taught at Georgia Tech and did historical 
research before joining the Georgia Department of Archives 
and History, where he was assistant director before moving 
to Alabama. 
At the Alabama Archives, Bridges has modernized the 
catalogue and descriptions of collections, improved reference 
services and stressed community outreach. He also secured 
funding for an addition to the archive's building, which 
will provide much needed space for the interpretation 
of Alabama's history. 
In addition, he has helped to develop the University 
of Pittsburgh Institute for Advanced Archival Studies, 
represented the United States in an exchange with archivists 
from the Soviet Union, published in journals devoted to 
archives and history, and worked with national and inter­
national organizations devoted to archives, l ibraries and 
historical research. 
Wayne Flynt, a historian at Auburn University, says, 
"What Ed has done with his staff is to take the archives 
out into the community. He's made it a resource in every 
community in the state of Alabama." 
promoted to art director. He 
supervises and manages a team 
of six graphic designers for the 
Verizon Wireless and oobe 
accounts. Gregory Owens 
works full time as a musician, 
writing, recording, touring and 
releasing albums. His company 
currently has three projects 
distributed nationally through 
EMI and one through Carolina 
Distributions. • Jim Patt i l lo  is 
an attorney with Nonnan, Wood, 
Kendrick & Turner in Birming­
ham, Ala. , specializing in civil 
defense litigation and medical 
malpractice. Douglas Reed 
is an optometrist practicing in 
Anderson, S.C. • Kris Watts 
is director of arts technology 
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at St. Lawrence University in • Tom and Lorelei  Lerman has joined the American Airlines the staff at East Cobb Cardiology 
Canton, N.Y. He teaches in Goila, a daughter, Ashlyn Marie, Center in Dallas, Texas, as and Kennestone Hospital in 
the music department and August 7, Atlanta, Ga. Jesse director of event marketing. Marietta, Ga. • Laura Scholz is 
oversees the arts technology lab. and Patty Walters Laine, a Brian Greene of Somerville, an associate campaign manager 
Fayette Will iams is a resident daughter, Sara Diane, July 1 3, Mass., is working toward a with Coxe, Curry & Associates, 
in oral/maxillofacial surgery Flowery Branch, Ga. • David master's degree in library and a fund-raising consulting firm 
in Dallas, Texas. • Adrienne and Holly Cooper Quick, a son, information science at Simmons in Atlanta, Ga. • Jaime 
Zegers is employed by McKes- Cade, October 7,  200 1 ,  Boone, College. • Todd and Ka l l ie  G i lkerson Scott teaches Spanish 
son Corporation in Alpharetta, N.C. Holley is a child care Richardson Jackson have moved in the Frederick County (Va.) 
Ga . • MARRIAGES: Robert assessor at Appalachian State to Birmingham, Ala., where she Public School System. • 
Burgess and Christian University. works with the private banking Andrew Severson of Jupiter, 
Campanile, March 1 6, 2002. 98 division of Colonial Bank. He Fla., is an associate attorney with Robert is executive vice is a CPA with Mackie, Splawn, Burns & Severson, P.A., a firm 
president of Burgess Pigment Tindall and McDonald, LLP. with offices in West Palm Beach This year is reunion! 
Company in Macon, Ga. Ben Barnhill  has become an The U.S. Marine Corps relocated and Tequesta. • Tony and Lizzi Marla Cook and Alexander associate in the law firm of Adam and Jenny Magsamen Lightner '00 Winter live in 
Grady, October 6, 200 1 .  They James to Beaufort, S.C. ,  in Tallahassee, Fla. He is coordina-Nelson Mullins Riley & 
live in Savannah, Ga. • Lindi Scarborough LLP in Greenville, September. Jenny works as band tor of academic support services Eubanks and William Brent specializing in corporate law, director and general music at Florida State University and 
Metcalf, June 8.  Lindi is an taxation, real estate and estate teacher in the Beaufort County she is studying for a master's 
assistant principal in Spartanburg planning. • Kyle Bumgardner School System. • David and degree in library studies. • 
County, S.C. ,  and is a doctoral Jul ie  Lewis '99 Jones have MARRIAGES: Tanya Bussom is an account executive with 
student in education administra- WebsiteBiz in Charlotte, N.C. moved to Winston-Salem, N.C., and Nathan Conklin, August 10. 
tion. • Micah Jeremy Hicks and • Chuck D i l lard is an interim where David has started his 
Jenifer Carrol Satterfield, M.B.A. degree at Wake Forest 
September 2 1 .  She is employed 
music instructor at Furman. 
University. Julie is an adver-
as an orthodontic assistant at 
Leslie Evans is an associate in 
tising recruiter with Modern 
D.T. Fulmer, DMD, and he is 
the firm of Boult, Cummings, 
Automotive Network. • Sarah 
a golf professional at the 
Conners & Berry PLC in Rusciano earned a master's 
Greenville Country Club. 
Nashville, Tenn., working in 
degree in health science, with 
Brad ley Majette and Graham the regulatory section. • Chad honors, from the Physician 
Fox, May 1 8 . They live in 
Ewing completed his clerkship 
Assistant program at the Uni-
Decatur, Ga . • BIRTHS: Allen 
in Savannah, Ga., and is now an 
versity of South Alabama last 
and Madelyn Cooper Cave, attorney in the firm of Robinson July. She passed the national 
a daughter, Abigail Cooper Cave, 
Bradshaw & Hinson in 
ce1tification exam and is on 
March 28, 2002, Brewton, Ala. 
Charlotte, N.C. • Christy Foree 
Nominations sought for major university awards 
Nominations are being accepted for the 
Alester G.  Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle 
Furman Award for Meritorious Advising 
and for the Chi les-Harrill Award. 
The advising award goes to a member 
of the faculty or administrative staff who, 
in the opinion of students, faculty and 
alumni, is an exceptional academic advisor. 
The award is presented at spring 
Commencement. Recipients are selected 
by an unannounced committee of students 
and faculty. Factors considered by the 
committee include each nominee's long­
term commitment to advising, rapport with 
students, concern for advisees' career 
goals and future plans, willingness to seek 
answers to advisees' questions, knowledge 
of university regulations and curriculum, 
and effectiveness in directing students 
toward productive college experiences. 
The Chiles-Harrill Award is an annual 
award to a member of the faculty or 
administrative staff who is considered to 
have made substantial contributions to the 
lives of students. The award, presented 
during the Founders Week convocation 
each spring, honors Marguerite Moore 
Chiles and Ernest E. Harrill, former 
administrators in the Office of Student 
Services. Recipients are selected by an 
They live in Blacksburg, Va. ,  
and Tanya is a research associate 
in the Virginia Tech Software 
Technologies Laboratory. 
Stephanie Everett and Ashton 
McKinney, August. Ashton is the 
orthopedic tissue specialist with 
CryoLife, Inc . ,  and Stephanie 
is a sales assistant for Sunbelt 
Services. They live in Marietta, 
Ga. • Amanda Helms and 
Kasey Craven, April 6. She is 
unannounced committee of students, 
faculty and staff. 
Nominations for either award should 
be sent to A.V. Huff, vice president for 
academic affairs and dean, Furman Uni­
versity, Greenville, S.C. 29613. Fax: (864) 
294-3939. E-mail :  av.huff@furman.edu. 
Deadline for submitting nominations 
for the Chi les-Harrill Award is March 1 6 ;  
for the Meritorious Advising Award, 
Apri l 1 5. 
an attorney with Anderson, colorguard sponsor. • Stacy maintenance. • BIRTH: Howell  is production director for 
Fayssoux & Chasteen in Schorr works in Washington, Robert G. IV and Rhoda Marie Washington Mutual Bank, FA, 
Greenville. • Jeremy Koch and D.C., as a copy editor and page Dresl in,  a son, Brandon Dylan, in Jacksonville, Fla. • John 
Katie Mitchell, October 13. Both designer for Stars and Stripes, October 2 1 ,  Clearwater, Fla. Keith, who plays safety for the 
expect to graduate from the an independent newspaper 00 San Francisco 49ers, was pro-University of Kansas this spring whose primary focus is the U.S. filed in the November 13  edition 
and will move to Michigan, military. • Ada m  Sti l lwell  Next reunion in 2005 of the San Francisco Examiner. 
where he has accepted a teaches history and coaches After teaching in Prague for two • Kara Lapish has received a 
postdoctoral position at the football and golf at Seneca (S.C.) years, Megan Carson is now Master of Science degree in 
University of Michigan and she High School. • Kendal l  Strok living in Mission Viejo, Calif. applied sociology from Clemson 
will pursue a Ph.D. in chemistry. lives in Hull , Mass. ,  and is She has returned to school to get University and relocated to 
• Jennifer Kudelko and a staffing consultant with her teaching credentials and Orange County, Calif. • The Jonathan Runion,  June 1 .  Accounting Team/A.R.I. • a master's degree in education. Greater Greenville Chamber of 
They live in St. Petersburg, After finishing her graduate • Summer Copeland teaches Commerce has selected Nicole 
Fla. Jennifer is an intern at Sun classes in history at the geography at Lyman High Pascoe as its new membership 
Coast Hospital and Jonathan University of South Carolina, School in Orlando, Fla. • development manager. • 
is a physician assistant at Tampa Courtney Tol l ison has moved Martha Davis and Brad ley King Richard ' 0 1  and Lyndsey Tanner 
General Hospital . • Jon Paul to Atlanta, Ga., and is working are serving as AmeriCorps Pearson have returned to the Placko and Ellen Rachael Lefko, on her doctoral dissertation. members with Habitat for States after 1 3  months in China. 
November 1 6. He is an assistant • Christy Weber received her Humanity of East King County, They live in Atlanta, Ga. 
baseball coach at Furman, and Master of Education degree from Wash. • Erwin-Penland Inc. After two years of teaching in 
she is an elementary school the University of Charleston last in Greenville has promoted Anderson County, S.C., Heather 
teacher in Greenville County. • July and moved to Ponte Vedra Christine Farrel l  to senior Ramsey has entered the Master 
BIRTHS: Josh and Paola Gore, Beach, Fla. She is a first-grade account executive on the Verizon of Divinity program at Andover 
a son, Justin Alexander, May 27, teacher in Jacksonville. • team. She will be responsible Newton Theological Seminary 
Angleton, Texas. Josh is general MARRIAGES: Kevin Adams for the management of collateral in Massachusetts. • Meg Ramey 
manager of an Arby's restaurant and Katherine O'Brien ' 0 1 ,  July and direct marketing projects for retumed from Venezuela in May 
in Angleton. • Taylor and 27. • All ison Carole Britt and Verizon's nine-state region. • and is pursuing a master's degree Stephanie Hitchcock Townsend, Jeffrey Joseph Diaz, October Scott Gelinas enlisted in the U.S. in educational psychology at 
a son, Tanner, August 1 4, 1 9. They live in Greenville Army as an intelligence analyst Baylor University and a Master 
Richmond, Va. where Allison is a research and began basic and job training of Divinity degree from Truett 
99 analyst with Scarlett Surveys in November. At the end of this Seminary. • Janice Schnell  Intemational. • Martha Melanie training period in May, he will completed her master's degree 
Next reunion in 2004 Carter and John Clausen Spencer attend Airborne School at Fort in vocal performance at Belmont 
Jenny Adamson is a first-year Spatig, Jr., August 17 .  They live Benning, Ga. , and pursue a University last August. • Lee 
associate with Leatherwood in Columbia, S .C. She is an commission as an officer. • Smith is in his final year of study 
Walker Todd & Mann, P.C. ,  in exercise physiologist at New- Mark Gomsak was scheduled at the Yale Institute of Sacred 
Greenville. • Megan Foote of berry County Hospital, and he to finish his thesis in December Music and Yale Divinity School 
Arlington, Va. ,  has passed the is a mental health specialist in and receive his master's  degree in New Haven, Conn. He is 
South Carolina Bar exam and the U.S. Army at Fort Jackson in history from the University pursuing a Master of Divinity 
become a staff attorney in the and also attends Touro Univer- of South Carolina. He hopes to degree with a concentration in 
U.S.  Department of Justice sity. • Nate Cochran and find a job in the political arena liturgics and plans to continue 
Executive Office for Immigra- Kimberly Giles, August 3 .  in  Washington, D.C.  • Amy study toward a Ph.D. in liturgical 
tion. • Wayne Emerson He is an associate attorney with Grizzle has finished a yearlong studies. • Andrea Ta l lent has 
Gregory, Jr. ,  is a project mana- Roach & Geiger in Canton, Ga. AmeriCorps placement with a moved from Washington, D.C., 
ger with the Greenville Area • Kendra Howard and Charles homeless shelter in Durham, to New York City where she 
Development Corporation. • Robert Dewald III, October 5 .  N.C., and is now studying for is an account executive with 
Ronnie Pascale,  a professional They live in Morristown, Tenn. a Master of Divinity degree at CareerBuilder. • 
soccer player, recently finished • El izabeth Anne Hankla and Duke University Divinity MARRIAGES: Brendan 
his third year with the Richmond Christopher Reuben Smith, July School. • Briana Guthrie has Thomas Egan and Karna Ann 
Kickers. During the off-season, 27. They live in Nashville, received a Master of Fine Arts Gol ly, September 2 1 .  They live 
he is the keeper coach for the Tenn., where Elizabeth is degree in creative writing from in Duluth, Ga., where he is a 
men's and women's soccer completing a dietetic internship Emerson College and is teaching mortgage loan underwriter at 
teams at Virginia Common- at Vanderbilt University Medical at the Sylvan Learning Center Provident Funding and she is 
wealth University and coaches Center and Christopher is in Eldersburg, Md. She is also a Spanish teacher at Collins Hill 
an under- 1 4  girls youth team. employed by Reuben Smith the youth coordinator for St. High School. • Kristi Kreye and 
• Kat Roberts is a fifth-grade Associates. • J i l l ian Lingerfelt Paul's United Methodist Church. Micah Polhemus, October 5 .  
science teacher in  Katy, Texas. and Chris Ratti, July 28. lillian • Brink H inson of West They live in Colorado Springs, 
• Leslie Coates Rogers teaches is an English teacher at Columbia, S.C. ,  is working Colo. • Kelly Robinson and 
Latin and advanced literature Chattanooga (Tenn.) High toward law and international Ryan Jowers '0 1 ,  April 27, Stone 
at Oconee County (Ga.) High School Center for the Creative M.B.A. degrees at the University Mountain, Ga. 
School, where she is also the Arts. Chris works in golf course of South Carolina. • Hudson 
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Next reunion in 2006 
Tracee Gray has been named 
information technology 
specialist with Renita M. Owens 
CPA PC, a certified public 
accounting firm in Greenville. 
She will help clients set up 
Web sites and determine hard­
ware and software needs. • 
Erica Kitchen is working toward 
a master's degree in women's 
studies at Georgia State 
University. • Carrie Simms is 
a middle school teacher in 
Annandale, Va. • Darcy Walker 
is in her second year of law 
school at Duke University. • 
MARRIAGES : Sarah Certo 
and Andrew Robertson, June 8. 
They live in Colorado Springs, 
Colo. • Corey Campbell Clinton 
and Mered ith Leigh Jonas, 
September 7. Meredith teaches 
eighth-grade English at York 
(S.C.) Junior High School. 
Corey is pursuing a Master of 
Public Administration degree at 
the University of South Carolina 
in Columbia. • Hol lye Marie 
Ferguson and Wil l iam Stephen 
Stig ler, Jr. ,  June 22. She works 
in Birmingham, Ala., for South­
ern Progress Corporation, and 
he is a second-year medical 
student at the University of 
Alabama-B irmingham. • 
Ashley Lynn Hicks and Jason 
Holbrook, August 3 .  They live 
in Winston-Salem, N.C., where 
Ashley is a student at Wake 
Forest University School of Law. 
• Heather Townes (M.A. '02) 
and Erik Madsen '02, July 6. 
He is a first-year student in the 
M.D.!Ph.D. program at Wash­
ington University in St. Louis, 
Mo. , and she is a medicinal 
chemist at Pharmacia. 
02 
Next reunion in 2007 
Joshua Patterson is an eighth­
grade math teacher at Fairforest 
Middle School in Spat1anburg, 
S .C., and is pursuing two 
master's degrees at Furman, one 
in reading and the other in ad­
ministration. • Emmett Stal lings 
is a graduate student at Winthrop 
University in Rock Hill, S.C.,  
working on a degree in world 
and ethnic percussion perform­
ance . • MARRIAGES: 
Jonathan Paul Ewing and Beth 
Lynn Carroll, October 19. They 
live in Fort Rucker, Ala. • 
Laurie Ingram and John Paul 
S ibley, July 6. John Paul is the 
worship leader and youth intern 
at Redeemer Presbyterian 
Church in Travelers Rest, S.C. 
While studying for her master's 
degree at Furman, Laurie is part 
of the Teacher-to-Teacher 
Program and teaches first grade 
at Jesse Bobo Elementary School 
in Spartanburg. • Lee Scales 
Glenn and Christy Michelle 
We inzette l ,  November 9. They 
live in Charleston, S .C. ,  where 
Lee is employed as a Young Life 
intern. • BIRTH: Jason and 
Amanda Karr, a daughter, Aubri, 
July 19. Jason is a financial 
advisor with Morgan Stanley. 
DEATHS 
Davis M. Sanders ' 26, 
September 1 0, Laurens, S.C. 
A pastor for 45 years, he was 
the first chair of the board 
of trustees of South Carolina 
Baptist Ministries for the Aging, 
which administers both the 
Martha Franks Center in Laurens 
and the Bethea Home in Darling­
ton, S.C. His portrait hangs in 
the lobby at the Martha Franks 
Center. 
El izabeth Eskew N uckol ls  ' 27, 
October 1 1 ,  Greenville. She was 
a teacher. 
Eula May Carlisle Stockman '28, 
November 2, Greenville. 
A former director of student 
activities and an instructor of 
physical education at Greenville 
Woman's College, she was 
active with the YWCA and its 
Camp Burgiss Glen. After 
moving to Roanoke, Va. ,  after 
World War II, she became 
executive director of the YWCA 
of Roanoke and in 1 964 was 
named Roanoke's Mother of 
the Year in Business and 
Professions. In 1966, she moved 
back to Greenville, where she 
became program developer for 
the S.C. Interagency Council 
on Aging in Greenville and 
Anderson counties. She was 
also director of program devel­
opment and personnel for the 
Greenville County Council for 
Community Action and was 
executive director of the 
Greenville YWCA, from which 
she retired. She served on the 
boards of a host of local social 
service agencies, including the 
Greenville Council on Aging, 
the Community Planning 
Council, Meals on Wheels and 
the Greenville County Council 
for Community Action. 
Wil l iam Dozier Jordan ' 30, 
September 24, Great Falls, S.C. 
He served in the U.S. Army 
during World War II and was 
a retired banker. He had co­
owned a car dealership, was 
an agent for the Farm Bureau 
and was a former chair of the 
Great Falls Planning Commis­
sion and Development Board. 
He was a past president of the 
Great Falls Lions Club and was 
a member of the Great Falls 
Masonic Lodge 277 and Hejaz 
Shrine Temple. 
Ruth Caldwell  Henderson ' 3 1 ,  
August 1 5, Spartanburg, S.C. 
Margaret Coggins Barton '35,  
September 8, Columbia, S.C. 
She had retired from teaching 
at Logan Elementary School 
in Columbia. 
Luther Clay Elrod , Jr. ' 36, 
September 30, Greenville. 
During the earlier years of his 
business life, he was active in 
the banking and finance field. 
In 1 963 he joined Barbecue 
King, Inc. ,  soon becoming 
division manager and then 
general manager, and he coordi­
nated sales for the company 
throughout the United States and 
Canada. He served as president 
of Greenville Kiwanis Club, 
Greenville Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, Blue Ridge Council 
Boy Scouts of America and 
Greenville Chamber of 
Commerce. In 1950 he received 
the U.S. Junior Chamber of 
Commerce Distinguished 
Service Award and was elected 
Outstanding Young Man of 
the Year. 
Viola Campbell  ' 37, August 2 1 ,  
El Paso, Texas. She was a 
retired Southern Baptist 
missionary to Mexico, having 
been appointed by the Inter­
national Mission Board in 1 942. 
She taught and directed the 
women's department at the 
Mexican Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Torreon, Mexico, 
until 1 96 1 ,  when she transferred 
to the Baptist Spanish Publishing 
House in El Paso, Texas. She 
also served as a trustee of the 
seminary and was a home 
missionary in El Paso. 
Delma Katrine Redick ' 37,  
October 20, Fountain Inn, S .C. 
She was a former secretary. 
Sarah Broadnax Rivers '37, 
September 25, Greenwood, S.C. 
She was a retired public 
school teacher, spending 40 
years at Parker High School. 
Evelyn Turner Darby ' 38, 
August 30, Laurens, S.C. She 
was a former member of the 
President's Club of Clemson 
University. 
Sara Greer D i l lard ' 39, August 
1 9, Greer, S .C. She taught in 
public schools in South Carolina 
for 36 years and was science 
coordinator for many years 
in Clover District Schools 
where she developed Clover 
Laboratory Science, a nationally 
validated science project. She 
also taught private piano lessons 
for 20 years in Greer and was 
past president of the Greer Music 
Club. 
J. Stone Bagby '40, October 9, 
Berwyn, Pa. He was a retired 
investment banker and consult­
ant, having served as an execu­
tive with Fidelity-Philadelphia 
Trust Co. and with Provident 
National Bank. A decorated 
Army Air Force veteran of 
World War II, he continued his 
military career in the Air Force 
Reserve and retired in 1 976 as 
a major general. He was also a 
civic leader, serving on the 
boards of several corporations 
and charitable and educational 
institutions. 
To preserve and protect 
Bunched Arrowhead gets 
special campus recognition 
Shortly before the current campus was 
built in the late 1 950s, the now deceased 
Leland Rodgers, a Furman biology pro­
fessor, visited the site of what would 
become Furman Lake - and discovered 
a plant that he could not identify. 
His colleagues on the faculty were 
taken aback. If Rodgers, who was con­
sidered the foremost expert on the area's 
indigenous plants, could not make a posi­
tive identification, they knew this must be 
a rare find indeed. 
Although he pored over manuals and 
consulted plant experts, Rodgers was 
unable to identify the plant, which grew 
in clusters around the creek that would 
eventually be dammed to build the lake. 
Finally he took a sample to Duke University, 
where visiting botanist Ernest 0. Beal 
determined that it was Bunched Arrowhead 
(Sagittaria fasciculata), one of the rarest 
plants in the world. 
Bunched Arrowhead is known to exist 
only within a 1 0-mile radius of Furman and 
in some parts of nearby Henderson County, 
just over the North Carolina line. Although 
large clusters of the plant were destroyed 
when the lake was formed, it continues to 
thrive in an area near the picnic shelter on 
the lake's northwestern end. 
The leaves of the Bunched Arrowhead 
measure about two inches in the winter 
and 1 2  inches in the summer, and from 
May to July the plant produces a small 
white flower. Current biology professor 
A Bunched Arrowhead preserve has been 
established in Travelers Rest. 
Travis Perry says that the plant grows only 
in areas where there is slow moving, 
shallow water (two or three inches deep) 
and where the soil consists of a mixture 
of sand and clay. 
In 1 979, Bunched Arrowhead was 
added to the federal list of endangered 
species. 
Endangered plants growing on state 
or federal land are subject to protection. 
Although Furman is privately owned, it has 
an agreement with the South Carolina 
Department of Natural Resources to protect 
and preserve the Bunched Arrowhead. 
Along those lines, the university is 
building a small observation deck near 
a cluster of Bunched Arrowhead. The deck, 
located near the picnic area, will feature 
information about the rare plant. 
Perry, the project coordinator, says 
that the observation deck will serve as 
"an educational tool that will help raise 
awareness about the plant's existence here 
at Furman. Bunched Arrowhead has edu­
cational as well as intrinsic value. We do 
not have the power to replace it, so we 
have a moral obligation to preserve it." 
- John Roberts 
Harold C. Clark, Jr. '40, August 
20, Greenville. He served in the 
U.S. Army during World War II, 
was a retiring partner of Clark 
and Ballentine, LLC, CPA's, and 
had served as past president of 
the South Carolina Association 
of Certified Public Accountants. 
He was past chair of the South 
Carolina Board of Accountancy, 
a former member of the Council 
of the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants, 
and past president of Greenville 
Estate Planning Council. He 
was a recipient of the South 
Carolina Association of CPA's 
Outstanding Service to the 
Profession Award. He served 
on the boards of the Greater 
Greenville Chamber of 
Commerce, the United Way, 
Community Planning Council, 
Speech, Hearing and Learning 
Center, Warehouse Theatre and 
City of Greenville Zoning 
Commission. 
one of the first women to 
graduate from the University 
of Virginia School of Law. She 
later clerked for a justice of the 
state supreme court in Delaware, 
where she also worked in real 
estate, was active in the Junior 
League and was head docent at 
the Winterthur Museum. She 
served on the Dean's Council of 
the University of Virginia School 
of Law and the advisory board 
of the school's Medical Founda­
tion. In Palm Beach she was 
El izabeth Cleve land Livingston 
'4 1 ,  October 3, New Bern, N.C. 
David J. We lls ' 4 1 ,  September 
1 6, Anderson, S.C. An Army 
chaplain during World War II ,  
he began his civilian ministry in 
1 952 when he became the first 
pastor of West Hartsville (S.C.) 
Baptist Church. He served the 
church for more than 20 years 
and held several other pastorates 
in South Carolina. 
Oleda Dyson Casscells '42, 
August 1 8, Palm Beach, Fla. 
During World War II she ran 
an office for the U.S. Navy in 
Washington and in 1949 became 
a board member of the Palm 
Beach Symphony, Opportunity, 
Inc. ,  and Planned Parenthood. 
Robert Mobley, Sr. '43, October 
8, Lancaster, S.C. He was a U.S. 
Navy veteran of World War II 
and had retired as a vice presi­
dent of South Carolina National 
Bank. He also worked with 
Springs Industries, was on the 
Lancaster County Council and 
was Lancaster's mayor from 
1995 to 1 998. He served on the 
Lancaster County School Board 
and was a former director of the 
South Carolina Association of 
School Boards. A member of 
the Lancaster Rotary Club and 
American Legion Post 3 1 ,  he 
was a recipient of the Order of 
the Palmetto, South Carolina's 
highest civilian honor. 
Miriam Anderson Wood '43, 
August 30, Greenville. 
Grace Parkins Hood '44, 
November 1 ,  Greenville. She 
was retired from C&S Bank and 
was an active member of the 
local chapter of Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving. 
Delia Moffett Moseley '44, 
January 2, Greenville. She was 
a longtime social studies teacher 
at Travelers Rest High School. 
An avid supporter of Furman 
athletics, she was a past member 
of the Paladin Club Board of 
Directors. 
Tommie Lee Smith Burgess '45, 
September 17 ,  Greer, S.C. She 
was a retired teacher. 
Frances DeShields Anderson 
'46, August 2 1 ,  Greenville. She 
was retired as a teacher from 
Greenville County schools. 
Ebenezer Franklin Inman '46, 
August 22, Union, S.C. He was 
a minister. 
Lynda Craig  Newton '46, 
October 3, Fenwick Island, Del. 
DeVoe Holmes Potter '46, 
August 19, Sugarland, Texas. 
She had a career in women's 
fashion and was a member 
of the Huguenot Society of 
Louisiana, the National Society 
of Magna Charta Dames, the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution, the Colonial Dames 
XVII Century and the Ameri­
cans of Royal Descent. 
Sarah El izabeth Batson '47, 
September 1 8, Greenville. She 
was a teacher in the Greenville 
County School District for more 
45 
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than 30 years and was a member served as regional attorney for retired from the U.S. Army as burg. He was a member of 
of the Greenville Education the board's offices in Memphis, a colonel in 1 986 after 26 years the Orangeburg chapter of the 
Association-Retired. Tenn., Fort Worth, Texas, and of distinguished service in American Heart Association and 
Myra Perry Dorrity '47, August Winston-Salem, N.C., before various command and staff was on the board of the South becoming director for Region assignments throughout the Carolina Academy of Authors. 
30, Greenville. She was an 15 .  He retired from the NLRB United States and Germany. He had previously served on 
organist for Baptist churches in 1 996, after which he became A graduate of the U.S. Naval the board of directors for 
in Liberty and Easley, S.C. counsel for the Malone & College of Command and Staff Batesburg-Leesville Chamber 
Robert Young Marchbanks '48, Thompson law firm. He and the U.S. Army War College, of Commerce, was president of 
September 20, Greenville. received the Meritorious Rank she was awarded the Legion of Batesburg-Leesville Rotary 
He served in the ministry for Award for Senior Executives. Merit, the Meritorious Service International, and was named 
more than 45 years, pastoring He was a former president of the Medal and the National Defense Volunteer of the Year by the 
churches in North and South Fort Worth, Texas, and the North Service Medal, among others. Lexington County Mental 
Carolina. He was in the U.S. Carolina Federal Bar associa- In her professional years she was Health Association. 
Army Air Corps during World tions, was active in many active in a number of organiza- Clyde Henry Hewe l l ,  Jr. '69, 
War II and earned the Distin- professional and civic organi- tions and was listed in Who s 
guished Flying Cross. zations, and was a York Rite Who of American Women and 
September 19, Gwinnett County, 
Mason. the International Directory of Ga. He was employed by the 
Fleming Thornton '48, October Distinguished Leadership. She Georgia Department of Human 
1 1 , Hopkinsville, Ky. He was Patricia Reid Ramsey ' 52, was an active supporter of Resources as a court service 
a longtime football coach at January 3, 2002, Charleston, animal welfare/conservation worker in the juvenile section. 
Hopkinsville High School and S.C. causes and social welfare Wil l iam Earl Waters ' 72, 
led his Tiger teams to 1 09 wins John Ackerman Patrick, Jr. ' 53, organizations. September 1 8, Forest City, N.C. 
in 1 5  seasons, including two October 3 1 ,  York, S.C. He Robert C lyde Stewart, Jr. ' 60, state championships. Thornton- practiced medicine in York for Steven Dale Bozard ' 75, 
coached teams also won three more than 40 years before his 
August 23, Pickens, S.C. He September 7, Greer, S.C. He 
state championships in South retirement. He was chief of staff 
was employed with Tenneco was an employee of BellSouth 
Carolina. He was a Naval at Divine Saviour Hospital and 
Corporation for 30 years and Telecommunications. He was 
aviator during World War II. was medical director of White 
was a retired district manager formerly a Greenville County 
Alice Noel Alston '49, July 17 ,  Oak Manor Nursing Home. 
with EZ Serve Corporation. deputy sheriff and a member 
He was a former member of of the Army National Guard. 
Pass Christian, Miss. He was a member of the York the Pickens City Council, was 
Roy A. Gilchrist '50, August 30, 
County and South Carolina a volunteer fireman, and was Art 0. Knight I l l  ' 80, September 
medical societies and was honorably discharged from the 30, Taylors, S.C. He was Durham, N.C. awarded the Silver Crescent. U.S.  Army Reserves. the Mid-West regional sales 
Joe M i l ler  Forrester ' 5 1 ,  H e  was a U.S. Army veteran manager at Hartness Inter-
August 23, Greer, S.C. He of World War II. William Bracy Boney ' 6 1 ,  national . 
was employed with Greenville Mary George Rampey Snead October 10. John Frederick Bagwel l  ' 89, 
County schools as a teacher, '53, November 12,  Hodges, S.C. Wayne F. Harper '62, September December 3 1 ,  Charleston, S.C. 
principal and administrator She taught home economics for 1 1 , Seneca, S .C. He served in A member of Furman's  1 988 
before retiring in 1 985. He also 34 years at several high schools the U.S. Army during World War I-AA national champion football 
served as commissioner of Lake in northwestern South Carolina. II and was in the Baptist ministry team and a former all-Southern 
Cunningham Fire Department She was a member of the South for 50 years, pastoring churches Conference running back, he 
for 20 years. Carolina State Future Home- in the two Carolinas. went on to serve as a teacher 
Doris Jackson Unietis ' 5 1 ,  makers of America Association. Robert Paul Blackburn ' 65 ,  and football coach at Fort 
October 9, Clear Lake City, Henry H .  Taylor '53,  November September 6, Marietta, S.C. Dorchester High School. In 
Texas. She was an administrator 14, Surfside Beach, S.C. He was He was a U.S. Air Force veteran 2000 he led his team to the 
in the aerospace industry. an educator in Greenville County and an industrial engineer with Region 6-AAAA championship, 
Roy G .  Holston ' 52, September schools. J.P.S. Textiles. 
was named region coach of the 
year and was an assistant coach 
25, Ridge Spring, S .C. He Elbert Charles E l l iott, Sr. ' 54, Plato H. Watts, Jr. ' 65,  July 3,  in the annual North-South all-
served in the U.S. Marine October 12 ,  Greenville. After Burlington, N.C. He was a star game. A member of the 
Corps in China before entering service with the U.S. Navy in pediatrician and was employed Summerville High School 
Furman. After graduating, he World War II, he started his own by Lab Corporation of America. Athletic Hall of Fame, he was 
joined the U.S. Army. He was home building company, Elliott Rudy Aaron Frier '68, March 26, a volunteer in local community retired from the U.S. Postal Builders. theatre and had been an extra in 
Service. Orangeburg, S.C. He was a local movie productions. He 
Hugh Frank Malone ' 52, July 
Betty Ann Singleton Mul l inax Baptist minister in the Midlands earned a master 's  degree from 
'55, October 1 ,  Anderson, S.C. and Upstate of South Carolina, Charleston Southern University. 14, New Orleans, La. He was She was retired from the and since 1 988 he had been 
a retired regional director of the Department of Social Services. director of Institutional Jul ie  Jaye Bel l  '93, June 9, 
National Labor Relations Board. Development and Stewardship Winston-Salem, N.C. 
He was the former staff attorney Sal ly Lucynthia Groome ' 59, for Claflin College in Orange-
for the chair of the NLRB and September 6, Hampton, Va. She 
Clean Earth Action 
In the early 1 990s, campaign consultant 
Kent lgleheart decided he'd had enough of 
managing others' pol itical campaigns and 
in a move of "pure dumb luck" took a job 
organizing a conference in Atlanta, Ga., on 
alternative fuels. 
lgleheart, who graduated from Furman 
in 1 985 with a bachelor's degree in 
economics and business administration,  
has been in  the environmental trenches 
ever since. " It turned out that Atlanta was 
one of the first cities doing major work with 
alternative fuels, so it was pretty exciting to 
do something that was different and that 
was about to take off," he says. 
Eventually, lgleheart started Clean 
Kent lgleheart 
Earth Action, 







such as cars 
powered by 
electricity or 
by natural gas. 
The company's 
work also 
extends to such issues as air and 
water qual ity. (Visit the Web site at 
www.cleanearthaction. com.) 
With h is staff of f ive, lg leheart puts 
together project teams to help corporate 
executives understand what alternative fuels 
are, how companies might benefit from 
them, and what the financial aspects include. 
"They look to us because we're removed. 
We're not Georgia Power. We're not Atlanta 
Gas Light," he explains. "We're the 
unbiased, central group." 
In  addition to project management, 
Clean Earth Action runs the Clean Cities 
programs in  Atlanta and in Birmingham, 
Ala. Clean Cities, a non-profit organization 
sponsored by the U.S.  Department of 
Energy, supports public and private 
partnerships that deploy alternative fuel 
vehicles and build supporting infrastructure. 
In 2001 , lg leheart - cited by Clean Cities 
as "a shining example of how to incorporate 
alternative fuels and vehicles into local 
markets" - was named the group's 
coordinator of the year. 
Use of alternative fuels at forefront of lgleheart's environmental efforts 
One project lg leheart is cu rrently 
working on in Atlanta is the "station car'' 
concept. The program features a fleet 
of shared electric vehicles available for 
commuters to take to work from the city's 
MARTA (Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit 
Authority) stops, or to use for running 
errands during the day. 
"For example," says lg leheart, 
"BeiiSouth is going to have a new bui lding 
at the Lindbergh MARTA station located at 
Piedmont Road, and they're going to put 
in  20 or so chargers for e lectric vehicles. 
They'll have small electric cars that their 
employees can use if they take MARTA or 
carpool in  to work. 
"One reason people don't use mass 
transit, l ike MARTA, is because a lot of 
times MARTA may not go where they need 
to go. They need to go to a doctor's 
appointment or a meeting out somewhere, 
so they'll just drive their own car. The station 
car concept wil l  actually let them take 
MARTA in to work, then use the electric 
cars for the errands." 
lgleheart, who says he "burned out" 
as a campaign consultant after managing 
numerous campaigns, returned to pol itics 
in 2001 when he ran for the Roswell City 
Council - and was elected to a fou r-year 
term . 
As the former Furman student body 
president explains his decision, "Once you 
get politics in your blood, formaldehyde is 
the only thing that takes it out." 
On the council, lgleheart heads the 
transportation department and deals with 
everything from alternative fuel issues to 
JULIE BUNNER 
watershed concerns and n itty-gritty issues 
l ike traffic signals and road paving. "It's 
been quite an education," he says. 
Although lgleheart has been dis­
heartened by a lack of federal support for 
alternative fuels, he does see progress 
in the Atlanta area, particularly among 
corporations and governmental agencies. 
MARTA currently has 342 natural gas buses 
and, he says, is working to move its entire 
fleet to natural gas. In  addition, Atlanta has 
more than 200 charging stations for electric 
vehicles and 50 natural gas stations. 
lg leheart realizes that pro-active 
changes wil l  take time. "When the first cars 
came to Atlanta in 1 902, we didn't have a 
gas station on every corner. It took quite 
a while for that to happen," he notes. "That's 
why we' re focusing on governments and 
businesses that have fleets of vehicles. 
Eventually we'll see more and more fueling 
stations." 
Clean Earth Action also frequently takes 
its message into the schools in the belief 
that educating chi ldren is the key to 
increasing the use of alternative fuel 
vehicles. "I've always said that alternative 
fuels are a lot like recycling was in the '70s," 
lgleheart says. "If we focus on the kids, by 
the time they're ready to buy a car they'll 
be asking their parents for a hybrid or all­
natural gas vehicle." 
- Nancy R. Fullbright 
The author, a 1 995 Furman graduate, 
is a communications specialist with the 
Georgia Institute of Technology Economic 
Development Institute in Gainesville. 
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The Last Word 
The author is a junior religion 
major from Boone, N.C. 
a difference 
As a volunteer, a coordinator and now as 
student director of the Max and Trude 
Heller Collegiate Educational Service 
Corps, I have seen and experienced the 
power of sharing oneself with others. 
And I am not alone. Because of CESC, 
thousands of Furman students have grown 
to understand this simple truth. 
On a weekly basis, CESC volunteers 
visit nursing homes, serve as role models 
in schools and after-school programs, work 
as translators, and assist at hospitals and 
medical clinics, just to name a few of the 
types of programs in which we participate. 
CESC also provides opportunities for our 
neighbors in the community to come to 
Furman for special events such as trick-or­
treating, a Valentine's Day dance for 
exceptional adults, and the ever popular 
May Day Play Day. 
Furman students, faculty and staff 
benefit from CESC-sponsored educational 
opportunities, such as a banquet to raise 
awareness of hunger and poverty. CESC 
also offers the campus community the 
chance to become involved by donating 
items and money, as we do each Christmas 
season with our "Holiday Giving Tree." 
CESC is not about numbers and 
impersonal philanthropy. We are about 
making a one-on-one difference in indivi­
duals' lives - and deepening young 
people's understanding of life's lessons 
and meaning. 
How do I know? Let me tell you a 
story. It is my story, but it is also j ust one 
of thousands of testimonies that CESC 
volunteers through the years could share 
about people helping people. 
My freshman year (2000-0 I ), as 
a new CESC volunteer, I walked through 
the halls of Greenville's Oakmont Nursing 
Center and met a resident named Buddy. 
Because his particular Furman friend had 
recently graduated, I decided to try to keep 
him company in her absence. 
As the weeks passed, Buddy's conver­
sations with me and with other students 
grew longer and more meaningful. Before 
long, he would wait out in the hall to 
meet us on the days that we visited, and 
he would joke with us if we were a few 
minutes late or if we visited other people 
first without at least saying hello to him. 
We talked about current events, about his 
l ife, about God, and about things on our 
rrtinds. The Furman students put on a 
birthday party for him, with a homemade 
cake and party hats. Buddy shared with 
me that I was like the daughter he never 
had. 
After his heart attack last spring, 
several carloads of students visited him 
at Greenville Memorial Hospital, and we 
drove to Pickens for his funeral a few weeks 
later. Members of his family came up 
to us and said, "Oh, you're the Furman 
students ! Buddy talked about you all 
and appreciated your visits so much." 
Through my tears, I realized that I was 
crying because I was living fully, embracing 
relationships and embracing the emotions 
that come with them. This experience 
reminded me that there are more lessons 
in life than those I learn in my classes 
and that I ,  a single individual, can make 
a positive difference in the world. 
- Lindley Sharp 
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